
A number of events are clearly stated to precede the Tribulation period, which 

will not begin until these events are worked out. All together there are nine 

such events given in Scripture that can be traced in a sequence:

1.) World Wars

Matthew 24:7-8 ñFor nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers 

places. 8All these are the beginning of sorrows.ò

These words of Christ are spoken to the disciples as the result of the question 

they asked Him in verse 3: ñWhat shall be the sign éof the end of the age?ò

The Jews spoke of two ages; the age of waiting for the Messiah to come, and the 

age to come in which Messiah would be there with them (Messianic Age).
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has begun and that indeed we are living in the last days.

The sign is whenñnation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom.ò  This phrase is a Jewish idiom for world war. This is to be coupled 

with famines, pestilences and earthquakes. It is clearly stated that these are the 

ñbeginning of travail.ò �7�K�H���Z�R�U�G���³�W�U�D�Y�D�L�O�´���L�Q���6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H���P�H�D�Q�V���³�E�L�U�W�K���S�D�Q�J���´���W�K�H��
pain a woman goes through before giving birth to a baby. Just as a woman goes 

through a series of pain before giving birth, even so the closing days of this age 

will go through a series of birth pangs before giving birth to the new age.

This Jewish idiom can be seen in the OT passages of Isaiah 19:1-4 and in

2 Chronicles 15:1-7.
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