
 1 

Revelation 
 

Preface 
 

- Revelation is the conclusion of every ribbon of prophecy that winds its way through the Bible. 

- Revelation is the conclusion or consummation of so many themes which were introduced in the first book 

of Genesis:  Genesis    Revelation 

                      Creation of heaven & earth                    New heaven & a new earth 

             First man & his wife fall                     Second Man & His bride rule 

                           Earthly paradise lost                                 Paradise regained 

                             Lost Tree of Life                                  Gained Tree of Life 

                                  Lamb slain                               Lamb in the midst of the throne 

                              Beginning of sin                                        End of sin 

                              Man’s first city                                  God’s eternal city 

                         Serpent tempting man                    Serpent cast into the Lake of Fire 

                      Rise of Babel, or Babylon                       Destruction of Babylon 

                Origin of sin, death, sorrow, & tears      The end of sin, death, sorrow, & tears   (See Exhibit A) 

 

- The major theme is the Lord Jesus Christ REVEALED in His glory as Judge. 

- Revelation is the capstone of the truths revealed concerning Christ: Epistles = Servant and Lamb; but, 

in Revelation He comes in power & great glory to JUDGE the wicked & reward the righteous and to rule 

as King of Kings & Lord of Lords. 

- It shows the final victory of Christ, ultimate triumph & blessing of the saints and judgment of the 

wicked; thus, it exhorts & encourages believers, but it is a strong warning to the wicked. 

- Unfortunately this book is considered difficult and mysterious because of its signs and symbols. 

- Signs and symbols were used to reveal truth to some and conceal it (graciously) from others. (Like the 

parables) 

- Setting: Domitian (81 - 96 AD) was persecuting the believers and the church faced apathy & apostasy. 

- Message of Revelation (with a ruler conquering the world) could have intensified the persecution. 

- Rule of Interpretation to be used: words will be taken literally unless the context dictates otherwise and 

symbols will be interpreted according to other usage in scripture. 

- Revelation reveals Christ in His glory to John. As with others, it was a defining moment in his life. 

 

Introduction 
 

The principle used here is that the majority of the contents are FUTURE and cannot be fulfilled as long as 

the CHURCH remains on earth.  After the RAPTURE then the events in chapter four through twenty-two 

will occur.  Our present dispensation is the CHURCH AGE, which began with a supernatural event - the 

giving of the HOLY SPIRIT on the day of PENTECOST; and will end with a supernatural event - the 

RAPTURE of the CHURCH.  During this present dispensation both JEWS & GENTILES are being saved 

and become members of the same body (1 Cor.12: 12-13). 

- The New Testament CHURCH is NOT a subject of prophecy, but is a New Testament revelation (Matt. 

16:16-17; Eph. 3). 

- After the RAPTURE the 70th week of Danielôs prophecy (Dan. 9:27) begins. See Exhibit B. (Rev. 

3:10; 1 Thess. 5:9). 



 2 

- This book is the REVELATION of Jesus Christ, (NOT St. John) given to Him by God the Father, and 

revealed by Christ to John through an angel on the Isle of Patmos. (God to Christ to Angels to John to the 

Seven Churches & believers)  

- The book of Revelation reveals who Jesus Christ is in His Person: 1.) Human (Rev. 1:1, 2, 5) 2.) Fully 

Divine (Rev. 1:12-18; 3:14) and 3.) He is the eternal God (Rev. 1:8; 21:6; 22:13). 

- This book also reveals the Power of Jesus Christ (over believers, unbelievers, beasts, storms, earthquakes, 

heavenly bodies, angels, demons, Satan, Babylonianism, heaven, and earth; power to create – new heaven 

and a new earth, and He has power to destroy. 

- This book also reveals the Program of Jesus Christ (Rev. 1:19) which reveals His immediate purpose to 

defeat and destroy Satan and sin so as to accomplish His ultimate purpose of dwelling among His 

people and experiencing fellowship with them. 

 

We must never forget that the Person, the Power, and the Program  

of Jesus Christ is the focus of the book of Revelation. 

 

- REVELATION means ñthe veil rolled asideò or a ñdisclosure.ò 

- Was written by John in about 96 A.D. during the reign of Domitian (the fourth empire - the Roman, which 

Daniel describes as a mongrel beast with iron teeth that crush) which was a time of tremendous 

persecution for believers and thus this book was a source of encouragement because of its promise of 

ultimate victory and reward. 
- The key to the three-fold divisions is found in Rev. 1:19: which speaks of the past, present, & future. 

 Past - “which thou hast seen” (vs. 10-18) - THE VISION OF THE GLORY OF CHRIST. 

 Present - “which are,” things recorded in chapters 2-3; things dealing with the CHURCH from 

Pentecost to Rapture. 

 Future - “which shall be hereafter,” means the things which will happen after the CHURCH age.  

(Tribulation, Millennium, and the Eternal State) 

-This third division begins with chapter 4 and continues through chapter 22:5.  This is essentially the 

prophetic part of the book of Revelation and is all future. 

- We’re currently living between the last verses of Revelation 3 and Revelation 4:1. 

- The next key event to happen is the RAPTURE and it can take place at any time.  Just as no man                                                                           

“knows the day nor the hour” (Matt. 24:36) of Christ’s Second Coming to the earth, neither do we know the 

timing of the Rapture, but we are not to be ignorant concerning “the times and the seasons” (1 Cor. 5:1,7). 

 

- 12 SECTIONS: 

 1.) Chapter 1:1-9: INTRODUCTION (See Exhibit C for Overview of Revelation) 

 2.) Chapter 1:10-18: Christ in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, representing the 

churches of Asia. 

 3.) Chapters 2 & 3: The CHURCH is seen growing in its departure from truth and its first love, 

moving farther and farther from God until the Laodiceans are spewed out of His mouth and the true 

believers at Philadelphia are caught out to meet the Lord in the air. 

 4.) Chapters 4 & 5: The saints are enthroned and glorified. (1 Thess. 4:15-18). 

 5.) Chapter 6:1 through 8:1: Seven seals are opened by the Lamb (7th chapter is parenthetical). 

 6.) Chapters 8 - 9, 11:15-19: Seven trumpets are sounded by seven angels. 

 7.) Chapters 12 - 14: Two actors are revealed with seven results of their actions. 

 8.) Chapters 15 - 16: Seven vials of wrath are poured out upon the earth. 

 9.) Chapters 17 - 18: Destruction of Babylon in her political and ecclesiastical affairs in the closing 

days of time. 

 10.) Chapters 19:1 - 21:8: From the fall of Babylon to the beginning of the Eternal State. 

 11.) Chapters 21:9 - 22:5: The Lambôs bride (Church) and the Millennium. 

 12.) Chapter 22:6 - 21: Warnings, encouragements, .... and the final prayer in scripture. 
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-     In chapters 2 & 3 we see the moral history of the church here on earth in the successive periods of its 

history from the close of the first century of Christianity to the final rejection of the Laodiceans, and the 

Rapture. 

-     Chapters 4 & 5 move from the earth into heaven, and we see the saints removed to their heavenly 

home.  - The Rapture takes place between the last verses of chapter 3 and the first verse of chapter 4. Thus, 

chapter 4 and thereafter is future (hereafter). See Exhibit D for the chronology of the chapters. 

 

- PARENTHETICAL PORTIONS IN REVELATION: 

 1.) Chapter 7, (between the 6th & 7th seals) 

 2.) Chapter 10 and chapter 11:1-13, (between the 6th & 7th trumpets) 

 3.) Chapter 14:1-4, (between the sounding of the 7th trumpet and the pouring our of the vials of the 

wrath of God) 

 4.) Chapter 16:13-16: (records what John saw between the 6th & 7th vials) 

 5.) Chapter 19:1-10: (records what John saw between the pouring out of the 7th vial and the return of 

Christ in His glory & power following the destruction of Babylon) 

 6.) Chapters 21:9 through 22:5: (John sees the New Jerusalem) 

 

- SEVEN KEY PERSONS OF REVELATION: 

 1.) LORD JESUS CHRIST - the LAMB OF GOD who purchased the CHURCH with His blood. 

 2.) The great dragon, the old serpent, Satan, the devil, (Rev. 12:7-9: 13:7; 20:10) In his last gigantic 

drive on this earth Satan will be supported by his two ministers -- the beast and false prophet. 

 3.) The two beasts -- one religious, the other political (Rev. 11:7, chap. 12 &13, 14:9, 16:7, 19:19-

20, 20:10). 

 4.) The Antichrist, who will be the false messiah (John 5:43; 2 Thess. 2) and also known as the beast 

(Rev. 16:13, Rev. 19:20, Rev. 20:10). “Another beast” (Rev. 13:11-17). Daniel refers to him as the “king” in 

Daniel 11:36-39). 

 5.) The King of the North (Dan. 11). 

 6.) The King of the South (Dan. 11). 

 7.) Gog - the last ruler of Russia; the head of the great northern army which will come down upon 

Israel (Ezekiel 38 - 39).  Gog is the ruler and Magog is the land. 

- Some portions of Revelation will not be understood until they are fulfilled. (Just as Daniel) 

- God will ultimately triumph, the saints will be blessed, and sin will be judged. 

- Just as John the Baptist prepared the way for Christôs first coming, the teachings of Revelation are to 

prepare us for the Second Coming of Christ. 

- Contains more Symbolism than any other New Testament book, using animals, humans, artifacts from 

the temple, and even numbers. 

- Many of the symbols are interpreted within Revelation; others normally are explained according to their 

context, and others are explained by previous usage in other books of the Bible. 

- It sums up all previous prophecy concerning: the CHURCH, ISRAEL, & the NATIONS.  We find the 

CHURCH in the beginning, ISRAEL in the middle, and THE NATIONS at the end of the book. 

- We find these three also in the NEW JERUSALEM: the CHURCH in the foundation, represented by the 

12 apostles; ISRAEL in the gates, each with a tribe of Israel’s name over it; and the saved NATIONS in the 

streets where they walk in the light of the city’s glory. 

- The consummation of Revelation is a NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH.....PARADISE 

REGAINED. 

- The highlight of Old Testament prophecy was the Kingdom, an age in which the Messiah would pour 

out blessings upon His people as never before. Old Testament saints never saw beyond the Millennium. 

Revelation takes us beyond that to the Eternal State where heaven and the new earth become one and God 

dwells with man. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
V. 1-3   THE TITLE  
  

 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servantsðthings which must shortly take place. 

And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John, 
2
 who bore witness to the word of God, and to the 

testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 
3
 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this 

prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near. 

                                                                                                                                                         

v.1 This book is NOT the book of REVELATIONS, it is ONE  REVELATION. 

- It is NOT “the Revelation of St. John the Divine” but IS “the REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST”. 

- “REVELATION” in Greek is “APOCALUPSIS” (to unveil) from which we get “APOCALYPSE”. 

- It is an unveiling of the Lord Jesus Christ in His glory as Judge and King, as well as the events that 

precede & accompany His return. Revelation reveals His Person, His Power, and His Plan. 

- When Christ was asked by His disciples when ñthese thingsò would come to pass (Mark 13:1-31), He 

replied that He did not know (not yet), but only the Father knew.  After Christôs ascension He received 

the answer from His Father, and sent an angel unto one of His disciples, John, to impart to him and to the 

Churches the information unveiled in Revelation.  Scripture would be incomplete without it. 

- The Revelation was given by God the Father to Christ, to an angel to reveal to John, & to His servants 

(believers). Divine conveyance is clearly delineated. 

- Only book of the Bible to which Jesus affixes His signature: “I Jesus have sent Mine Angel to testify unto 

you these things in the Churches” (Rev. 22:16). 

- “SIGNôIFIED,” means it’s full of symbols and signs that are explained in scripture (such as Daniel). 

The meanings of these signs and symbols are not to be determined by pure speculation nor by current 

newspaper events. Symbols are used: 1.) to reduce persecution of the early church because its message could 

be seen as a threat to Roman power, and 2.) to mercifully withhold truth from those who will not believe it so 

their judgment will not be as severe because of the principle of degrees of punishment. 

v. 2 Forty-four times in the book of Revelation John says: “I saw.” These first two verses summarize the 

content and the source of the message of this book. 

v. 3 Revelation begins with a BLESSING and ends with a CURSE on any who add to or take away from it 

(Rev. 22:18-19). It is the only book in the Bible that promises a blessing to those who study it. 

- Revelation is PROPHETIC, it reveals the FUTURE.  It is the final prophecy until Christ returns. 

- Any so-called later revelations are IMPOSTERS and FALSE PROPHETS. 

- The blessing is upon those that READ or HEAR the message in Revelation and KEEP or apply it. 

- There are seven Blessings (Beatitudes) in Revelation:  1.)  the blessed Challenge (1:3)  2.) the blessed 

comfort (14:13)  3.)  the blessed cautiousness (16:15)  4.)  the blessed calling (19:9)  5.) the blessed conquest 

(20:6)  6.)  the blessed cherishing (22:7)  and 7.)  the blessed conformity (22:14). 

- Satan hates this book because it tells of his being downcast and imprisoned in the bottomless pit, then cast 

into the LAKE OF FIRE.  SATAN WANTS PEOPLE TO SHUN ITS READING. 

- Daniel was told to SEAL UP his prophecy until the “time of the end” (of the Gentiles), (Dan. 12:4,9) but 

John was told to “SEAL NOT” the sayings, for the TIME IS AT HAND (Rev. 22:10). These words denote 

readiness to be fulfilled and thus John views them as being Imminent. 

- Symbols indicate Revelation was written for those with “spiritual discernment.” 

V. 4 - 6    THE SALUTATION 

 
John, to the seven churches which are in Asia:  

Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are 

before His throne, 
5
 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the 

kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and 

priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
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v. 4 The salutation is to the “seven churches which are in Asia,ò but does not mean there were only seven 

churches in the western end of Asia Minor bordering the Aegean and Mediterranean Seas. (There were also 

churches at Colosse (Col. 1:2), Hierapolis (Col. 4:3), and Troas (Acts 20:6-7). 

- SEVEN is the number of completeness, or spiritual perfection. 

- These seven churches must be representative or typical churches, chosen for certain characteristics 

typical of the character of the Church of Christ, not only in that day, but down through the centuries 

until the Church be removed, and they represent seven Church periods. We find this to be the case in 

chapters 2 & 3. The point is that John is writing to the whole church. 

- “which IS, which WAS, and which IS TO COME”  denote the THREEFOLD OFFICES of Christ as:  

  PROPHET                           PRIEST                                    KING 
                “which Was”                          “which Is”                        “which IS TO COME”                                                                                                                                               

                  “Faithful Witness”         “First Begotten from Dead”    “Prince of the Kings of the Earth”                                                                                                                                                        

                       the WORD                           the LAMB                                   the LION                                                                                                                                             

  

and corresponds with the “things ... hast seen, ... which are, and things which shall be” in Rev. 1:19. 

 

                                            GRACE                                                     PEACE 
Without it:                   We’d burn in Hell                                      We’d be miserable                                                                                     

It is the:                      Source of all blessing                               Source of all happiness         

It:                                  Brings Salvation                                          Brings Joy 

 

- The seven Spirits:  (Isa. 11:2)  1.)  spirit of the Lord  2.)  spirit of wisdom  3.)  understanding  4.)  counsel 

5.) might  6.)  knowledge and  7.)  the fear of the Lord, denote the seven ministries of the Holy 

Spirit. 

v. 5 “the faithful witness” denotes the work of Christ for us during His life (John 18:37).  (Prophet) 

       “the first begotten of the dead” denotes the work of Christ after His death & resurrection. (Priest) 

       “the prince of the kings of the earth”  denotes the position of Christ at His Second Coming. (King) 

- Proof of His love for us lies in the fact that He ñ..washed us from our sins in His own blood.” (1 John 1:7) 

v.6 Because we are IN CHRIST and CHRIST IN US, He has made US ñKINGSò & ñPRIESTS.ò 

- Confirmation that believers are kings is given in Rev. 5:10: ñAnd have made us kings and priestséò. 

- Confirmation that believers are priests is given in 1 Peter 2:9: “a royal priesthood.” 

- The “Amen” means “so be it” and signifies the writer’s assent to the truths contained herein. 

 

V. 7-8  THE ANNOUNCEMENT of THE THEME 

 
 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the 

earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 
8
 ñI am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,ò 

says the Lord, ñwho is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.ò 

 

 

v. 7 This verse contains the first prophecy of this book and refers to the second stage of Christôs Second 

Coming.   The First stage is the Rapture of the Church, which is where Christ comes FOR church age 

believers (John 14:3; Philippians 3:20;  1 Thessalonians 4:15-18;  and in 1 Corinthians 15:23) prior to the 

Tribulation.  This second stage of Christ’s Second Coming is where He comes back to the earth WITH His 

saints at the end of the Tribulation. 

                                                    Rapture                                          Revelation 
                                       No persons will see Him                     every eye shall see Him 

                                        Comes FOR His saints                      Comes WITH His saints 

                                         He descends in the air                       He descends to the earth 

                                        Saints return to heaven                Saints come w/ Christ from heaven 

                                He comes to unite with His Bride              He comes in judgment 
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                                                Is imminent                             Happens after the tribulation 

                                           No signs precede it                    Sign of Son of Man precedes it 

                                    Was a mystery to OT saints              Was well-known to OT saints 

                                         Presented as a Hope                        Presented as Judgment 

                              Followed by judgment for rewards       Followed by judgment of nations 

                       Not preceded by revealing of Antichrist      Is preceded by revealing of Antichrist 

                             Christ comes as “Morning Star”           Christ comes as “Sun of Righteousness” 

                                Satan is not bound at this time                    Satan is bound at this time 

 

- The Rapture of the Church and the Second Coming to the earth are separated by at least seven years. 

- There are seven references in Revelation to Christ’s Second Coming: 1:7;  2:25;  3:3, 11;  22:7, 12, 20. 

 

Are we ready for the imminent return of the Lord? 

 

 

v. 8 Christ is the Alpha and Omega, the first and last letters of Greek alphabet.  He is before all and after 

all. He is also everything in between:  Almighty, Blessed, Caring, Door, Everlasting, Faithful, Great, Holy, 

In-comparable, Just, Kind, Loving, Merciful, Never-failing, Omnipotent, Perfect, Quick, Righteous, Stone, 

True, Uniting, Victorious, Wise, Xcellent, Youth-giving, and Zealous.   

This verse speaks of the person of Christ showing He is divine and eternal.  
- This verse also speaks of the power of Christ signifying His control over all things including time itself. 

- These first eight verses point to the main event which will follow, the Lordôs Second Coming, then 

presents His faithfulness to His promises and His power to bring these events to pass. 

 

V. 9-18  THE VISION OF THE GLORIFIED CHRIST 

 

 
I , John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the 

island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
10

 I was in the Spirit on the 

Lordôs Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 
11

 saying, ñI am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

First and the Last,ò and, ñWhat you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to 

Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.ò 
12

 Then I turned to see 

the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 
13

 and in the midst of the seven 

lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a 

golden band. 
14

 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 
15

 His 

feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 
16

 He had in His right 

hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in 

its strength. 
17

 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, ñDo 

not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 
18

 ñI am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. 

Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.  

 

v. 9  John is banned by Domitian to the island of Patmos for preaching the Word. John had been an elder 

in the church at Ephesus. Even though his conditions were bleak, the Holy Spirit could not be bound and 

there he received the greatest testimony of Jesus Christ. 

- Many of the scriptures were written under adverse conditions: 

 Moses wrote the Pentateuch while wandering in the wilderness. 

 David wrote the Psalms while being pursued by Saul. 

 Isaiah lived in difficult days and died a martyr’s death. 

 Ezekiel and Daniel wrote in exile. 

 Jeremiahôs life was one of persecution and trial. 

 Peter wrote his letters shortly before being martyred. 

 Paul wrote letters from prison. 
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-The Roman emperor Domitian (81-96 A.D.) sent John to the penal colony of Patmos (an island about six 

miles by ten miles in the Aegean Sea off the coast of present day Turkey) where he worked in the rock 

quarries until Domitian’s death in 96 A.D. when Nerva, his successor, allowed John to return to Ephesus. 

- John was a fellow partaker in three things: 1.) the present religious persecution 2.) the future kingdom 

of Christ and 3.) their steadfastness in the midst of affliction. 

v. 10 John was in the Spirit. The Holy Spirit has caught John up and projected him in his spirit to a future 

time in this vision.  

- Some say the “Lord’s day” refers to the “Day of the Lord” which is used to describe the coming judgment 

of the tribulation period and the millennial reign of Christ. The word “Lord” is an adjective, not a noun. 

v. 11 First, he heard (v. 10); then he was told to write the things he saw, then send them to the seven 

churches. The entire book of Revelation was to go to each church, not just their special section from 

chapter 2-3. These churches were not superior spiritually but they were chosen because they were 

representative churches. 

v. 12 The seven golden candlesticks are the seven churches (v. 20). (single candlesticks, not sevens). 

This imagery takes us back to the tabernacle and temple where a priest would minister. 

- Gold represents deity and glory of Christ in the midst of the candlesticks, and the implied olive oil is 

symbolic of the power of the Holy Spirit.  The principal function of these churches is to give forth light. 

- Christ is the head of the church and He is to be the central focus of the church.  While on earth Christ said, 

“I  am the light of the world” and prior to His leaving he told the disciples “Ye are the light of the world.” 

 

Are we being the kind of light in the world that we should be? 

 

v.13 “Son of Man” is the most common title Christ used for Himself. 

- The clothing described here is that of a priest or a judge, but the priest was girded about the waist 

signifying service, whereas a judge was girded about the shoulders or chest indicating a magisterial 

function (John 13:2-5; Rev. 15:6) 

 

The Description of Christ in Glory (v. 13-16) 

 Clothed with a garment to his feet - the clothing of a priest and judge, for glory and beauty 

 His head and hair white as snow – (wisdom & purity) compares with the “Ancient of Days” of 

Daniel 7:9 

 His eyes as a flame of fire - penetrating discernment (omniscience) 

 His feet like fine brass - brass speaks of righteous judgment & He will trample His enemies 

 His voice as the sound of many waters - the voice of power and authority 

   (His voice is judgment to the unsaved, but joy to the saved) 

 Seven stars in His right hand (symbol of official control) - these are angels (ministers, messengers) 

securely held by Christ (frequently refers to human messengers – 2 Cor. 8:23) 

 (if the ministers are faithful no one can take them from Christ’s hand, but if they are untrue, none can 

escape His judgment) 

 Out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword (the type the Romans used to kill with) - it is the 

Word of God with which He will judge His enemies (Heb. 4:12). 

 His countenance was as the sun shining in His strength (the unveiled shekinah glory)- Christ is the 

sun and we reflect His glory. (Christ is the light of the world, the sun of righteousness to Israel, and the 

bright and morning star to the church.  John 8:12; Mal. 4:2; and Rev. 22:16 ) 

 

How much are we reflecting the light of Christ into the dark world around us? 

 

v. 17  John fell at His feet as dead (just as Daniel did in Dan. 10:7-9 and Paul in Acts 9:4); such was the 

overwhelming power and majesty of seeing the unveiled glory of the righteousness of the Son of God.  

John had laid his head in the bosom of Jesus earlier on earth. 
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- Christ lays His right hand upon John to reassure and comfort him.  The same hand which metes out 

judgment to the wicked, also metes out love to His own. 

- “the first and the last” is a divine title used three times in Isaiah: 41:4;  44:6;  and 48:12.  It is also used 

three times in Revelation: 1:17;  2:8; and 22:13.  Christ is the source and sum of all creation, and by Him all 

things consist (or are held together). Not only is Christ the Creator, but He is also the Sustainer. 

v. 18  The very source of life liveth, even though He was dead for a little while, He was resurrected and He 

will never die again, for He liveth forevermore and He even possesses the keys of hell and death.  The last 

enemy Christ will destroy will be death, but because He lives, we live. All that die do so in Godôs time, not 

Satan’s and all that die without Christ do so of their own choosing. 

- The key is the symbol of undisputed authority, and Christ has authority over the state of death and 

the place of death. 
 

V. 19-20  JOHN COMMANDED TO WRITE 

 
ñWrite the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this. 

20
 

ñThe mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars 

are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches. 

 

v. 19 gives us the threefold divisions of the book: (His Glory, His Grace, and His Government) 

 1.) Past - “the things which you have seen”: Chapter One which reveals Jesus Christ as the glorious 

King in the midst of the lampstands. 

 2.) Present - “the things which are”: Chapters 2-3, which refer to the letters to the seven churches. 

 3.) Future - “the things which will take place after this”: Chapters 4-22, which covers the time from 

the Rapture of the church (which concludes the church age) to the eternal state; including the Tribulation, the 

Millennium, and the Eternal State. “After this” is a chronological phrase. 

v. 20 gives the interpretation of the stars (messengers) and the candlesticks (churches.) 

God interprets these symbols for us but many of the other symbols depend upon knowledge of the rest of 

revealed scripture. There are over 500 references in Revelation to Old Testament scripture. 

CHAPTER TWO 
ñThe Things Which Areò 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

- The messages to the seven churches in Revelation chapters two and three contain divine revelation and 

exhortation pertaining to the present Church Age.  They constitute one of the most penetrating views of 

the characteristics of the present church found in scripture with respect to church doctrine and Christian 

living. See Exhibit E for a summary of the seven churches. 

- Another truism concerning the messages to these seven churches is that because of the incisive character 

and pointed denunciation of departure from biblical morality and doctrine, many ministers have neglected 

these messages to the church.  Unfortunately, many of the shortcomings of the church today are a direct 

outgrowth of this neglect. 

- The messages to the seven churches are inserted between two visions:  the vision of the glorified Christ in 

the midst of the lampstands in chapter one and the vision of chapter four of the twenty-four elders round 

about the throne (representing the glorified church). 

- The seven churches represent the church age from Pentecost to the Rapture. 

- The letters are messages of reproof, rebuke, and reassurance. 

- These seven letters are brief and each contains a description of Christ as given in Rev. 1:12-20 that is 

appropriate to that church.  
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THE THREEFOLD MEANING OF THE MESSAGE TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES 

 

FIRST:   Each letter has a primary association.  The letters were intended to be meaningful and helpful to 

the Christians in each specific church that first received the message.  Each church could see how they 

“measured up” to the message and could clearly see their spiritual state. A “church” here is defined as a local 

group of people who profess to believe in Christ; and as such will contain both true believers and non-

believers. 

 

SECOND:   Each letter also carries with it a personal application.  These exhortations also apply to each 

individual believer today.  This is why Christ says to each and every one of the seven churches, “He that 

hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”  These messages constitute both 

instruction and warning to the individual believer today. 

 

THIRD:   Each letter has a prophetic anticipation.  These seven churches reveal the conditions which will 

be present in the Church Age (both as a church and individually) and they will also reveal the characteristics 

of a succession of historical periods which make up this Church Dispensation. See Exhibit F for a 

summary of these historical periods. 

 

V. 1-7  THE JUDGMENT OF EPHESUS 

  
ñTo the angel of the church of Ephesus write,  

óThese things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden 

lampstands: 
2
 ñI know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you 

have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 
3
 ñand you have persevered and 

have patience, and have labored for My nameôs sake and have not become weary. 
4
 ñNevertheless I have this 

against you, that you have left your first love. 
5
 ñRemember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the 

first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its placeðunless you repent. 
6
 ñBut 

this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
7
 ñHe who has an ear, let him hear what 

the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of 

the Paradise of God.ò ô 

 

- Ephesus means desired. 

- Ephesus was the capital and most prominent city in the Roman province of Asia Minor. It was a strategic 

seacoast city and was a great religious, political, and commercial center.  This city was very important in the 

early history of the church. Timothy had labored there (1 Tim. 1:3) as had John. It was the first recipient of 

four New Testament books (Ephesians, 1 & 2 Timothy, and Revelation) and possibly more (John’s gospel 

and his three epistles). Paul also wrote 1 Corinthians from Ephesus. 

- Ephesus was the location of the pagan temple of Diana, which was considered one of the Seven Wonders 

of the World.  It was the reduction in the sale of idol dolls of the goddess Diana that resulted in the riot of 

Acts 19 after Paul preached the gospel there.  This was testimony of the fervent witness of the early 

church.  Paul preached in Ephesus for a period of three years (Acts 20:31). 

v. 1 The “angel” refers to the human messenger or overseer shepherd of this church, and he is held in the 

hand of Christ for Godly protection as well as divine authority.  “Neither shall any man pluck them out of My 

hand” (John 10:28).  The “stars” are sustained by Christ. 

v. 2 The “I know…” which is emphasized in all seven church letters emphasizes the omniscience and 

omnipresence of Jesus Christ and the appropriateness of His being the Judge of these churches. Here also 

we see that the early church was not afraid to discipline their members in order to maintain sound 

doctrine and holiness. The pattern for discipline had been given in Matthew 18:15-19. They were loyal to 

the truth and had remained faithful to the Lord for over forty years and had tried those who falsely claimed 

to be apostles. Men were given oversight in the work as a result of their spiritual power, not their social 

prominence. 
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Is our church discipline what it should be? 

 

 

Do we want church growth at the expense of truth and holiness? 

 

 

Is our church being led by spiritual leaders empowered by the Holy Spirit or by the socially 

or financially prominent who lack spiritual discernment? 

 

 

Do we ñtry the spiritsò (1 John 4:1) to maintain sound doctrine? 

 

v. 3 Christ recognizes their perseverance in laboring for His name’s sake. 

v. 4 Unfortunately we see that they left their first love (which was characterized by evangelism,  

missionary work, and studying the Word. – Acts 18:24-28).  Sacrifice even unto death means nothing if it 

is done without love (1 Cor. 13).  When one’s love declines, one’s soul begins to drift.  Love is the very 

heart of Christianity. The greatest commandment is to love the Lord your God (Matthew 22:37, 38). 

 

Has our first love for Christ subsided? 

 

v. 5 This church was warned to repent (to change one’s thinking – 2 Chronicles 7:14) Unfortunately, 

eventually the candlestick was removed from this church and today the area is a small Muslim village. 

v. 6 The Nicolaitans (nikao, meaning “to conquer,” and laos meaning “the people” or “laity”) were an early 

heretical sect which originated the system which divided the church into two groups -- the clergy and the 

laity, a system in which religious dignitaries domineered the people in the church.  No man has the right to 

“lord over God’s heritage” (1 Peter 5:3).  Christ is the only mediator. Their teaching and practice were 

immoral, perhaps even idolatrous. 

- Every believer is a priest, even a royal priest (1 Peter 2:9) and can enter boldly into God’s presence (Heb. 

10:19-25). 

v. 7 teaches that we must be attentive to the leading of the Holy Spirit in church matters.  The Holy Spirit 

is Christ’s representative on this earth. The church is not to be managed like a secular business. This message 

while written to the church, is also for individuals. 

 

If the Holy Spirit were removed from the church would it continue on as usual? 

 

 

- The “overcomer” in this verse is a persevering Christian and he is rewarded with the blessing of eating 

from the tree of life. This promise of a future reward becomes a motivation to follow Christ in present 

trials. 

In church history, conditions described in this letter characterized the apostolic age. 

 

V. 8-11   THE JUDGMENT OF SMYRNA 
 

ñAnd to the angel of the church in Smyrna write,  

óThese things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life: 
9
 ñI know your works, tribulation, and 

poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a 

synagogue of Satan. 
10

 ñDo not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to 

throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, 

and I will give you the crown of life. 
11

 ñHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He 

who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.ò ô 
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- Smyrna means “bitter,” and comes from the word “myrrh.” It was experiencing bitter persecution. 

- Smyrna was a wealthy seaport city of 100,000 located 40 miles north of Ephesus and one of its principal 

products was myrrh, which was a gum resin taken from a shrubby tree and had a bitter taste.  It was used as 

an ingredient in making perfume (Psa. 45:8); 

- It was one of the holy ingredients in the anointing oil of the priests (Exodus 30:23); for the purification of 

women (Esther 2:12); and for embalming (John 19:39).  

- Smyrna had died as a city on several occasions because of invasions and earthquakes, but had risen again 

to new life as its residents had rebuilt it. Many residents there worshipped a goddess named Cybele who 

stood for the yearly renewing of nature. Her followers claimed she arose from the dead every spring. 

- The church at Smyrna was in the midst of bitter suffering and sorrow, being persecuted by pagan Rome 

under the emperor Domitian. Christians were often killed for refusing to sacrifice to the emperor. 

v. 8 Christ reminds this church in the midst of their suffering and persecution that He too suffered and died 

willingly at the hands of men because of His love for them; but that He was now alive again, just as they 

would be and could anticipate ultimate victory. 

 

 

What an assurance we have as Christians that regardless of how terrible the trials 

are that we will face in this life, through Christ we will ultimately be triumphant! 

 

 

- “the first and the last” refers us back to the description of Christ given in 1:17. 

v.9  Christ confirms to them that He knows what sufferings they are going through; and He knows that 

they are in poverty (probably as a result of their being stripped of their wealth during their persecution by 

the Romans), but reminds them that they are rich in spiritual things.  (Eph. 1:18; 2 Cor. 6:10).  Laodicea 

says she is rich, but in fact she is spiritually bankrupt. 

- Some of their sufferings were caused by unbelieving Jews (by birth) and thus they were said to be of the 

“synagogue of Satan” (see Romans 2:28-29; Matthew 3:7-9; John 8:33; 2 Corinthians 11:22; and 

Philippians 3:4).  Some of the early Christians’ worst enemies were unconverted Jews. 

- False religion has been the most zealous opponent of true Christianity. 

v. 10  Christ lets them know their real enemy is the devil and even though they be imprisoned and tried by 

men, it was really the work of Satan.  Christ let them know that their trials were not over, for they would 

suffer “ten days of tribulation.”  These are generally considered to be the following ten periods: 

  1.)  Nero  54-68 AD  2.)  Domitian  81-96 AD 3.) Trajan  98-117 AD 

  4.)  Aurelius  161-180 AD 5.)  Severus  193-211 AD 6.)  Maximinius  235-238 AD 

  7.)  Decius  249-251 AD 8.)  Valerian  253-260 AD 9.)  Aurelian  270-275 AD  

                      10.)  Diocletian  284-305 AD 

- Others consider the “ten days” to be the ten years of the reign of Diocletian. 

- The “ten days” shows there is divine restriction to the suffering.  God is sovereign. 

- It is not difficult to understand why the ungodly suffer, but the more difficult question is: 

 

Why does God allow Christians to suffer persecutions? 

 

 

- The root cause of all pain, suffering, and trials is SIN.  The wages of sin is DEATH.  Sin is in the entire 

world and no man can escape its consequences, not even Godly Christians. 

 - Suffering may be the result of a believerôs sin (Disciplinary) (1 Cor. 11:29-32). 

 - Suffering may be to “get our attention,” to prevent our doing or being something God doesnôt 

want us to do or be (Preventive) (2 Cor. 12:7). 
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 - Suffering may be to “get our attention” to cause us to do something that God wants us to do for 

Him; such as Jonah in the whale when God directed him to go to Nineveh.  (Causative). 

 - Suffering may be used to build or strengthen our faith (Edifying) (Romans 5:3-4).  Suffering for 

Christ can galvanize one’s determination to live for the Lord. 

 - Suffering can provide a tremendous testimony for those watching to see how Christians stand up 

to the pressures of suffering.  The purifying fire of affliction can make the lamp of testimony burn 

brighter. 

 

God allows suffering, to draw us or someone else closer to Himself! 

 

 

God allows suffering to demonstrate His GRACE to us. 

 

- God promises that no testing will be too great for us.  He will give us the strength to endure.  1 Cor. 10:13. 

- Being faithful unto death would result in a “Crown of Life.”  Other crowns of reward are: 

 Incorruptible Crown (Victor’s Crown) - 1 Cor. 9:24-27 self-control and temperance 

 Crown of Rejoicing (Soul Winner’s Crown) - 1 Thess. 2:19,20; Phil. 4:1 

 Crown of Righteousness - 2 Tim. 4:6-8, for those who love the Lord’s appearing 

 Crown of Life - Rev. 2:10; James 1:12;  to them that love Him and are tried for His sake 

 Crown of Glory - (Pastor’s Crown) 1 Peter 5:1-4;   to those who are examples to the flock, such as 

elders and spiritual leaders -- but NOT for those who serve for “filthy lucre” 

- Notice that crowns will be personally given to believers by Christ Himself and will be given at the 

judgment seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3:13). 

v.11 The believers at Smyrna were exhorted that the overcomers would not be hurt of the second death.  

This is reference to the death which is for those unbelievers who will go before the Great White Throne for 

judgment (Rev. 20:11-15).  The dead unbelievers will be raised from the dead and re-united with their 

bodies for this judgment; but after the judgment there will be a second death and they will be cast into the 

Lake of Fire, which was originally prepared for Satan and his followers, and will be in eternal torment. 

- It is obvious that Satan was trying to destroy the church during the first two centuries.  It is estimated 

that as many as five million Christians were killed during this period.  See Foxe’s Christian Martyrs. 

- Not one word of rebuke was given to this church. 

 

V. 12-17  THE JUDGMENT OF PERGAMOS 

 
 ñAnd to the angel of the church in Pergamos write,  

óThese things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword: 
13

 ñI know your works, and where you dwell, where 

Satanôs throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was 

My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 
14

 ñBut I have a few things against you, because 

you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the 

children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality. 
15

 ñThus you also have those 

who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 
16

 óRepent, or else I will come to you quickly and will 

fight against them with the sword of My mouth. 
17

 ñHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and 

on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it.ò ô 

 

Pergamos (modern Bergama) is about 55 miles north of Smyrna inland from the Aegean Sea. It was noted 

for 1.) being a center for emperor worship and pagan religious cults 2.) having a university with a large 

library, and 3.) being the center of parchment production. It was a religious city of wealth and fashion.  It 

had temples erected to many false gods such as: Athena, Dionysus, Zeus, Aphrodite, and Aesculapius 

(the god of medicine who was worshipped under the sign of a serpent).  It boasted a library of 200,000 

volumes later sent to Egypt as a gift from Anthony to Cleopatra. 
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- Pergamosô root gamos means “married” and Pergamos also means “elevation.”  It speaks of the time 

when the church was elevated to a place of power, and was married to the world.  Historically it 

corresponds to a period of time in which the church was “married” with the state under Constantine and his 

successors.  (See Ironside’s Revelation  p. 43). He made Christianity the official state religion. 

- Constantine is said to have had a vision of a cross with a voice saying “In this sign, conquer.”  He was 

told the cross was the sign of the Christian religion and if he followed it he would become emperor of the 

world. 

-He liberated Christians, adopted their religion, bestowed honored positions on the bishops, gave them 

thrones to sit upon, and began ñmarryingò Christian beliefs with pagan customs to appease the masses. 

The pagan festival of the winter solstice which was considered the birthday of the “Sun God” and was a 

high festival and was celebrated in Rome by the great games of the Circus which he combined with the 

celebration of Christ’s birth because He was the “Sun of Righteousness.”  It was at this time that the 

doctrine of the Second Coming of Christ was forsaken because they thought this reigning church was 

Christ’s kingdom.  (Keep in mind all this happened “where Satan’s seat is”).  At this time Arius denied the 

eternity of the Word, claiming Jesus originated by God when He was born.  A major debate ensued in 

Nicea with Constantine presiding, bearing the title of Pontifex Maximus -- High Priest of the Heathen  

- Constantine’s patronage did what Diocletian’s persecution could not do -- destroy it from without (as a 

roaring lion). It corrupted the church who then gave her hand in marriage to the world and entered into an 

unholy alliance and began to destroy the church from within.  Slowly but surely the pagan influences 

increased.  The church began to shroud itself in mystery and ritualism.  The Chaldean tau, which was the 

elevation of a large “T” on a pole, was changed to a cross.  The rosary of pagan origin was introduced.  

Celibacy of priests and nuns had its counterparts in the vestal virgins of paganism.  Other doctrines 

introduced were: Prayers for the dead, worship of saints and angels (375 AD), mass instituted (394 AD), 

worship of Mary (431AD), priests began dressing differently (500 AD), purgatory (593AD), worship 

conducted in Latin (600 AD), and prayers directed to Mary (600 AD).  See Exhibit G for a summary. From 

312 AD on, the Church became more Roman and less Christian in its practices. 

- Pergamos was known for its parchment which was thought to have originated there. 

- Some think that the reference to “Satanôs seat” concerns the great altar of Zeus which is now in East 

Berlin. 

- Believers of Pergamos had a difficult time being in the center of paganism, the throne of Satanic 

operations. 

v. 12  The reference to the two-edged sword is found seven times in scripture:  Luke 2:35; Rev. 1:16; 2:12, 

16;  6:8; 9:15, 21.  The sword is a very long and sharp one which represents the character of the Word of 

God.  On the one edge it can cut loose the cords that bind our sins to us to free us, and on the other hand it 

can mete out the judgment of God upon those who fail to repent and come to Christ.  It is the instrument of 

Salvation and it is the instrument of Death and Judgment. 

- Rome had given this city the rare power of capital punishment which was symbolized by the sword. 

- The reference to the sword is for Confirmation of the author and Encouragement of the believers. 

v. 13   “I know thy works” once again attests to the Omniscience of Christ as Judge and is mentioned for 

each of the churches. 

- Twice we have the reference to Satanôs seat.  The pagan mystery cults begun at Babylon had 

transferred to Pergamos after the death of Belshazzar, and later moved to Rome (The Two Babylons  p. 

240). 

- Christ praised the faithful believers for standing firm even while being in the shadow of Satanôs throne. 

-Antipas was a dentist and physician accused of propagating Christianity and being disloyal to Caesar and 

was condemned to death and was shut up in a copper bull, which was then heated until it was red hot. 

 

Are we willing to be faithful to the Lord even when surrounded by Satanôs forces? 
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- The emphasis in this church is not on numbers, but on being faithful to the name of the Lord.  We’re 

told that “where two or three are gathered in My name, there am I in the midst.” 

- Christ praised them for their doctrinal faithfulness and for the faithfulness of one even unto death. 

 

Would you stand firm in your Christian faith if it cost you your life? 

 

Is the name of Jesus Christ more precious to you than life? 

 

- “It is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” 1 Cor. 4:2. 

v. 14  The church at Pergamos had tolerated those with the doctrine of Balaamism instead of rebuking 

them Paul gives us a good lesson in church discipline in 1 Cor. 5:1-13.   

- It was at Balaamôs advice that the Israelites intermarried with the heathen Moabites (their enemy) to 

pollute them spiritually (Numbers 22-25).  Balaam was a prophet with God’s word in his mouth, but 

material gain in his heart.  He prostituted the gospel for gain (2 Peter 2:15, Jude 11).  Balak, king of 

Moab, had offered him a sizeable sum to curse Israel.  He failed at cursing them, but succeeded in 

corrupting them.  Just as in Genesis Satan switched tactics from murder (Genesis 4) to mixture (Genesis 

6). It defiled the members. When Constantine legalized Christianity in 312 A.D. it was overwhelmed by 

paganism. This church was married to the world instead of to Christ. 

v. 15  Nicolaitanism is the doctrine of a strong ecclesiastical hierarchy ruling over the laity. . The 

Nicolaitans regarded these sins of sacred prostitution as acceptable under the pretense of Christian liberty. 

Laymen were given no voice in church affairs, but were required to blindly follow the decrees of the clergy 

who separated themselves more and more from the laity and ceased to be an effective tool in the hand of 

God.  Christ says He hates this doctrine.  It has ruined more churches than any other teaching.  It violates 

Matt. 23:8-12 in that it denies the headship of Christ. 

v. 16  The command to “Repent” was given to the believers in the church who tolerated the false teachers 

and the false doctrines.  The principle taught in 1 Corinthians 11:31-32 is that if we as believers will judge 

ourselves we will not be judged but if we don’t we should anticipate God’s judgment.  Christ promises to 

fight against “them” with the sword of His mouth.  It should be noted that Balaam himself was slain by the 

sword (Numbers 31:8; Joshua 13:22). 

 

If we take sides with the enemy we should expect Godôs judgment. 

 

v. 17  That “hidden manna” is the spiritual food and power that Christ imparts unto believers to nourish 

and build them up, even though the world cannot see it. They didn’t need the food of pagan festivals offered 

to idols and if they lost their job and welfare for not supporting the state church Christ wanted them to know 

He would still provide for them. In John 6:31-33 we’re told that Christ Himself is the bread of life. 

Believers should feed spiritually upon Christ.   

- A “white stone” signifies acceptance by Christ of the believer and also signifies victory. In the Greek 

games a white stone was given to the victor. In the courts a white stone meant acquittal and a black stone 

condemnation.  Every believer is eternally acquitted because of the finished work of Christ.  Each will 

receive a “new name” just as a bride receives a new name when she is wed. 
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V. 18-29  THE JUDGMENT OF THYATIRA 

 
ñAnd to the angel of the church in Thyatira write,  

óThese things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: 
19

 ñI know your 

works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first. 
20

 

ñNevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 

prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 
21

 ñAnd 

I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. 
22

 ñIndeed I will cast her into a sickbed, 

and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. 
23

 ñI will kill her 

children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. And I will 

give to each one of you according to your works. 
24

 ñNow to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not 

have this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden. 
25

 ñBut 

hold fast what you have till I come. 
26

 ñAnd he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give 

power over the nationsðóHe shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the potterôs 

vesselsôðas I also have received from My Father; 
28

 ñand I will give him the morning star. 
29

 ñHe who has an ear, 

let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.ò ô 

 

Thyatira was the smallest of the seven cities but it received the longest letter. It was about 40 miles southeast 

of Pergamos.  

- Thyatira means “sacrifice of labor” or “continual sacrifice” and it was this period that began the 

worldwide movement of mass. Thyatira represents Romanism. 

- Thyatira was a prosperous city probably founded by Alexander some 300 years before Christ. It was noted 

for its pottery, tannery, bronze, and especially its dye works.  Lydia, the seller of purple cloth, was from 

Thyatira (Acts 16:14).  She was the first noted convert from Europe and it is possible that she played a part 

in the establishment of the church there.   

- The main local god in Thyatira was Tyrimnas who was considered a son of the gods. 

v. 18  Christ confirms His authorship of this church letter by calling Himself ñthe Son of Godò which 

emphasizes His deity and right to judge and this has significance because it is this church which sought to 

usurp Christôs Deity by exalting Mary and making Him the Son of Mary and not the Son of God; and 

by their exaltation of the Pope and his “infallibility;” and by their encouragement to worship saints and 

angels.  The light which Christ had entrusted to the Churches all but went out during the dark ages 

which saw the developments shown in Exhibit G. 

- Many of the pagan practices were adopted under the plea that they would help convert more pagans. 

-  There is nothing more piercing than the ñeyes like unto a flame of fireò which can see into the deepest 

recesses of the heart to seek out evil; just as Christ saw the hardness of the Pharisees’ hearts (Mark 3:5).  His 

eyes speak of burning indignation and purifying judgment.  The description of His feet as fine brass 

speaks of their brilliant appearance and enhances the glory of Christ in His role as Judge.  Judgment begins 

in the house of the Lord. The brass serpent of the Old Testament spoke of the judgment of God upon 

Christ as He would die for the sins of the world.  To the wicked, Christôs feet speak of judgment; but to the 

saints they are a thing of beauty as He brings good tidings of salvation (Isaiah 52:7). 

v. 19  They are commended for their love, service, faith, and patience. Love shows itself in service, and 

faith demonstrates itself in perseverance through persecution. 

v. 20  Another woman played a major role in ruining the church at Thyatira.  Some believe she was the wife 

of the presiding elder of the church at Thyatira.  She is called a Jezebel after the wickedest woman in the Old 

Testament (wife of apostate King Ahab in 1 Kings 18 & 19); which was the equivalent of a man being called 

a “Judas.”  Jezebel sought to destroy Godôs prophet, Elijah.  She set up Baal worship in Israel resulting 

in more idolatry and sexual immorality than ever before (1 Kings 16:32). 

- They had allowed this Jezebel woman to teach in the church (in violation of 1 Tim. 2:12), and she 

spiritually seduced them, sweeping aside the worship of God and putting immorality and the worship 

of idols in its place. 
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Are we willing to stand against false teachers and false doctrines 

in the Church even at the risk of being labeled ñintolerant?ò 

 

 

- Idolatry is the worship of images and is strictly forbidden in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:4-5). 

v. 21 God exercised grace by giving her time to repent. 

v. 22 When God raised up the mighty reformers of Wycliffe, John Knox, Martin Luther, and Calvin, she 

did not repent; and in fact she continued with her fornicated doctrines and she will continue with them right 

into the tribulation and will manifest herself at last as Babylon the Great, headed up by the False Prophet 

to accomplish a one-world religion for the Anti-Christ. 

v. 23  Women are not to teach men in the Church (1 Tim. 2:12-14).  This Jezebel had taught false doctrines 

in the church which had given rise to new followers (children) of these false teachings.  God’s judgment is so 

complete that these new followers will be put to death so all the Churches will know that He is the one who 

knows every heart and will judge every heart. Judgment is disciplinary and exemplary (1 Tim. 5:20). 

Jezebel has deceived the church followers.  (Even a broken clock has the correct time twice a day). 

- It is not surprising that many of the cults and false religions have been started or promoted by women: 

Seventh Day Adventism, Spiritism, Christian Science, and Theosophy have all been steered into error by 

women. 

v. 24 The Lord discerns those who stood firm and did not follow the crowd. Gnosticism, which taught that 

only its members could understand deep spiritual truth, was growing in popularity in this region at this 

time. 

v. 25 The Lord encourages those who stood firm to hold fast until He comes for them (reference to the 

Rapture of the Church). 

v. 26  “will I give power over the nations” is a reference to the Millennium in which faithful believers are 

promised places of authority to share the rule of Christ over the nations. This blessing was given to 

motivate the unfaithful to return to Godôs will and to encourage the faithful to persevere. 

v. 27 During the Millennial Kingdom Christ will rule with a rod of iron. There will be absolute authority 

and a just execution of judgment. 

v. 28 The morning star appears in the night sky just before the dawning of a new day. The morning star 

refers to Christ Himself as He raptures the believers before the dark hours of the Tribulation. A special close 

relationship with Christ seems to be the focus of this blessing. 

v. 29 All believers are to be attentive to the leading of the Holy Spirit in Church matters today.  Rome is 

not God’s representative to the Church today, the Holy Spirit is and we need to listen to Him only. 

- The average member of this Thyatira Church knows next to nothing of the meaning of scripture. 

- We’re to call no man on this earth our father according to Matthew 23:9. 

- The Parable of the Leaven in Matthew 13 parallels this Church of Thyatira. 

- Some compare the leadership role of Mary as promoted by the Catholic Church to Jezebelôs leadership in 

Thyatira. 

- The end of Jezebel in 2 Kings 9:33-35 is that she was eaten by dogs.  The end of “Jezebel” in the Thyatira 

Church at the end of the Great Tribulation is that she will be eaten by “birds.” 

 

 

 

CHAPTER THREE 
 

V. 1 - 6  THE JUDGMENT OF SARDIS 

 
ñAnd to the angel of the church in Sardis write,  

óThese things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: ñI know your works, that you have a 

name that you are alive, but you are dead. 
2
 ñBe watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to 
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die, for I have not found your works perfect before God. 
3
 ñRemember therefore how you have received and heard; 

hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what 

hour I will come upon you. 
4
 ñYou have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they 

shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 
5
 ñHe who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will 

not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 
6
 

ñHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.ò ô 

 

 

- Sardis means “escaping ones” or “those who come out.” (pictures the Reformation Period; known as 

Protestantism) 

- This church period dates from 1520 AD to 1750 AD.  It is known as the Reformation Period and is noted 

for those who escaped out of the spiritual darkness of the Dark Ages; men like Martin Luther, John Knox, 

Wycliffe, and other mighty reformers who had seen the true light of scripture.  The movement began when 

Martin Luther nailed his ñNinety-Five Thesesò to the door of the church in Wittenburg, Germany on 

October 31, 1517 to protest the false teachings of papal rule. 

- Unfortunately the Reformation churches became state churches seeking approval of political leaders and 

they did not give up all the false Roman teachings. They continued ritualism which crowded out a 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

- During this period the Holy Scriptures, which had become a closed book, were circulated.  Justification 

by Faith replaced justification by works.  Worship became more simple and less ritualistic; however 

the number of denominational entities that arose led to controversy which interfered with the spiritual state 

of the church to the point that she was said to be “dead.”  The reformers had swept away much of the 

ritualistic and doctrinal rubbish, but they had failed to recover the promise of Christôs Return and soon 

fell into cold, lifeless formalism.  They became state churches (Lutheran - Germany) and many of the false 

teachings were continued such as infant baptism, sprinkling, and ritualism. 

Sardis was located in a fertile valley 30 miles SE of Thyatira.  It was the ancient capital of Lydia and was 

one of the richest cities in the world, being directly on one of the key trading routes.  She was famous for 

her jewelry, cloth, and dyes.  Her religion was dominated by the pagan mystery cults and secret religious 

societies which practiced the grossest form of religious idolatry … they worshipped the mother goddess, 

Cybele by having sexual orgies in her honor. The people were known for their extreme loose living and the 

city was eventually destroyed by an earthquake.  

- The residents had a preoccupation with death and had an impressive necropolis located just outside the 

city. 

v. 1 – The seven Spirits of God speak of the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 11:2-5) which insures the righteous 

judgment of the wicked of this church.  The “stars” represent the human leaders of the churches and are 

held in Christ’s right hand signifying that the leaders are accountable to Christ Himself. They are to be 

His ministers, not ministers of the state. 

- This church apparently had a reputation of being a spiritual church, but was in fact spiritually dead 

according to God’s view; even though there were a few who had true life. It had lapsed into cold, lifeless 

formal Orthodoxy. They followed dogmas and traditions instead of the scriptures. Spiritual power was 

gone. 

- Ritual and formality are characteristic of pagan forms of worship and are not conducive to genuine 

worship because they appeal to the sensuous nature of man. 

- “I know thy works” – Nothing is hidden from the searching gaze of God. May look good on the outside, 

but God sees the inside as well. 

 

If the gospel of Jesus Christ is kept in a coffin, that church is dead. 
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A church is in danger of death when: 

It worships its own past. 

It is more concerned with forms and ceremonies than new birth. 

It loves systems more than it loves Christ. 

It is more concerned with material things than spiritual things. 

 

v. 2  “Be watchful” – Sardis, standing high above the valley and being surrounded by deep cliffs almost 

impossible to climb, had twice before fallen suddenly because of overconfidence and failure to watch 

(Cyrus in 549 BC & Antiochus III in 214 BC). The spiritual history of this church corresponded to its 

political history.  Christôs judgment will come upon this church just as suddenly. In 1850 not one person 

lived in Sardis. 

v. 3 They needed to remember their rich spiritual heritage and return to the attitudes and activities 

their teachers had taught them. Failure to do so would result in surprise discipline. 

v. 4 The promise of white raiment is made to those few who would overcome the deadness of this church.  

- Overcomers will be given white raiment just as the high priests were in the Old Testament, because we will 

serve as ñkings and priests.ò The white raiment is a reference to the white raiment Roman victors would 

wear when parading in the streets in celebration. 

v. 5 There is no explicit statement that anyone will have their name blotted out of the book of life, but 

only the promise that overcomers will not be blotted out because of their faith in Christ. The implication is 

that some are blotted out and based on this view there must be a book which lists all those for whom Christ 

died, (all humanity) and they are blotted out when that person fails to accept Christ as Savior. See Appendix 

I for an explanation of the Books seen in Revelation. 

- This message is a series of exhortations not only to the church of the first century but also to those who 

need the same exhortations in every century. Watch, strengthen the things that remain, remember the 

truth and experience of the past, and repent in heart and mind. 

v. 6 This message closes with a personal invitation; ñHe that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 

unto the churches.ò This message begins with the Spirit and ends with the Spirit.  He must be our teacher. 

- Note that even though this church is described as “dead,” there is still hope. 

 

Christ has adequate power to meet our every need, regardless of how bad it seems. 

 

 

V. 7 ï 13  THE JUDGMENT OF PHILADELPHIA 

 
   ñAnd to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write,  

óThese things says He who is holy, He who is true, ñHe who has the key of David, He who 

opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opensò: 
8
 ñI know your works. See, I have set 

before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My 

word, and have not denied My name. 
9
 ñIndeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, 

who say they are Jews and are not, but lieðindeed I will make them come and worship before 

your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 
10

 ñBecause you have kept My command to 

persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, 

to test those who dwell on the earth. 
11

 ñBehold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you 

have, that no one may take your crown. 
12

 ñHe who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the 

temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. And I will write on him the name of My God 

and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven 

from My God. And I will write on him My new name. 
13

 ñHe who has an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches.ò ô 

 

- Philadelphia means “brotherly love” and is found six other times in the New Testament. 

- This church was faithful to Christ and to the Word of God. 
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- The Philadelphia area was noted for its grapes and in keeping with this, Dionysus was one of the chief 

objects of pagan worship. This city was the gateway to the Central Plateau from the coastal city of Smyrna.  

- The message to this church is a message to the true church within the professing church and it is almost 

entirely a message of praise. 

v. 7 The introduction emphasizes that Christ has the key to holiness and truth. Christ has the power to 

open and close according to His sovereign will. - The key is the symbol of His authority and was given to 

Him over heaven and earth (Matt. 28:18). The “key of David” may refer to Isaiah 22:20-23 where 

Hezekiah’s servant Eliakim received authority over David’s house including access to all the king’s 

treasures. Christ is claiming to have God’s full authority to give or withhold His resources. 

v. 8 The “open door” was the opportunity for service, possibly through evangelism and missions (1 Cor. 

16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12; Col. 4:3). And “a little strength” apparently refers to the fact they were few in number 

(like Gideon  & Elijah). 

- The testimony of this church continued for many centuries in evident fulfillment of His promise that they 

should have an open door because they had kept their doctrine pure. Christ can open and close the doors of 

Christian service. This was the last Christian city to surrender to the Turks. 

v. 9 Many of the local unbelieving Jews opposed the witness of the gospel and made it difficult to bear 

good testimony to the pagan world in Philadelphia. 

- Even though there was satanic opposition they overcame it and had victory over it. 

 

Every true church will meet satanic opposition through imitation,  

religious ritualism, false doctrines, hypocrisy, or apathy. 

 

 

v. 10 The true believers are promised they will be kept from (out of) the period of time known as the 

tribulation. A parallel passage is 1 Thess. 5:9: Christians are not appointed to wrath (1 Thess. 1:10). 

(Noah and Lot are examples.) Also please note that the Christians are promised to be kept from the ñhour,ò 

or the very time in history when these trials will come. See Exhibit R for a more extensive study as to the 

reasons for a pre-tribulation rapture. 

- The rapture of the church was presented to them as an imminent hope. 

 

Are you ready for the rapture of the church? 

 

 

v.11 “Quickly” is to be understood as sudden and unexpected, not necessarily immediate. The issue here for 

Christians is not loss of salvation but loss of rewards. 

 

Is our church worthy of commendation for bearing a true testimony of Christ? 

 

 

Donôt lose your rewards by:  

Allowing your first love of Christ to grow cold (Ephesus) 

Becoming discouraged from sufferings (Smyrna) 

Compromising the true doctrines of Christ (Pergamos) 

Moral compromise (Thyatira) 

Becoming like the spiritually dead (Sardis) 

Giving up the faithfulness of those at Philadelphia 

Being lukewarm like those at Laodicea 
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v. 12 “a pillar in the temple of my God” is a figure of speech relating to the two massive pillars for the porch 

of the temple. They were named Jachin, meaning establish, and Boaz, meaning strength. Christ was saying 

they would occupy sure, secure, firmly established positions of strength and power when they rule and reign 

with Christ. They would occupy a prominent place of service in Christ’s kingdom. 

- “go no more out” … they will no longer be exposed to temptations and trials of this life. 

- Three assurances:  1.) they will have the name of God.  2.)  they will have the name of the city of God, 

and 3.)  they will have the new name of Christ. Names here designate ownership. 

v. 13 Once again the open invitation for all that have ears to hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

 

V. 14 ï 22 THE JUDGMENT OF LAODICEA 

 
ñAnd to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write,  

óThese things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 
15

 ñI know your 

works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 
16

 ñSo then, because you are lukewarm, 

and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 
17

 ñBecause you say, óI am rich, have become wealthy, 

and have need of nothingôðand do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and nakedð 
18

 ñI 

counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be 

clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may 

see. 
19

 ñAs many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 
20

 ñBehold, I stand at the door 

and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 
21

 

ñTo him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father 

on His throne. 
22

 ñHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.ò ô ò 

 

- Laodicea means “the rights of the people” or “people ruling” (instead of Christ ruling) and accurately 

describes the democratic nature of the present-day church. The Laodicean church finds itself in the middle 

of apostasy. It could be called the apostate ecumenical church. 

- Laodicea lay about 40 miles southeast of Philadelphia and had become a very wealthy city under Roman 

rule from the production and sale of black wool cloth and health care products. They were great 

merchants. When destroyed by an earthquake in 60 A.D. it was economically sufficient to rebuild itself 

without outside help. Laodicea’s economic independence tended to lull the church into complacency and 

spiritual sleep. This is the only church not to receive a commendation from Christ. 

v. 14 “Amen” (so be it) indicates Christ’s sovereignty and the certainty of the fulfillment of His promises. 

- Christ is identified as being the faithful and the true witness in contrast to Laodicea which was neither 

faithful nor true. They had a reputation of saying and doing whatever it took to preserve their own well-

being.  

v.15 Lukewarmness indicates the churches final state, not just an intermediate step in moving from cold to 

hot. This is a good description of the Apostate church. Apostasy can be defined as the departure from the 

truth that one professed to have. See Appendix III. 

v. 16 Lukewarmness means they have had some interest in the things of God, or may even have professed to 

be believers without really belonging to Christ. This church receives the most scathing rebuke to be 

found in any of the seven church letters because of their lukewarmness. 

- God prefers to have us hot (possessing spiritual fervor) or cold (in a state where we know we need Christ) 

rather than being lukewarm and making an idle profession without real faith. 

- It is more difficult for the Holy Spirit to work on one who is a religionist and feels they are self-sufficient 

(like the Pharisees.)  Itôs easier to win harlots and publicans than Pharisees and Sadducees. 

- Weôve cycled right back to the conditions that were prevalent before Christ came the first time, with the 

Pharisees and Sadducees, and Christ is now about to come the second time. 

v. 17 Their material wealth blinded them to their spiritual depravity; they were untouched by the gospel.  

ñNakedò is in sharp contrast to those who will be clothed in white raiment and indicates they are unsaved. 

v. 18 “Buy of me” indicates self sacrifice. “Gold refined in the fire” indicates spiritual things not material. 

- Laodicea was famous for their ointment for sore eyes but they needed spiritual eye ointment. 

v. 19 When Christ rebukes it is for the purpose of graciously causing us to be drawn closer to Himself. 
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v. 20 Christ is viewed here as being on the outside of this church knocking. How sad. Just as when God 

left the temple in Ezekiel 10. 

- Some wonôt hear His knocking without going through suffering, or poverty, or the death of a loved one. 

- The remedy for lukewarmness is to invite Christ in; open the door of faith and fellowship with Him. 

v. 21 “Overcoming” is here equated with believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ wants us to have this 

close personal relationship with Him even sharing His throne with believers. 

v. 22 This invitation is good not only for churches, but also individuals. (Admit the excluded Christ.) 

- We began with Christ in the midst of the candlesticks and end with Him on the outside. How sad! 

- This is the seventh letter to the churches and God completes His work in cycles of seven. Thus this 

letter brings to a close God’s prophetic foreview of the church’s earthly history. From this point on the 

church is nowhere viewed as being on this earth. The true church of believers has been raptured 

up to be with the Lord. 

 

 

The message to the seven churches found in chapters two and three  

 of Revelation explains why the rest of the book was written. . . . 

so people would REPENT (3:19) 
 

Chapter 4 
ñéthings which shall take place after this.ò 

The Church in the Throne Room of Heaven 
 

 
After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was 

like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, ñCome up here, and I will show you things which must take place after 

this.ò 
2
 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne. 

3
 And He who 

sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in 

appearance like an emerald. 
4
 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four 

elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads. 
5
 And from the throne proceeded 

lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits 

of God. 
6
 Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the 

throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 
7
 The first living creature was like a lion, the 

second living creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature was 

like a flying eagle. 
8
 The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they 

do not rest day or night, saying:  

ñHoly, holy, holy,  

Lord God Almighty,  

Who was and is and is to come!ò 

9
 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives 

forever and ever, 
10

 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives 

forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 

                  ñYou are worthy, O Lord,  

To receive glory and honor and power;  

For You created all things,  

     And by Your will they exist and were created.ò 

 

Chapters 4 & 5 will prepare John and the reader for the outpouring of judgments to follow, showing that 

they originate from the throne room of God. The focus of Chapter 4 will be God the Father and the focus 

of chapter 5 will be the Lord Jesus Christ who receives and opens the scroll. 

v. 1 “After these things” is a chronological phrase and signals the beginning of the third section (outlined 

by Rev. 1:19) of Revelation which is all future. (After the present Church Age and after the Rapture.) 
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- The invitation to John to “come up here” is a typical representation of the Rapture of the Church as far as 

the chronology of events is concerned and also as in coming after an invitation. The rapture as a doctrine is 

not part of the prophetic foreview of Revelation. The primary focus is the set of events leading up to and 

climaxing with the Second Coming of Christ and the prophetic kingdom and eternal state which follow. 

- We saw a closed door in Chapter 3, but here we see an open door into heaven. 

- From this point on the rapture (1 Thess. 4:13-18) may be viewed as already having taken place and the 

Church being in heaven, and as such is not directly mentioned until 22:16. The Church is not mentioned in 

connection with the Tribulation judgments and will not go through any part of it (1 Thess. 5:9.) 

- In chapters 2 and 3 the emphasis was on ñhearing,ò but from here on it is on ñseeingò what God will do to 

those who fail to respond to His speaking. 

- Use of the word ñmustò indicates a divine necessity. 

v. 2 John’s sees God the Father on His throne, which often speaks of judgment. Throne is mentioned 45 

times in Revelation.  

v. 3 John’s description of God is one of color and of brilliant jewels. 

- Jasper is a clear jewel probably the equivalent to a diamond (speaking of His purity), while the Sardius is 

a ruby red in color (speaking of His redemption). {They were the 1
st
 and last of the stones in breastplate of 

high priest. Ex. 28:17-21, signifying he was representing all twelve tribes before the throne of God.} 

- Jasper represented Rueben, the 1
st
 of the tribes, and Sardius represented Benjamin, the youngest of the 

twelve sons of Jacob. (The first and the last, therefore represent all of the covenanted people.) 

- The colorful rainbow speaks of Godôs mercy, grace, and faithfulness amidst judgment as seen in His 

covenant with man of never again destroying earth by water. Perhaps the rainbow is a reminder that this 

coming judgment will be different in nature. The circular rainbow suggests the eternal nature of God. 

v. 4 The 24 elders are a representative group just as the OT priests were represented by 24 orders to 

represent the whole (1 Chron. 24) and they represent the whole church body (a kingdom of priests) in 

glory. White clothing represents righteousness and the victorôs crown (stephanos) would have been given 

after the Rapture to church age believers at the Bema judgment seat of Christ. This is another evidence for 

the pre-tribulation rapture of the church. 

v. 5 The lightnings, thunderings (associated with judgment) and voices coming from the throne of God 

remind us of the same experience which accompanied the giving of the Law in Exodus 19:16 and are 

appropriate here prior to the awful tribulation judgments which will follow because men have broken those 

Laws which God gave in Exodus. 

- The “seven Spirits” (Isa. 11:2) should be under stood as a representation of the Holy Spirit in a sevenfold 

way rather than as seven individual Spirits. The Holy Spirit will carry out this judgment. 

v. 6 The “sea of glass” takes us back to the molten sea in the temple which was designed for cleansing of the 

priests, and typifies the sanctifying power of the Word of God. Men are about to be judged for their lack 

of cleansing in the shed blood of Christ. 

- “Beasts” should be translated “living ones.” They’re angels (Isa. 6:2-3) representing the attributes of God. 

 “full of eyes”  God knows all and He sees all. (Omniscience and Omnipresence) 

v. 7  lion: represents majesty and omnipotence (the book of Matthew presents Christ as King) 

 calf: represents patience and continuous labor (Mark presents Christ as the Servant of God) 

man: the greatest of all God’s creation represents intelligence and rational power (Luke presents 

Christ as Human) 

 eagle: represents sovereignty and supremacy (John presents Christ as the Divine Son of God) 

- These “living ones” reflect the attributes of God and are designed to give glory, honor, and thanks to God 

upon the throne. 

- Each of these living creatures seems to possess different qualities that are appropriate in their service to 

God. 

 

Are we giving glory to God through our lives? 
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Do we neglect the worship of God? 

 

 

One day every knee will bow and acknowledge Christ as Lord! 

 

 

v. 8 These living creatures are similar to the seraphim (meaning: “burning ones”) of Isaiah 6:2-3 which 

also have six wings each. Their multitude of eyes suggests alertness and constant vigilance and their not 

resting suggests a constant attitude of worship. Rest will be unnecessary in heaven. 

- The three ñholyôsò ascribe worship to each member of the Trinity. 

- The focus of their worship is on the holiness, omnipotence, and eternality of God. 

v. 9 At the appropriate times the living creatures give praise to the eternal God. 

v. 10 The 24 elders bow before God out of spontaneous reverence and acknowledge His sovereignty by 

casting their crowns before His feet. 

 In John’s day when a victorious athlete returned home from the games he would often ceremoniously 

offer the wreath or crown he had won to his pagan deity. Paul encouraged believers not to lose their 

rewards (1 Cor. 9:27) and used rewards to motivate believers to faithfully serve Christ (1 Cor. 3:10-15; 2 

Cor. 5:10). Since believers will cast their crowns at the feet of the Lord in worship it does not need to be 

considered a selfish motivation; in fact, in Matthew we’re told to lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven. 

It is unselfish for the believer to present his faithful lifeôs work as a gift to the Lord. 
 

Will you have crowns for your faithful service to lay at the Saviorôs feet in glory? 

 

v. 11 The worship of the elders focuses on the power and glory of God as demonstrated in His creation of 

all things. Because no one but God can create, He alone should be worshiped and recognized as 

sovereign. 

 

 

We need to see the terrible judgments which will follow in chapters 6 through 18  

in light of the character of God as manifested in the vision in this chapter. 

When we see tremendous numbers of people slain in the tribulation period  

we need to keep in mind that God is still perfectly holy, just, gracious,  

righteous, pure, omnipotent, eternal, and sovereign. 
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Chapter 5 
 

The Lamb and The Seven-Sealed Scroll 
 

 

And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with 

seven seals. 
2
 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ñWho is worthy to open the scroll and to 

loose its seals?ò 
3
 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at 

it. 
4
 So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. 

5
 But one of the 

elders said to me, ñDo not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the 

scroll and to loose its seven seals.ò 
6
 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living 

creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven 

eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 
7
 Then He came and took the scroll out of the 

right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 
8
 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 

Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
9
 And they sang a 

new song, saying:  

ñYou are worthy to take the scroll,  

And to open its seals;  

For You were slain,  

And have redeemed us to God by Your blood  

Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
10

 And have made us kings and priests to our God;  

And we shall reign on the earth.ò 

11
 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; 

and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 
12

 saying with a loud 

voice:  

ñWorthy is the Lamb who was slain  

To receive power and riches and wisdom,  

And strength and honor and glory and blessing!ò 

13
 And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and 

all that are in them, I heard saying:  

ñBlessing and honor and glory and power  

Be to Him who sits on the throne,  

And to the Lamb, forever and ever!ò 

14
 Then the four living creatures said, ñAmen!ò And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives 

forever and ever. 

 

 

v. 1 This chapter continues the vision of the throne of heaven and introduces John to a seven-sealed scroll in 

the hand of God (confirming its source, its authority, and its power) that Christ will open in chapter 6 and 

that contains the prophecy of impending events. Undoubtedly, God had been the one to seal this book with 

the seven seals suggesting its profound nature. In John’s day seals were used to keep the contents of 

documents secret until the authorized person broke the seals and accessed the information. This scroll may 

represent the book that Daniel was told to seal up (Daniel 12:4) until the end times. 

- The consecutive series of seals suggests that God demonstrates His grace and mercy by releasing these 

judgments one at a time as needed to encourage people to repent as opposed to their coming all at once. 

v. 2 The identity of this angel is not given but he undoubtedly is high ranking because he speaks with a loud 

voice. He is a strong angel, but strength is not the criteria to open this book, authority is. 

v. 3 No created being anywhere had the authority to open this book or look upon its contents. 

v. 4 John was so impressed with the importance of the little book that he cried when no one was found to 

be authorized to open it. 
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v. 5 “The Lion of the tribe of Judah” (Genesis 49:9-10) concerns Christ who will gather His people. The 

Lion character (powerful and aggressive) speaks of Christ’s Second Coming. As Lion He is sovereign 

deliverer and He is righteous Judge. 

- “The Root of David” is Christ (Isaiah 11:1;10; Jer. 23:5; 33:15). Taken together these two titles speak of 

Christ’s SALVATION and RULE. Christ is able to open the book because He overcame the enemies of 

God.  

 

Christ is authorized to dispense these judgments upon men because  

He is the one that provided a means for all men to escape the judgment. 

 

v. 6 As “Lamb” (meek and submissive) Christ’s first coming is in view. It speaks of His grace and 

sacrifice and of His being judged. His standing after having been slain speaks of His resurrection power 

over death. 

- “Seven horns” speak of His complete power. “Seven eyes” (Holy Spirit which was sent into the world by 

Christ in John 16:7) speak of Christ’s complete wisdom because the Holy Spirit makes Him completely 

aware of all that transpires. 

- Christ is completely worthy and has full authority and sovereignty to open the book. 

v. 7 By taking the scroll out of the hand of God it is signified that authority is given to Christ to execute 

judgment and reign over the earth. A parallel passage is in Daniel 7:13-14. 

v. 8 Those gathered begin an outpouring of praise because Christ will now begin to execute judgment. 

Apart from the trumpet, the harp is the only other instrument mentioned in heavenly worship. 

- The importance of prayer is inferred with the reference to bowls of incense held by the 24 elders. It also 

tells us that God collects our prayers and they are a sweet perfume unto Him. These prayers are probably 

those of the tribulation saints crying out for justice. 

v. 9 In their song Christ is declared to be worthy because of His death and redemption of the saints. 

making them kings and priests. 

- The 24 elders are saints, not angels, because they are redeemed. Angels are not redeemed. 

- This “new song” has Redemption as its theme; while the “old song” of Job 38:7 was sung at creation. 

- Believers today are not fully redeemed, until we receive our eternal bodies (Romans 8:22-23.) 

- Three redemptions of the OT were for: servants (Lev. 25:47-55), wife (Deut. 25:5-10; Acts 20:28), and 

land (Lev. 25:25). At this point of time in heaven the first two will have been fulfilled; the servants will 

have been redeemed with resurrection bodies, and the Church (bride) will have been raptured, but the earth 

remains to be redeemed from the curse of sin. This will be accomplished as Revelation unfolds. 

v. 10 The third reason for praise in this new song is that they have been made ñkings and priestsò (1 Peter 

2:5, 9) and fourthly, they will be blessed when they ñshall reign on the earth” which refers to the 

Millennium, when Church saints will reign with Christ (Rev. 1:6). This will be the fulfillment of Christ’s 

prayer of ñThy kingdom come.ò 

v. 11 A myriad (innumerable number) of angels now join in ascribing worth to the Lamb. 

v. 12 The Lamb is worthy of seven things: to receive power, riches, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and 

blessing. The “and” connecting each (polysyndeton) is used to bring special emphasis to each quality. 

v. 13 This verse views one of the most magnificent scenes of worship in scripture with every creature 

giving glory and praise to God and the Lamb. It is probably looking forward in time to the end of history 

when “every knee will bow” to the Lord Jesus Christ (Phil. 2:8-11). 

v. 14 Worship is extended by the four living creatures saying “Amen” and the 24 elders prostrating 

themselves before the throne of God. 

Do we live our life with eternityôs values in view? 

 

 

Lord, help us to keep a clear vision of this magnificent unveiling  

of the glory and majesty of Christ in heaven. 
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Analysis of the Sayings and Hymns Found in Chapters Four & Five 

 

      Reference       Addressed To        Participants                           Focus 

 

1.          4:8   God                 Four Living Creatures         Holiness & Power 

2.          4:11               God                 Twenty-four Elders             Worthiness because of Creation

3.          5:9-10    Lamb              4 Creatures & 24 Elders      Redemption thru Christ’s Death 

4.       5:12    Lamb              Myriad of Angels                Sevenfold Worthiness 

5.       5:13          God & Lamb         Every Creature                    Blessing, Honor, Glory, & Power 

 

Notice the ever-increasing size of the participants from four to every creature. God receives worship first 

in the two sayings for His holiness and His power as demonstrated in creation. Then Christ as the Lamb 

receives worship through the first song because He has provided redemption as well as through the second 

song because of His sacrificial death. These aspirations of worship and praise build up to the final glorious 

scene in which every creature praises God and the Lamb. 

 

One day every believer will be able to directly worship and praise God. 

 

It has been said that we worship God for Who He is and we praise Him for what He has done for us. 

John has now seen the holiness of God and he will now see the just side of God as judgment unfolds on 

those who have spurned Godôs offer of redeeming grace. 

Chapter 6 
The Six Seal Judgments 

 
Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a 

voice like thunder, ñCome and see.ò 
2
 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a 

crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. 
3
 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, ñCome and see.ò 

4
 Another horse, 

fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people should 

kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword. 
5
 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, ñCome and see.ò So I looked, and 

behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 
6
 And I heard a voice in the midst of the 

four living creatures saying, ñA quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not 

harm the oil and the wine.ò 
7
 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, ñCome and see.ò 

8
 So I 

looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And 

power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of 

the earth. 
9
 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God 

and for the testimony which they held. 
10

 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, ñHow long, O Lord, holy and 

true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?ò 
11

 Then a white robe was given to 

each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow 

servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed. 
12

 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as 

sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. 
13

 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its 

late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 
14

 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every 

mountain and island was moved out of its place. 
15

 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the 

commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the 

mountains, 
16

 and said to the mountains and rocks, ñFall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the 

throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 
17

 ñFor the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?ò  
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This sixth chapter introduces us to the Tribulation Period (see Exhibit K) and it continues through chapter 

19. It is the 70
th

 week of Danielôs 70 Weeks of Years. (Daniel 9) It should be noted that the Rapture of the 

Church does not begin the Tribulation Period, but it begins with the signing of a covenant between 

Israel and the Antichrist (Dan. 9:27). It stems from disobedience (see Exhibit T). 

The events of this chapter closely parallel the events foretold by Christ in Matthew 24:9-31 concerning the 

end of the age:  (See Exhibit H for a summary of Tribulation events.) 

1.) war  (Matt. 24:7-9 and Rev. 6:3-4) 

2.) famine (Matt. 24:7 and Rev. 6:5-6) 

3.) death (Matt. 24:7-9 and Rev. 6:7-8) 

4.) martyrdom (Matt. 24:9-10, 16-22 and Rev. 6:9-11) 

5.) sun & moon darkened and stars falling (Matt. 24:29 and Rev. 6:12-14) 

6.) time of divine judgment (Matt. 24:32 – 25:26 and Rev. 6:15-17) 

We will note that the Lamb is associated with the Seals, angels are associated with the Trumpets, and 

God is associated with the Bowls or Vials. 

First Seal: The Conqueror on The White Horse ï (Antichrist) 

v. 1 The seven-sealed book is opened by the Lamb revealing the comprehensive program of God 

culminating in the Second Coming of Christ. 

- The thunder is a symbolic token of the approaching storm of judgments. 

- We have the first of four “Come and see” commands and after each one a horse with rider will appear. 

v. 2 The rider of the white horse is the “prince that shall come” of Daniel 9:26 known as the Antichrist 

(see Exhibit I) who is to head up the ten nation confederation. He is Satan’s masterpiece and counterfeit of 

all that Christ claims to be. He is the beast out of the sea (Gentiles) in Revelation 13.  He casts himself in 

the role in which the Jews expected Christ to come the first time, as a conqueror. Christ will come on His 

white horse at the end of the Tribulation period. 

- This rider comes with an arrowless bow possibly signifying his bloodless victory as a peacemaker which 

describes the antichrist at the beginning of the tribulation period in Daniel 9:27 where he makes a peace-

treaty with Israel, but only as a pretense for destroying the Jews. The tribulation period is characterized by 

extreme persecution of the Jews. (Time of Jacob’s trouble) 

- The crown indicates the antichrist will have a measure of success. (He will conquer three kings.) 

Second Seal: The Red Horseman of War  

v. 3 Only after the Lamb breaks the second seal does the second living creature say “Come and see.” 

v. 4 The rider of the red horse is given power to take peace from the earth and to cause men to kill one 

another. The red horse symbolizes bloodshed and war. The warfare here may be the one Ezekiel describes 

in chapters 38 & 39 as the battle of Gog and Magog. 

- The large sword represents the authority to slay people. 

- The hope of permanent peace is shattered. The antichrist cannot provide it, the United Nations cannot 

provide it; only The Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ Himself can provide peace. 

Third Seal: Black Horse With a Pair of Scales (Famine)  

v. 5 The black horse symbolizes famine and the balances in his hand indicates he controls commerce and 

prices. 

v. 6 Famine is the result of the wars seen in the second seal. One Roman denarius was worth the wages for 

a day’s work (Matt. 20:2,9) and it would buy one measure of wheat (about a quart) or three measures of 

cheaper barley. This was enough to feed a person for one day with no money for anything else é famine. 

- The rich will be spared from this famine more than the poor, but will not escape the coming sixth seal. 

- Sparing the oil and wine (both used as medicine) shows a measure of Godôs mercy amidst judgment. 

Fourth Seal: Pale Horse of Death  

v. 7 Only after the fourth seal is opened does the fourth beast say, “Come and see” for the last time. 

v. 8 The rider of this pale horse is Death and he was followed by Hades, the grave, or place of the dead. 
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- These four instruments of judgment (sword, famine, disease, & beasts) are the same ones God used upon 

Jerusalem in Ezekiel 14:21. They’re the same ones God warned them of in Deuteronomy 28 and in 

Matthew 24 by Christ Himself. 

- John learns that this rider has power over ¼ of the earth to kill. If indeed ¼ of the population is killed by 

this judgment, this amounts to the greatest loss of life ever recorded in history. This is indeed a devastating 

judgment awful beyond words and is definitely part of God’s wrath. For those who claim that the church 

is still present during this judgment, something has gone terribly wrong in light of Rev. 3:10 which 

promises that church age believers will be kept from it. 

- OT prophets spoke of this terrible time: Jer. 30:7; Joel 2:1-3 

- Matthew spoke of this terrible time: Matthew 24:21-22 

- This dark hour of human history is in sharp contrast to the bright hope of the imminent return of 

Christ for His Church which precedes this tribulation. 

- Verses one through eight tells us the means used to kill this vast number and verses nine through 17 

show us the results. 

Fifth Seal: Cry of the Martyrs in Heaven for Revenge 

v. 9 The scene shifts to heaven and John is shown those who will be martyred for their faith in Christ, for 

the same reason John was exiled to the isle of Patmos.  

- Chapter 7 is going to show us that a great multitude will be saved when the Tribulation begins. 

v. 10 These tribulation martyrs (spoken of by Christ in Matt. 24:9) cry out for God to judge their 

persecutors who are still living, marking the change of dispensation because the age of grace is ended and 

now reverts back to the OT principle of dealing with the wicked (Psa. 94:1-3) with divine retribution. 

- Their cry is heard, but the answer is delayed until more tribulation saints are tested unto death for their 

faithfulness. 

v. 11 Each martyr received a white robe for their faithfulness and were told to wait for Godôs time. 

- God will avenge the blood of His servants  (Deut. 32:39-43; Heb. 10:28-31) but He will not do so until 

Christ returns in chapter 19 to judge their adversaries. 

Sixth Seal: Cosmic Disturbances  

v. 12 This judgment differs from the previous ones in that it is originated by God Himself, not man. 

- These judgments should be interpreted as being literal, since men hid themselves in caves and Christ refers 

to these events in Luke 21:11, 25-26 and gives no indication it is symbolic. 

- No man can escape from the wrath of God except through Jesus Christ. 

- Earthquakes are predicted by prophets: Joel 2:10 and Christ Himself in Matthew 24:7. 

- The sun and moon becoming darkened was predicted in Isa. 13:10; Ezek. 32:7; Joel 2:10, 31; Amos 8:9; 

Matt. 24:29; Mark 13:24-25; and Luke 21:25. 

- The reddening of the moon was predicted in Joel 2:31 and Acts 2:20. 

v. 13 The stars falling were also predicted in Isaiah 34:4, Matthew 24:29 and Mark 13:25 but these are in 

contrast to the stars that Christ holds securely in His hand in Rev. 1:16. 

v. 14 Heaven departing as a scroll was foretold in Isaiah 34:4. The universe will appear to be coming apart. 

God is getting the full attention of men so they will repent and turn to Him. 

v. 15 God gets the attention of all men from all walks of life and they are filled with fear and want to hide. 

v. 16 Amazingly, now men will have a greater fear of the wrath (anger) of God and the Lamb than they 

will of the physical consequences of the terrible judgments on this earth that may cost them their lives. 

They would rather die than be subjected to Godôs wrath. 

v. 17 The great day of Godôs wrath has already begun with these judgments and since church age believers 

are promised to be kept from the wrath of God (1 Thess. 1:10; Romans 5:9) the rapture has occurred 

before the tribulation begins. 

- “The day of wrath” is the whole period of the great tribulation. It is the 70
th

 Week of Daniel. It is a 

distinct period of time unique from all others (Jer. 30:7). It is worldwide and most severe. 

- Today we live in the “age of grace” where neither the righteous are rewarded nor the wicked judged, but 

in the tribulation period the wrath of God will be poured out on the wicked.  
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- The first six seals are a continuation of the ñbeginning of sorrowsò (Matt. 24:8; Mark 13:8) but the last 

half is a time of even greater persecution for tribulation believers and the Jewish nation, of which two 

thirds will be killed. (Zechariah 13:8) 

 

The book of Revelation discredits those who claim that God is so  

loving that He will never judge people who donôt accept His Son. 

 

 

In the final analysis, each individual decides whether or not they will 

go into the Tribulation by their acceptance or rejection of Christ. 

 

- The answer is obvious to the final question of this chapter, “who is able to stand?”. . . only those who by 

Godôs grace have bowed to Him and put their faith in Christ will be able to stand. 

 

If we do not accept Godôs offer of grace through faith  

in Jesus Christ then we must face His judgment. 

 

Chapter 7 
                              The Evangelists of the Great Tribulation 

 
1
After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, 

that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 
2
Then I saw another angel ascending from the 

east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to 

harm the earth and the sea, 
3
saying, ñDo not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of 

our God on their foreheads.ò 
4
And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four 

thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed: 

5
of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed;  

of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were sealed;  

of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed; 
6
of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed;  

of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed;  

of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed; 
7
of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed;  

of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed;  

of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed; 
8
of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed;  

of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed;  

of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed. 

9
After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, 

peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches 

in their hands, 
10
and crying out with a loud voice, saying, ñSalvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and 

to the Lamb!ò 
11

All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their 

faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
12

saying:  

ñAmen! Blessing and glory and wisdom,  

Thanksgiving and honor and power and might,  

Be to our God forever and ever. Amen.ò 

13
Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, ñWho are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come 

from?ò 
14
And I said to him, ñSir, you know.ò So he said to me, ñThese are the ones who come out of the great 

tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15
ñTherefore they are before the 

throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 
16
ñThey shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 

17
ñfor the 

Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes.ò 
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Chapter 7 answers the question posed in the last verse of chapter 6: “Who is able to stand (before the 

throne and the Lamb)?” This chapter will correct the possible impression that all mankind will be killed 

during the tribulation period. The answer to this question will be the 144,000 and a great redeemed 

multitude which no man could number will be able to stand before the Lamb. 

This chapter does not advance the narrative of Chapter 6, but instead should be viewed as a parenthesis in 

which the Grace and Mercy of God are demonstrated during this terrible time of judgment. It is a lull in 

the storm of judgment to show Godôs mercy and to prepare those who will obey for the worst. 

 

v. 1 This verse takes us back to the beginning of the tribulation period. The four angels are probably 

different from any we’ve seen to this point. The four winds (Isa. 11:2; Jer. 49:36; Matt. 24:31; Jer. 49:36-38; 

Dan. 7:2; Hos. 13:15) are universal judgments. The earth, sea, and tree should be taken literally (v.3). 

v. 2 Another angelic messenger appears from the east which is the direction that divine salvation often 

originates from in scripture (Gen. 2:8; Ezek. 43:1-4; Isa. 41:2; Num. 2:3; Matt. 2:1; 24:27). On the other 

hand divine judgment also often originates from the east (Job 27:21; Psa. 48:7; Isa. 27:8; 46:11; 

Ezek.17:10; 19:12; 27:26; Dan. 11:44; Hosea 13:15; Jonah 4:8). 

v. 3 The angel is instructed to withhold judgment until after the servants of God had been sealed. 

- The seal is a sign of possession, protection, and preservation. Old Testament saints who repented were 

sealed (visibly) in their foreheads for protection (Ezek. 9:4). Believers today are sealed invisibly (Eph. 1:13-

14; 4:30; 2 Cor. 1:22). The antichrist will also seal his followers (Rev. 13:16-18; 14:9, 11; 16:2; 19:20). 

v. 4 The 144,000 represent the godly remnant of Israel on earth during the Tribulation who will preach the 

gospel of the kingdom world-wide (Matt. 24:14) and lead many others to Christ (probably the greatest 

revival the world has ever known) and will shine as stars described by Daniel in Dan. 12:3. Up to this point 

Israel has never fulfilled Godôs purpose of being a light to the Gentiles (Isa. 49:6; 60:3-5), but now 

during the tribulation she will finally fulfill Godôs purpose. 

v. 5-8 12,000 Jewish believers (physical descendants of Abraham) were sealed from each of the tribes: 

Judah, Reuben, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, and Benjamin. 

Deuteronomy 33 mentions 13 tribes including Dan which is here omitted. Dan was the first tribe to go into 

idolatry (Lev. 24:11) and was located the farthest away from Jerusalem. 

- There are at least 19 lists of Jacobôs sons in the Old Testament, but not one of them is the same as those 

listed here. Twelve tribes are always listed and they represent all the tribes. How do we know today which 

tribe a Jew belongs to? We don’t, but God knows and those sealed will know when they are sealed. It should 

be noted that the 12 tribes are not lost to God. Nor were they lost in the days of James (James 1:1) and 

Peter (1Peter 1:1). 

v. 9 This great multitude of martyred dead represent those who died during the Tribulation for their 

faith in Christ and NOW STAND BEFORE THE LAMB. This answers the question asked in 6:17.  

- This passage clearly shows that multitudes (both Jew and Gentile) will be saved after the Rapture of the 

Church. They’re never referred to as the “Church” but are referred to as “saints.” 

- The white robes represent righteousness and purity. The palms represent victory and joy. 

- 2 Thess. 2:7 poses no problem since the Holy Spiritôs role will revert to what it was before Pentecost.  

- This verse shows the nation Israel will finally be the witness to the entire world that God has desired 

of them from their beginning (Isa. 49:6). 

 

God has a purpose for Israel and He will preserve 

the godly remnant to accomplish that purpose. 

 

v. 10 This innumerable company of tribulation believers is seen worshiping God and the Lamb for their 

salvation (deliverance from the tribulation and victory). 

v. 11 The angelic host joins in the worship of God. 

v. 12 The heavenly host offers this sevenfold doxology that God is worthy to receive throughout eternity. 
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v. 13 One of the elders anticipates the question John has in his mind concerning the identity of this group. 

v. 14 The elder confirms that this group of martyrs is from the Tribulation period. 

v. 15 The previous verse tells why this group is in heaven and this verse describes what the martyred 

Tribulation saints do in the presence of the Lord, they serve Him.  

- Heaven is not only a place of rest from earthly toil but it is also a place of privileged service. 

- The word “dwell” means to “tabernacle” and thus this may represent the fulfillment of the Feast of 

Tabernacles (Deut. 16:13-15; Neh. 8:15). 

v. 16 This verse shows that saints in heaven will be delivered from the afflictions of life such as hunger, 

thirst, and the heat of the sun (which will all be intensified during the Tribulation). 

v. 17 The Lamb performs the functions of a shepherd, in that he will lead and feed His own and God, who 

is the Fountain of Life, will graciously wipe away their tears. 

-The graciousness of God is once again demonstrated in this chapter with the thoughts given in verses 16 

and 17 that grief and tears will be over when saints get to heaven. Saints will be occupied with the glory, 

beauty, and absolute wonder of the Savior. 

Scripture gives three purposes for the tribulation (see Exhibit H): 

Chapter seven deals with one of the purposes of the tribulation period: worldwide revival. In verses 1-8 

we saw the means (the witness of the 144,000) and in verses 9-17 we saw the result (an innumerable 

company that believe). This revival will fulfill Matthew 24:14. The second purpose is to end wickedness 

(Isa. 13:9; 24:19-20). The third purpose is to break the power (stubborn will) of the Jews (Dan. 12:7) so 

the Jews as a nation will finally come to faith. The means is given in Exodus 20:34-38. 

 

 

Chapter 8 
The 7

th
 Seal and The First Four Trumpets 

 
 

1
When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 

2
And I saw the seven 

angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. 
3
Then another angel, having a golden censer, 

came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints 

upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 
4
And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, 

ascended before God from the angelôs hand. 
5
Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and 

threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. 
6
So the seven angels who 

had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 
7
The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and they were thrown to the earth. And 

a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up. 
8
Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea, 

and a third of the sea became blood. 
9
And a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were 

destroyed. 
10

Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the 

rivers and on the springs of water. 
11

The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, 

and many men died from the water, because it was made bitter. 
12

Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so 

that a third of them were darkened. A third of the day did not shine, and likewise the night. 
13

And I looked, and I 

heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, ñWoe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of 

the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!ò 

 

 

v. 1 The 7
th

 Seal is opened and continues the Chapter 6 narrative. This 7
th

 Seal contains the seven 

Trumpet judgments and the seven bowls of wrath that will be poured out before Christ returns to earth. 

- The three series of seven judgments are really included in one series of seven judgments since the seven 

Bowl judgments are the seventh Trumpet and the seven Trumpet judgments are the seventh Seal 

judgment. 
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- The half-hour of silence may be compared to the silence before a jury foreman reads a verdict where 

everyone waits to see the outcome. The silence heightens the expectation of Godôs judgments to follow 

and all of heaven is silenced because of the coming terror. 

v. 2 These seven angels have been appointed to administer the Trumpet judgments. 

- Trumpets were used to sound times of public assembly, gathering armies (Num. 10:9-10), and to 

announce important occasions such as the first of every month, special feast days, and judgments. In the 

context of this passage this trumpet indicates divine judgment in the Day of the Lord (Zech. 1:14-16). 

v. 3 The Altar of Incense was used in the Temple to fill it with smoke which would rise up to heaven 

symbolizing worship and prayers. The saints on earth are praying for justice on their persecutors. The 

censer was a golden instrument used to take burning coals off the altar to carry them into the Holy of Holies 

where the incense was added, but here it is an instrument of judgment.  

v. 4 Prayers go up before God and judgments come down.  (The incense speaks of the perfections of 

Christ.) It is only through Christ that our prayers are mediated to God. 

v. 5 The burning coals are cast to the earth in preparation of the first Trumpet. (A wake-up call for men.) 

- The fire is symbolic of judgment and results in the symbols of catastrophe: lightning, thunder, and an 

earthquake. 

v. 6 In response to this heavenly scene of prayers ascending to God the seven angels prepare to deliver 

the trumpet and bowl judgments. 

 

The object of these judgments is to encourage hostile unbelievers to repent. 

 

v. 7 1
st
 Trumpet ï Hail and fire mingled with blood burn up 1/3 of the trees and all green grass. 

- This judgment parallels the tenth plague and is directed toward vegetation (Ex. 9:23-26; Ezek. 38:22). 

-  Man is as grass in his littleness and frailty (Isa. 40:6). The tree is a picture of man in his pride, as 

Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel four. Israel had been warned in Deut. 28:58-62 the plagues of Egypt would be 

brought upon them for disobedience. Jeremiah 30:7 calls this the “time of Jacobôs trouble.” 

v. 8 2
nd

 Trumpet ï A great mountain (volcano or meteor) burning with fire was cast into the sea making 

it become blood. 

v. 9 1/3 of sea-life and ships are destroyed. (This should be interpreted literally just as the Egyptian plague.) 

These are clearly super-natural happenings. 

v. 10 3
rd

 Trumpet ï a great star burning like a lamp falls upon the rivers and springs of fresh water. v. 

11 This star named “Wormwood” makes 1/3 of the fresh water bitter and causes death.  

- Wormwood is a plant found in the Middle East and known for its bitter taste. In Deuteronomy 29:18 and 

again in Lamentations 3:15 and 3:19 it is used figuratively for bitterness. 

- This seems to parallel a passage in Jeremiah 9 where wormwood is used for bitter judgment: 
 

ñAnd the LORD said, ñBecause they have forsaken My law which I set before them, and have not obeyed My voice, 

nor walked according to it, 
14
ñbut they have walked according to the dictates of their own hearts and after the 

Baals, which their fathers taught them,ò 
15

therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ñBehold, I will 

feed them, this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink.ò 

 

v. 12 4
th

 Trumpet ï 1/3 of the sun, moon, and stars were smitten with darkness. (Parallels Luke 21:25-

26 and Joel 1:15 – 2:11.) Darkness is a symbol of judgment and was foretold (Amos 5:18; Isa. 13:1). 

-The first three Trumpets relate to the earth, but this one relates to the heavens. It was on the fourth day 

that God created light; here He dims it with the fourth trumpet, a reminder to men that He controls it. 

v. 13 This judgment contains three warnings (Woes) of the remaining 5
th

, 6
th

, and 7
th

 Trumpet judgments 

which will be even more severe because they will directly affect men. These judgments are a direct 

wake-up call from God to unbelieving men. He will shake them as never before so they will realize who 

He is and repent and turn to Him before itôs too late, because time is rapidly drawing to a close. 

- Scripture gives us an example of a double woe in Ezekiel 16:23 but this is the only triple woe.  
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If men refuse to avail themselves of the grace of God they must face His judgment. 

 

 

- Just as Jericho fell with the blast of Trumpets, this world also will fall with the blast of Godôs Trumpets 

of judgment. These judgments are in part a response to the prayers of the tribulation martyrs. 

 

 

Chapter 9 
The Fifth & Sixth Trumpets 

(The First Two Woes) 

 

 
1Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him was given the key to the 

bottomless pit. 
2
And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke of a great furnace. 

So the sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke of the pit. 
3
Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the 

earth. And to them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 
4
They were commanded not to harm 

the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their 

foreheads. 
5
And they were not given authority to kill them, but to torment them for five months. Their torment was 

like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man. 
6
In those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will 

desire to die, and death will flee from them. 
7
The shape of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle. On their 

heads were crowns of something like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. 
8
They had hair like womenôs 

hair, and their teeth were like lionsô teeth. 
9
And they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound of 

their wings was like the sound of chariots with many horses running into battle. 
10

They had tails like scorpions, and 

there were stings in their tails. Their power was to hurt men five months. 
11

And they had as king over them the angel 

of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon. 
12

One woe is past. 

Behold, still two more woes are coming after these things. 
13

Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 
14
saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, ñRelease the four angels who are bound at the great river 

Euphrates.ò 
15

So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released 

to kill a third of mankind. 
16

Now the number of the army of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the 

number of them. 
17

And thus I saw the horses in the vision: those who sat on them had breastplates of fiery red, 

hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow; and the heads of the horses were like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths 

came fire, smoke, and brimstone. 
18

By these three plagues a third of mankind was killedðby the fire and the smoke 

and the brimstone which came out of their mouths. 
19

For their power is in their mouth and in their tails; for their 

tails are like serpents, having heads; and with them they do harm. 
20

But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by 

these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, 

silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk. 
21

And they did not repent of their murders 

or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. 

 

 

v. 1 5
th

 Trumpet & 1
st
 Woe ï Demons to Torment Unbelievers for Five Months 

- The “star” of verse one is an intelligent being (indicated by “to him” and “he opened”) that has fallen 

from heaven to earth. The identity of this being is probably none other than Satan himself whose fall is 

described in Isa. 14:12-17; Ezek. 28:12-17 and Luke 10:18.  

- The timing of this fall may be after the warfare in heaven mentioned in Revelation 12:7-9, where Satan is 

cast out of heaven so he cannot continue accusing the brethren (middle of Tribulation). 

- The “bottomless pit (abyss)” is the abode of Satan (v. 11; 20:1-3) some demons (Luke 8:31; 2 Peter 2:4; 

Jude 6) and is located in the lower parts of the earth (Eph. 4:9). It is a temporary jail and the origin of the 

beast (11:7; 17:8); and the place where Satan will be imprisoned during the Millennium (20:2-3). The 

final place of judgment will be the Lake of Fire (see Exhibit W). 

- The “key” is a symbol of authority and Satan uses it to open the bottomless pit to allow demonic 

oppression. It will be a sample of HELL on earth. 
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v. 2 The blinding smoke is the strong delusion of Satan, which blocks out the light of the gospel. The 

smoke here relates to judgment, doom, and torment (9:17,18; 18:9; 19:3). 

- The “locusts” are a visual representation of the hordes of demons loosed upon the earth Locusts were used 

by God in the Old Testament as a divine judgment against a wicked world. These demons have the same 

function as the OT locusts and men will seek death because of the agony, but not find it. 

v. 3 The locusts here are probably demons. They are described as locusts because they perform the same 

function of judgment that locusts performed in the Old Testament in Exodus 10:12-15. In Deuteronomy 

28:38 God warned Israel that their disobedience would bring locusts.  

v. 4 These demons are restricted from harming vegetation but are given the limited authority to harm but 

not kill those who are not protected with Godôs seal. God will protect His own. 

v. 5 The demons are given authority to torment unbelievers for a period of five months. ñNot kill 

them, but é(only) tormentedò shows the MERCY of God. They will bring pain, but not death. 

- The purpose of these terrible judgments is to bring men to repentance. The Old Testament prophet Joel 

in 2:11-13 encourages the Jews in the tribulation period to repent:  

 
For the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; Who can endure it? ñNow, therefore,ò says the LORD, 

ñTurn to Me with all your heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.ò So rend your heart, 

and not your garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, 

and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm. 

v. 6 Once again we see the graciousness of God in not allowing men to take their own lives. They still have a 

chance to repent. 

v. 7 The description here supports the interpretation that the locusts are demons. Their crowns symbolize 

their victory over the men they oppress. They resemble men, but they are not men. They are demons. 

v. 8 Having the hair of women (long) suggests their wildness or strength (Samson). Lion-like teeth denote 

ferociousness. 
v. 9 Breastplates as iron gave them the appearance of invulnerability and even their sound is terrifying. 

v. 10 The elements of v. 5 are repeated to stress the awfulness of their power to hurt people. 

v. 11 Satan is their king and in his place he is worshipped as Abaddon and Apollyon, which both mean 

“destroyer.” This is further confirmation that these are demons. 

v. 12 This verse clarifies that the 5
th

 Trumpet is the 1
st
 Woe and the 6

th
 Trumpet is the 2

nd
 Woe and the 7

th
 

Trumpet is the 3
rd

 Woe. 

v. 13 The 6
th

 Trumpet & 2
nd

 Woe ï Demonic Army of 200 Million Kill 1/3 of Men 

- This Woe is partially an answer to the prayers of the persecuted saints for justice. 

- Each Woe shows an escalation in the severity of judgment. They go from pain to death. 

- Probably the angel of 8:3 is the one that now speaks near the four horns (symbolic of power). 

v. 14 These four angels are unholy angels since they are described as “bound” (Jude 6 and 2 Peter 2:4) 

and they go forth to execute judgment in slaying 1/3 of men. This is a devastating judgment. 

v. 15 “An hour”(KJV) should be “the hour” and it designates that this judgment comes exactly at Godôs 

appointed time. (It is not the duration of the judgment.) 

- The result of this judgment is 1/3 of men being slain. This now amounts to about ½ of the earth’s 

population being killed since the beginning of the tribulation. 

v. 16 In this verse we see an army of 200 million demons from the Euphrates River which was the eastern 

boundary of the ideal promised land as given in Gen. 15:18 and the location of Babylon (Satan’s capitol). 

v. 17 We see an awesome demonic army which crushes those that oppose it, killing one third of the men 

on earth.  

 

Where is the peace the antichrist offered? Something  

has gone terribly wrong with his plan for peace. 

 

v. 18 Fire, smoke, and brimstone are natural elements that God used to bring judgment in the Old 

Testament (Gen. 19:24, 28). 
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v. 19 These demonic creatures have deadly tails. 

v. 20 Amazingly, the unbelieving survivors are still unrepentant. They break the 1
st
 & 2

nd
 command-

ments and idolatry deeps them from repenting. The hardness of the human heart prevents their fear of 

God from turning them to repentance and acceptance of Christ. What a terrible picture of human depravity. 

(Punishment does not bring repentance. This counters the false concept of Purgatory.) 
v. 21 These unresponsive people will continue in their moral sins of murder, sorcery, sexual immorality, 

and theft (violations of the 6
th

, 7
th

, and 8
th

 Commandments). These sins keep men from repenting. 

 Ironically, Satan is the source of all this suffering, but they are still worshipping him and his idols. 

Godôs purpose of wrath is to bring about repentance. 

Chapter 10 
The Mighty Angel With The Little Book 

 

 
1
I  saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a rainbow was on his 

head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire. 
2
He had a little book open in his hand. And he set his 

right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 
3
and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he cried 

out, seven thunders uttered their voices. 
4
Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to write; but 

I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, ñSeal up the things which the seven thunders uttered, and do not write 

them.ò 
5
The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his hand to heaven 

6
and swore by Him 

who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, 

and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be delay no longer, 
7
but in the days of the sounding of the 

seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the 

prophets. 
8
Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said, ñGo, take the little book which is open 

in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the earth.ò 
9
So I went to the angel and said to him, ñGive me 

the little book.ò And he said to me, ñTake and eat it; and it will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as 

honey in your mouth.ò 
10
Then I took the little book out of the angelôs hand and ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in 

my mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter. 
11
And he said to me, ñYou must prophesy again about 

many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings.ò 

 

 

This chapter, like chapter seven, does not advance the narrative, but is a parenthesis from 10:1 to  11:14 

that shows us Godôs mercy in the midst of wrath and judgment. John, now on earth, interrupts the sequence 

of Trumpet judgments between the 6
th

 and 7
th

 Trumpets shifting the emphasis from the outpouring of 

God’s wrath on unbelievers to the consolation and encouragement of believers. 

v. 1 The description of this angel might well indicate that it is Christ Himself. Christ is referred to in the Old 

Testament as the “Angel of the Lord” (Ex. 3:2).  The cloud is commonly associated with divine presence.  

The rainbow is the sign of the Noahic Covenant and speaks of divine faithfulness and mercy in the midst 

of divine judgment. His face had a glorious countenance (Shekinah glory) and His feet as pillars of fire 

remind us of the wilderness experience in which Godôs holiness, mercy, and judgment were manifested. 

v. 2 The little book is probably a different from the one we saw in Christ’s hand in 5:1 and 6:1 with seven 

seals because a different and rare Greek word is used to describe it (biblaridion vs. biblion). The book is 

open but its contents are not revealed. Standing upon the sea and the earth symbolizes his authority over 

the whole world (Psa. 24:1). This thought is repeated three times in this short chapter (v. 2, 5, 8). Christ is 

about to take back control of this earth from Satan (Deut. 11:24). 

v. 3 His cry as a lion is a cry of power and victory over the enemies of God that inhabit the earth (Joel 3:16). 

His majestic cry produces seven peals of thunder, which warns of approaching storms (judgment). 

v. 4 John was told not to write the things he heard from the seven thunders. This reveals that while God has 

revealed much to us, there are still secrets that He does not see fit to reveal to man at this time. It reminds us 

of the instructions given to Daniel in Dan. 12:4, 9 where Daniel is told to seal up the contents he had been 

shown because some truths would not be understood until history revealed them, but here John is instructed 

not to even write them down. John understood, but it was for his ears only. 
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- Thunder is the voice of the Lord in judgment (1 Samuel 7:10, Psalm 18:13). 

v. 5 Lifting the right hand toward God was and is a customary gesture when making a solemn oath (Gen. 

14:22; Deut. 32:40; Dan. 12:7). 

v. 6 The oath emphasizes the certainty of the message. The announcement of this angel was that there will 

be no further delay. The tribulation martyrs would have to wait no longer for vindication (6:10). God’s 

longsuffering is running out, His fury is about to fall upon the wicked. Sin has been reigning but Godôs 

prophetic time clock is about to strike with the seventh Trumpet. 

v. 7 This verse tells us that the sounding of the seventh Trumpet brings about the completion of the 

mystery of God as declared to His servants the prophets. 

- This mystery is different from the seven mysteries of scripture: 1.) Mystery of Godôs will (Eph. 1:9)  2.) 

Mystery of iniquity (the devil in flesh) (2 Thess. 2:7)  3.) Mystery of godliness (1 Tim. 3:16)  4.) Mystery of 

God (Col. 2:2)  5.) Mystery of the seven stars (Rev. 1:20)  6.) Mystery of the woman on the beast (Rev. 

17:7) and  7.) Mystery of Israel (Rom. 11:25). {These seven denote something previously unknown but now 

revealed by the Word of God.} 

-This mystery of God probably refers to previously unrevealed details of Godôs plans for humanity that 

will take place so the kingdom of the world can become the kingdom of Christ (11:15). God had revealed 

His plans for the future kingdom to His servants the prophets in former times, but only partially (Heb. 1:1-2) 

and He will now reveal no more than what He reveals to John. 

v. 8 John is instructed to take the little book from the angel. 

v. 9 John is instructed to take and eat (symbol for appropriating knowledge – Jer. 15:16-18; Ezek. 3:1-4) 

v. 10 John follows the instructions to take and eat the little book. It will be sweet to some because of its 

grace, its redemption, its peace, its mercy, and its hope (Psalm 19:9-10), but bitter to others because of its 

wrath and judgment. 

v. 11 John is instructed to prophesy again the contents of the book he had just “eaten” (chapters 12-19) 

concerning many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings. It would be a widespread worldwide message of 

warning to unbelievers and of encouragement to believers. 

 

Chapter 11 
The Two Witnesses and Introduction to The Seventh Trumpet 

 
1
Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, saying, ñRise and measure the temple of 

God, the altar, and those who worship there. 
2
ñBut leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not 

measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months. 
3
ñAnd I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, 

clothed in sackcloth.ò 
4
These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the earth. 

5
And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants 

to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. 
6
These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of 

their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as 

often as they desire. 
7
When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war against them, 

overcome them, and kill them. 
8
And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called 

Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 
9
Then those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will 

see their dead bodies three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into graves. 
10

And those who 

dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one another, because these two prophets 

tormented those who dwell on the earth. 
11

Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and 

great fear fell on those who saw them. 
12

And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, ñCome up here.ò 

And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw them. 
13

In the same hour there was a great 

earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the rest were 

afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven. 
14

The second woe is past. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly. 
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15
Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, ñThe kingdoms of this world 

have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!ò 
16

And the twenty-

four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God, 
17

saying:  

ñWe give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty,  

The One who is and who was and who is to come,  

Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 
18

The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come,  

And the time of the dead, that they should be judged,  

And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints,  

And those who fear Your name, small and great,  

And should destroy those who destroy the earth.ò 

19
Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple. And there 

were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail. 

 

 

This chapter reveals the testimony of the two witnesses that starts at the beginning of the tribulation and 

reveals reactions to their witness. It continues the parenthetical section which began in chapter 10 and will 

run through chapter 14, with the exception of verses 15 – 19 which introduce the seventh Trumpet. 

v. 1 John becomes an active participant, not merely an observer, and is invited to measure the temple. 

- Herod’s temple was destroyed in 70 AD by the Romans, but we know from prophecy that the temple will 

be rebuilt. (Matthew 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:1-13; Daniel 9:27; 12:11) The antichrist will desecrate it in the 

middle of the tribulation. 

- Only priests could enter the temple but non-priests could approach the brazen altar with their sacrifices. 

- The measuring of Jerusalem is done in Zechariah 2, the measuring of the millennial Temple in Ezekiel 

40, and the measuring of the New Jerusalem in Revelation 21 and in each case seems to signify the area 

belongs to God. It is an evaluation of His property prior to the regathering of His chosen people. 

 

God is claiming ownership of the temple and the altar.  He is the 

judge of manôs worship and character and all are accountable to Him. 

 

 

v. 2 The 42 months, which is the second 3½ year period, or last half of Danielôs 70
th

 Week, begins at the 

“middle of the week” spoken of in Daniel 9:27.  

- The “times of the Gentiles” (Exhibit B) of Luke 21:24 will end with the Second Coming of Christ. 

v. 3 The two witnesses will prophesy 1260 days (the first 3 ½ years) mourning in sackcloth (Isa. 37:1-2; 

Dan. 9:3) symbolizing approaching judgment and the need for repentance. 

- The Law and the gospel are to be established by two witnesses (Deut. 17:6; 19:15; Matt. 11:2-3; 18:16; 

21:1; Mark 6:7; John 8:17)  There were two angels at the resurrection tomb, two men appeared to the 

disciples at the Lord’s ascension, and the seventy were sent out two by two to WITNESS. 

- These two are persons, prophets, powerful, persecuted, preserved, slain, resurrected, and raptured! 

- Some say: Moses and Elijah, because of the similarities of miracles performed and because both of them 

were present on the mount at the Transfiguration of Christ. (1 Kings 17; Malachi 4:5; Exodus 7–11; Luke 

9:29-32). See Exhibit Q for details on these arguments. 

- The two witnesses may be two new prophets raised up during the Tribulation. The identity of these two is 

not given so we must conclude their work is more important than their identity. 

v. 4 The olive tree and lampstand imagery is used in Zechariah 4 where the olive oil pictures the power of 

Holy Spirit and the lampstand pictures their Godly witness. The ministry of the two witnesses resembles 

that of Zerubbabel and Joshua who were empowered by the Holy Spirit and sought to restore Israel after a 

previous exile (Zech. 4:2, 3, 11-14). 

v. 5 These two will be able to protect themselves by calling down fire from heaven as Elijah (2 Kings 1:10-

14). They will have divine protection. 
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v. 6 At their discretion they can withhold rain (James 5:17), turn water to blood, and smite the earth with 

plagues. The purpose is to punish the people for sin and cause them to repent. This will be the fifth time in 

history when God will enable a few men to do unusually spectacular signs and wonders. The other four were: 

1.) Moses & Joshua 2.) Elijah & Elisha 3.) Daniel & his three associates and 4.) the time of Christ’s ministry 

on earth. 

v. 7 The “beast out of the pit” is the Antichrist who is empowered by Satan and he will be allowed to kill 

the two witnesses only after they complete their mission. 

v.8 Their bodies lie in the streets of Jerusalem which was considered a gross indignity (Psa. 79:2-3). Sodom 

is synonymous with immorality and Egypt with idolatry. 

v. 9 Television is probably the means of worldwide viewing, but alternately it could mean that people from 

all over the world may be there in person and see this 3 ½ day event. Their witness is not over yet. 

v. 10 Here we see the only rejoicing in the tribulation by earth-dwellers (which shows their wickedness), 

but their false joy is short-lived. 

 v. 11 The unrepentant world’s rejoicing turns to fear as God raises them up and they ascend into heaven. 

This is a final warning for the unrepentant to see. The past tense “entered” views this future event as 

already having happened. 

- The sign of the resurrection is the last sign Christ offered to the Pharisees (Matt. 12:38-40) and it became 

a symbol of the absolute power of God (just as the Exodus was in OT times). Once again that sign is given 

to these unrepentant persons. 

v. 12 The earth-dwellers hear the voice of Christ call up the two raised-up witnesses and they ascend in a 

cloud, just like Christ did (Acts 1:9), and just like the church will (1 Thess. 4:17). 

v. 13 As an aftermath to the resurrection of these two witnesses a great earthquake destroys a tenth of the 

city and kills 7,000 men. The remnant of Jewish believers are encouraged and rejoice and rightfully give 

glory to God when they see this sign of victory. 

v. 14 This transitional verse ties the events of verse 13 together with the sixth Trumpet judgment in 9:21. 

This ends the 2
nd

 WOE, and the 3rd WOE, which is the 6th Trumpet, will follow.  

v. 15 Now John returns back to heaven to view the next scene where he hears the announcement that the 

long-awaited eternal reign of Christ over earth will soon begin (2 Sam. 7:12-16; Isa. 9:6-7; Matt. 6:9-13). 

v. 16 The 24 elders prostrate themselves in worship before God; in contrast to the rebellion on earth. 

v. 17 Here we see the thanksgiving statement of the 24 elders, who represent the church saints in heaven, 

as they anticipate the reign of Christ over the earth. 

v. 18 The elders continue to anticipate the very near future events such as the resurrection and reward of 

the righteous dead at the end of the Tribulation. Those ñwho destroy the earth,ò such as Satan, Babylon, 

the beast, and the false prophet, will be destroyed. 

v. 19 John next sees the temple in heaven opened which pictures fellowship with God that believers will 

enjoy following these judgments. He views the heavenly Ark of the Covenant which reminds us of His 

faithfulness, His presence, and His atonement to the Israelites. 

- The Ark speaks of God keeping His covenant with Israel (see Exhibit Y), and because it comes in the 

midst of terrible judgment it is a reminder that Israel will be faithfully preserved and saved. 

- “Then the temple of God was opened.”  This is one of seven openings in Revelation: 

1. 4:1 – a door is opened in heaven 

2. 6:1 – 8:1 – the seals are opened 

3. 9:2 – the abyss is opened 

4. 11:19 – the temple of God is opened 

5. 15:5 – the tabernacle of testimony is opened 

6. 19:11 – heaven is opened 

7. 20:12 – the books of judgment are opened 

- Seeing the temple and the ark indicates that Israel is coming into view and that God will once again renew 

His dealings with Israel nationally. The chronology will not advance again until 16:1. 
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Chapter 12 
The Woman, The Child, & The Dragon 

 

 
1
Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her 

head a garland of twelve stars. 
2
Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth. 

3
And another 

sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on 

his heads. 
4
His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the 

woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born. 
5
She bore a male Child who was to 

rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His throne. 
6
Then the woman fled into 

the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred 

and sixty days. 
7
And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels 

fought, 
8
but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 

9
So the great dragon was 

cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and 

his angels were cast out with him. 
10
Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, ñNow salvation, and strength, and 

the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them 

before our God day and night, has been cast down. 
11
ñAnd they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 

word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. 
12
ñTherefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who 

dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great 

wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.ò 
13

Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male 

Child. 
14

But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, 

where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 
15

So the serpent 

spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by the flood. 
16

But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had 

spewed out of his mouth. 
17

And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of 

her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Chapters 12 through 14 are parenthetical and introduce us to seven great actors: the woman (Israel), the 

dragon (Satan), the man-child (Christ), Michael (the angel), Israel (the remnant), beast out of the sea  

(antichrist), and the beast out of the earth (false prophet). This chapter deals with the first four of these. 

v. 1 John saw “a great sign” which is in heaven, but the woman is seen on earth. 

- Israel is presented in the Old Testament as the wife of Jehovah (Isa. 54:1-6; Jer. 3:20; Ezek. 16:8-14; Hos. 

2:19-20), and here the woman is Israel. 

- This is the second of four representative women in Revelation: 1.) Jezebel – paganism 2.) this woman is 

Israel 3.) scarlet woman – apostate church, and 4.) the Lambôs wife – the true church. 

- In Gen. 37:9-10 the sun corresponds to Jacob, the moon to Rachel, and the 12 stars to Israel’s 12 tribes 

(Rev. 7:5-8; 21:12).  

- Israel was the light source to the world (Isa. 60:1-3, 20); thus the sun and moon imagery. Today the 

church is the light source to the world, but in the Tribulation Israel will once again fulfill this role with 

the 144,000 witnesses. 

v. 2 This verse represents the sufferings of Israel as a nation before the first coming of Christ. There are 

many figurative references to Israel as a travailing woman in the Old Testament (Isa. 26:17-18; 66:7-9; Jer. 

4:31; 13:21 Mic. 4:10; 5:3)  

Israelôs sufferings leading up to and during the Tribulation, are also as birth pangs before she finally 

realizes that Christ belongs to her – Christ is Israelôs Son. It is in fact the nation Israel that will be born 

again spiritually at the end of the tribulation (Isa. 66:8-15). 

v. 3 The dragon is Satan (v.9). The word dragon occurs only 12 times in the New Testament, all in 

Revelation, and seven of those 12 are in this chapter and it refers to Satan every time. Dragon is the 

Hebrew equivalent to leviathan (Isa. 27:1). His seven heads and ten horns parallels Daniel 7:7-8, 24 and 
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represent the seven rulers and ten sub-rulers (17:12) three of which the Antichrist subdues. The seven 

royal crowns picture the political authority of these seven rulers during the Tribulation. 

v. 4 Here we see Satan as having drawn 1/3 of the angels of heaven with him when he fell from heaven in 

Isa. 14 and Ezek. 28. The dragon (Satan) is seen awaiting the birth of Christ and the attempts of Satan 

through Herod to destroy the Christ child, not the woman; but later, in the Tribulation, he will try to kill 

the woman herself, Israel. 

- Satan has tried numerous times to prevent the Christ child from being born (Ex. 1:15-22; 1 Sam. 18:10-

11; 2 Chron. 22:10; Matt. 2:16). 

v. 5 Israel brought forth Christ who will take back the dominion of this world from Satan and literally rule 

on earth with a rod of iron (Psalm 2) during the Millennial Kingdom (see Exhibit J). Christ’s ascension is 

also seen here (Acts 1:9). 

v. 6 There is a great time gap between v. 5 and v. 6, since v. 6 is a reference to Israel during the Tribulation 

when she flees from Jerusalem to a wilderness (representing testing), which is Petra (Mic. 2:12) in Jordan to 

escape the wrath and fury of the Antichrist who now tries to kill her, just as they tried to kill Christ at His 

birth. She will be there for the last 3½ years of the Tribulation. Christ also spoke of this event in Matthew 

24:15-22. Christ gave the Jews the sign of the abomination of desolation (see Exhibit V) in the middle of 

the tribulation as their sign to FLEE because the Antichrist will try to kill them. 

 

Satan focuses on Israel for two reasons: 1.) Satan now knows he cannot kill Christ. 

He’s tried numerous times and failed. 2.) Satan knows that Christ will only return to this 

earth if the nation Israel repents and calls on Him to return (Matt. 23:39). If Satan can 

prevent the nation from repenting and calling on Christ, then Christ will not return and 

Satan would retain his dominion over this earth and escape his eternal confinement in the 

Lake of Fire. 
 

v. 7 Michael the archangel (Jude 9) is Israelôs special guardian (Dan. 10:13; 21: 12:1) and the leader of 

Godôs angelic army. Michael has done battle in the past with Satan but this conflict evidently takes place in 

the middle of the Tribulation.  

v. 8 Satan is cast out of heaven and can no longer accuse the believers (Rev. 20:11; Dan. 2:35; Zech.10:10) 

but the wrath of Satan is about to hit the earth because his days are numbered. 

v. 9 Satan is the “great dragon” because he is fierce and cruel. The “serpent of old” title stresses his crafty 

and subtle character (Gen. 3:1-5; 2 Cor. 11:3). His name “Devil” means accuser or slanderer and his name 

“Satan” means adversary. Three times this one verse reiterates the fact they are cast out. 

v. 10 Salvation (deliverance and victory) and the establishment of Godôs Kingdom with Christ ruling are 

all brought closer and highly anticipated after Satan is cast down. This is what Christ prayed for with the 

words “Thy kingdom come” (see Exhibit J). 

v. 11 The blood of Christ and the Word of God nullify the accusations of Satan against believers. 

Tribulation martyrs, rather than signaling victory for Satan, are actually the victorious ones over the 

dragon because of the redeeming blood of Christ. 

v. 12 Heaven-dwellers can rejoice when Satan is cast down, but earth-dwellers will now feel the wrath of 

Satan because he’s been expelled from heaven and knows his time is short. He’ll only have 3 1/2 years. 

v. 13 Satan’s intense persecution of the woman begins the second half of the Tribulation and is foretold in 

Matthew 24:15-22. Israel is hated by Satan because she is chosen by God to achieve Godôs purpose and 

because she is the key to Christôs Second Coming to the earth (Matt. 23:39). Satan must now prevent 

Israel from repenting and prevent her from accepting Christ by killing her. 

- Satan’s strategy to kill the Jews is not new, as can be seen in more contemporary events: 

- 1595 Pope Clement VIII makes persecution of Jews a papal policy. 

- 1762 Catherine the Great proclaims Russia off limits to all Jews. 

- 1815 After Napoleon’s defeat Czar Alexander I turns against Russian Jews. 

- 1845 Czar Nicholas I proposes to rid Russia of all Jews. 
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- 1871 Czar Alexander II of Russia turns against the Jews. 

- 1894 Russia institutes a bloody persecution of the Jews. 

- 1923 Wholesale slaughter of Jews in Russia. 

- 1935 Stalin sees to it that Jews have no control or influence in Russia. 

- 1940’s Hitler slaughters six million Jews in an attempt to exterminate them. 

- 1953 Stalin unveils his plan to exterminate all Jews in Russia; then He dies shortly thereafter. 

- 1948 through the present – Arabs resolve to “drive the Jews into the sea.” 

v. 14 The “two wings of a great eagle” signify a successful escape due to Divine intervention as illustrated 

by the exodus from Egypt (Ex. 19:4). The imagery of the heavenly eagle is in sharp contrast to the earthly 

serpent that will be conquered. 

Once again we see that Israel flees into the wilderness (Matt. 24:16; Mark 13:14) where she is nourished 

by God for 3½ years (Dan. 7:25). That “times” refers to “years” is clear from the Hebrew of Daniel 11:13 

that reads “at the end of times, even years.” 

- She will be nourished by God because the Antichrist will prohibit the sale of products to those who do not 

take his mark. 

v. 15 The “flood” is probably a flood of people, his armies, as in Isa. 59:19; Jer. 46:6-7; and 47:2-3.  

We should note the many parallels in these verses with Israelôs exodus from Egypt which was the greatest 

demonstration of Godôs power to men in the Old Testament (Micah 7:15). We see them in the protection 

from the waters (Red Sea or the flood of Pharaohôs army), in feeding (manna & quail) and in the 

Matthew sign (pillar of fire). In Numbers 33 we see the 42 camping locations of the Israelites while they 

were in the wilderness and they also seem to parallel the 42 months Israel will spend in the Tribulation 

wilderness.  Just as God miraculously protected and preserved her then, He will once again demonstrate 

His protective power over the Jews in the Tribulation.  

v. 16 The enemy will be swallowed up as was Korah in Numbers 16:31-33. (Divine Intervention) 

v. 17 God preserves the godly remnant, but 2/3 of the Jews living in Israel will be slain (Zech. 13:8). 

Satan next aims at Jewish believers to thwart their witness (the 144,000). 
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Chapter 13 
The Two Beasts 

 
Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten 

horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name. 
2
Now the beast which I saw was like a 

leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, 

his throne, and great authority. 
3
And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly 

wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast. 
4
So they worshiped the dragon who gave 

authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, ñWho is like the beast? Who is able to make war with 

him?ò 
5
And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue 

for forty-two months. 
6
Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, 

and those who dwell in heaven. 
7
It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And 

authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 
8
All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose 

names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
9
If anyone has 

an ear, let him hear. 
10

He who leads into captivity shall go into captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed 

with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. 
11

Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon. 
12

And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it 

to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 
13

He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire 

come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. 
14

And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those 

signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to 

the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived. 
15

He was granted power to give breath to the image of the 

beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast 

to be killed. 
16

He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right 

hand or on their foreheads, 
17

and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, 

or the number of his name. 
18

Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for 

it is the number of a man: His number is 666. 

 

 

John now receives information concerning the key individuals that Satan will use to accomplish his goals. 

v. 1 Just as the beasts of Daniel’s vision came up out of the sea (Dan. 7:3) this beast (the antichrist ï See 

Exhibit I) also rises up out of the sea. He is seen to have 7 heads (wisdom), 10 horns 

(power){corresponding to the ten toes of the image in Daniel 7}, and 10 crowns (authority) just as the 

Dragon (Satan) is seen in 12:3. This beast (antichrist) is empowered by the Dragon and corresponds to the 

fourth kingdom in Dan. 7:7-8 (see Exhibit N). This Beast is the Little Horn of Daniel 7:8. The “beast” can 

refer to the king or kingdom as seen in Daniel 2, depending on the Holy Spirit’s point of view.  

- The “sea” is a reference to humanity (Gentiles). 

- The seven heads and ten horns are the ten-nation confederation after three are overthrown by the little 

horn of Daniel 7:8. This ten-nation confederation is often referred to as the revived Roman Empire because 

it is portrayed as an integral part of the fourth empire in Daniel. 

v. 2 The “leopard, bear, and lion” imagery takes us back (Dan. 7) to the three empires (see Exhibit L) in 

existence prior to the Roman (Babylon – Lion, Medo-Persia – Bear, and Greece – Leopard) indicating 

this empire has characteristics of each of the preceding three empires. Roman conquerors boasted that they 

never destroyed a civilization, but absorbed into their culture the best of every nation they conquered. This 

beast will combine in himself the characteristics of the three world empires preceding the Roman. He will 

be swift, strong, and voracious and will be empowered by Satan (2 Thess. 2:9).  

v. 3 The beast receives a deadly wound (counterfeiting Christôs death) and apparently is healed 

(counterfeiting Christôs resurrection). This happens in the middle of the Tribulation. 

v. 4 The Dragon and the beast are worshipped as a result of this apparent miracle and power. 

v. 5 The Beast (antichrist) blasphemes God, showing his evil character and he exalts himself (Dan. 11:37). 

Christ was falsely charged with blasphemy but the antichrist will falsely claim to be God. A more 

complete description of the antichrist is found in Daniel 8:23-25; 11:36-45 & 2 Thess. 2:3-12. Antiochus 
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Epiphanes (Dan. 7:8, 11, 20, 25, 12:7) was a prototype of the Antichrist. His power is limited to 42 months 

(see Exhibit L). 

v. 6 The Antichrist will blaspheme God by claiming to be God (2 Thess. 2:4) and defiling the temple in an 

act that is called the abomination of desolation (Matt. 24:15; Dan. 8:12-13). 

v. 7 The Beast wages war with the Tribulation saints worldwide (Dan. 7:25; 9:27; 12:10). 

v. 8 All will worship the antichrist except the saints whose names have been written in the Lambôs Book of 

Life since before the foundation of the world. There will be unified worship of the beast by non-saints. 

 

Is your name written in the Lambôs Book of Life? 

 

v. 9 This is a personal invitation to all who will listen to heed these words and avoid this terrible time. Note 

however that the usual phrase “unto the churches” is not given here, the church is not on earth at this 

time. 

v. 10 The Law of Divine Retribution is stated in this verse: those who persecute the saints and lead them 

into captivity must in turn suffer the righteous wrath of God. This verse warns that the evil a person does 

will come back to them. This verse encourages Tribulation believers to persevere steadfastly. 

v. 11 The Beast out of the earth supports the activities of the first beast (antichrist). This Beast is later 

described in Rev. 19:20 as the False Prophet.  He is the head of the apostate church which is destroyed in 

Rev. 17:16. 

v. 12 He directs men to worship the antichrist and is a Satanic counterfeit Holy Spirit, which completes the 

counterfeit Trinity (see Exhibit O). Just as believers worship Christ because He arose from the dead, so 

also will unbelievers worship the beast because of his similar act. 

v. 13 “Fire from heaven” is a counterfeit Pentecost. This was how God authenticated Elijah in 2 Kings 

1:10, 12. Elijah used fire from heaven and he was prophesied to come before Messiah in Malachi 4:5-6, 

thus this miracle may be used to convince people that the false prophet is Elijah. 

v. 14 The False Prophetôs trademark is deceit and he will deceive people with his miracles. People are 

encouraged to make an image of the beast and worship it (directly forbidden by 2
nd

 commandment). 

v. 15 The word “life” should be “spirit.” The image will have the appearance of life only since Satan 

cannot give life. It will “speak” either by mechanical means or through some other deceptive means and 

may be nothing more than a robot. This image will be set up in the temple in Jerusalem and will issue 

commands to execute those refusing to worship it. 

v. 16 Taking the mark or refusing the mark will be a major test of a personôs commitment to Christ. A 

person who takes the mark cannot be saved and will not take the mark by accident (See Exhibit X). 

v. 17 The mark will be a requirement to buy and sell any goods. It is a counterfeit to God’s mark. 

v. 18 Letters of the Greek and Hebrew alphabets have numerical equivalents. It may be that the sum of the 

letters of the name of the antichrist will total 666. At any rate this may be used to confirm the identity of the 

antichrist after he is revealed. He is not revealed until after the church is raptured (2 Thess. 2:7-8). 

- The present attempts at unification of ecclesiastical and political power seem to be the forerunner and 

preparation for the end-time events (one-world government & church) pictured in this chapter. 

 

 

Chapter 14 
The 144,000 and The Victory of The Lamb 

 
 

1
Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four 

thousand, having His Fatherôs name written on their foreheads. 
2
And I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of 

many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps. 
3
They sang 

as it were a new song before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no one could learn that 

song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from the earth. 
4
These are the ones who were 
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not defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were 

redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. 
5
And in their mouth was found no deceit, for 

they are without fault before the throne of God. 
6
Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who 

dwell on the earthðto every nation, tribe, tongue, and peopleð 
7
saying with a loud voice, ñFear God and give 

glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 

springs of water.ò 
8
And another angel followed, saying, ñBabylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has 

made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.ò 
9
Then a third angel followed them, saying with a 

loud voice, ñIf anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 
10
ñhe himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His 

indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of 

the Lamb. 
11
ñAnd the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who 

worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.ò 
12

Here is the patience of the saints; 

here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 
13

Then I heard a voice from heaven 

saying to me, ñWrite: óBlessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.ô ò  ñYes,ò says the Spirit, ñthat they 

may rest from their labors, and their works follow them.ò 
14

Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His head a 

golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 
15

And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice 

to Him who sat on the cloud, ñThrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest 

of the earth is ripe.ò 
16

So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped 
  17

Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 
18

And another     

angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp 

sickle, saying, ñThrust in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully 

ripe.ò 
19

So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great 

winepress of the wrath of God. 
20

And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the 

winepress, up to the horsesô bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs.  

 

 

 

Chapter 14 shows us three things: 1.) the failure of the counterfeit trinityôs program, 2.) the results of the 

seven bowl judgments, and 3.) the assurance, encouragement, and comfort given to Tribulation saints. 

v. 1 This vision shows the 144,000 and the Lamb on Mt. Zion after His Second Coming and at the 

beginning of His millennial reign. These are the same 144,000 from chapter 7 that were sealed for protection 

and here we have confirmation that indeed they are preserved through the Tribulation. The ñstanding 

Lambò in this verse is in sharp contrast to the pursuing beast of the previous chapter. 

v. 2 This voice from heaven is the first of seven proclamations in this chapter. 

1.) v.1-3 144,000 singing a new song proves Satan’s attempt to kill them fails. 

2.) v.6-7 Final call by the angel to accept the gospel – choose Christ or the antichrist. 

3.) v.8 Announces the fall of political Babylon – Satan’s capitol will be destroyed. 

4.) v.9-12 This angel announces taking the mark of the beast is the point of no return, doom. 

5.) v.13 There will be a special blessing for martyrs – to encourage and comfort them. 

6.) v.14-16 There will be a time of harvest by Christ. 

7.) v.17-20 There will be a time of judgment resulting in massive bloodshed. 

v. 3 The 144,000 sing a new song (which in the OT was a song of praise to God for new mercies; Psa. 33:3; 

40:3; 96:1; 144:9; 149:1; Isa. 42:10) for they only could appreciate what it meant to be delivered from the 

Satanic powers of the Antichrist while spreading the gospel of the kingdom. 

V. 4 “Not defiled with women” seems to refer to necessary abstinence from marriage in the critical days 

of the Tribulation when a normal marriage relationship would be impossible (1 Cor. 7:26; Matt. 19:12). If it 

refers to spiritual purity then they have not compromised with the world.  

- “Firstfruits” refers to the beginning of a great harvest. The 144,000 are the nucleus of the redeemed that 

will enter the millennium from the Tribulation. 

v. 5 These were without fault. They spoke the truth even when deceit abounded. We too are to live lives 

without “blemish” (Eph. 5:27) and without “spot” (Heb. 9:14), and “faultless” (Jude 24). 
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v. 6 “The everlasting gospel” is the good news that God loves us and died for us and He is about to deal 

with the world in righteousness and establish His sovereignty over the world. This gospel is eternal 

because it has eternal significance.  

v. 7 Last chance. God always provides adequate warning before judgment (Noah, Lot, the prophets, etc.). 

Worship is due the creator of “heaven, earth, sea, and fountains of waters” and the first four Bowl 

judgments will affect these four aspects of God’s creation. 

v. 8 “Babylon is fallen is fallen” may refer to the literal city, or a false religious system which emphasizes 

idolatry (Jer. 50:38; Isa. 21:9), or to a political system which emphasizes commercial-ization, all 

stemming from the evil character of historic Babylon begun by Nimrod. At times ñBabylonò may also be 

Jerusalem (1 Peter 5:13), which at this time has entered into spiritual corruption. The double “is fallen” 

may be a clue that anticipates the end of both the political system (chapter 18) as well as the ecclesiastical 

system (chapter 17).  

- Babylon is personified as a temptress who gives wine to a man to seduce him to commit fornication (17:2, 

4). However, the inviting drink becomes a cup of the wrath of God (v. 10, Isa. 51:17, 22). 

This is a prophecy of hope that the iniquitous Babylonian system will be judged. 

v. 9 & 10 These verses clearly warn that all who take the mark of the beast will partake of the judgment 

of God. No one takes this mark out of ignorance, they are repeatedly warned. 

- ñWithout mixtureò means it will not be diluted with water as was the common practice in diluting wine. 

-This is not the Lake of Fire torment. It is torment during the Tribulation in the presence of witnesses. 

This is in contrast to the overcomers who will receive open recognition in the presence of God and His 

angels (3:5). 

 

The same scripture which assures believers of the love 

 and grace of God also warns of His judgment on the wicked. 
 

 

v. 11 The temporary judgments of the Bowl judgments now give way to the eternal judgment of the beast 

worshipers (Matt. 25:46; 2 Thess. 1:6-9). This is a horrible picture of eternal punishment. 

v. 12 “Patience” means the cheerful hope. Those that “keep the commandments of God” refuse to break the 

1
st
 & 2

nd
 commandments. Obedience will see the believers through this time. 

v. 13 This is the second beatitude of seven that are given in Revelation. The others are: 1:3; 16:15; 19:9; 

20:6; 22:7, 14. This is a great encouragement for those who come to faith in Christ during the Tribulation 

to persevere both in good works and in faith even if it means they are martyred. They will receive a 

unique blessing reserved for no one else. 

 

It is far better to die at the hand of the beast than to experience Godôs punishment. 

 

 

- “From henceforth” indicates from the middle of the Tribulation forward. 

v. 14 John sees Christ Himself participating in the divine judgments upon the wicked world. His sharp 

sickle indicates this is the time of harvest at the end of the Tribulation period when Christ returns. 

- The cloud represents the Shekinah glory and the “sharp sickle” indicates swift and complete judgment. 

v. 15 The angel announces it is time for Christ to execute the harvest (Matt. 13:30, 36-40). 

v. 16 The Harvester does the harvesting of the earth. This happens at the end of the Tribulation (19:17-21). 

v. 17 The fifth angel in this group comes out of the heavenly temple ready to execute judgment. 

v. 18 The sixth angel comes from the altar, possibly in response to the Tribulation saints’ prayers (6:9-10). 

- Divine judgment is symbolized as a harvest of grapes that are fully ripe. This vine has produced the fruit 

of wickedness and corruption (Deut. 32:32-33). 

v. 19 The angel gathers the crop of unbelievers and casts them into the great grape press (Isa. 63:1-3; Joel 

3:13). 
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v. 20 The trampling of the grapes compares to the events in Rev. 19:17-19, 21. This event happens when 

Christ returns. The 1600 furlongs is 172 miles which is the distance between Megiddo, the gathering 

place of the armies and Bozrah (Isa. 63:1), a city in Jordan outside Petra where the Jews will be gathered. 

This happens after Israel is converted and calls on Christ to come and He does. He annihilates the 

armies of the antichrist. This is why Isaiah 63:1-4 speaks of Christ coming from Bozrah. 

- This is a terrible time of bloodletting. It will flow about 4 ½ feet deep. 

- Judgment comes to this earth only after three warnings are given: 1.) the preaching of the everlasting 

gospel  2.) the warning that the Babylonian religion will be destroyed, and  3.) the warning that the 

worshippers of antichrist will be judged. 

- Godôs justice will triumph, the wicked will be judged and the saints rewarded. 

 

 

Chapter 15 
Vision of The Seven Last Plagues 

 
 

1
Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the seven last plagues, for in them 

the wrath of God is complete. 
2
And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who have the 

victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark and over the number of his name, standing on the sea of 

glass, having harps of God. 
3
They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying:  

ñGreat and marvelous are Your works,  

Lord God Almighty!  

Just and true are Your ways,  

O King of the saints! 
4
Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name?  

For You alone are holy.  

For all nations shall come and worship before You,  

For Your judgments have been manifested.ò 

5
After these things I looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened. 

6
And 

out of the temple came the seven angels having the seven plagues, clothed in pure bright linen, and having their 

chests girded with golden bands. 
7
Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls 

full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever. 
8
The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and 

from His power, and no one was able to enter the temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed.  
 

The seven last plagues are the divine judgments preceding the Second Coming of Christ. They are 

contained within the seventh trumpet judgment and show a dramatic crescendo in these events. Following 

these events is the Second Coming of Christ. 

v. 1 Speaks of “another sign” which is the seven angels with the seven last plagues representing divine 

judgment upon the satanic system and political power of the beast. The first sign in chapter 12 was 

Israel portrayed as the woman. The second was the “great red dragon” which is Satan as he controls the 

final world empire. 

- The word “last” in verse one implies that the previous seal and trumpet judgments were also plagues; 

that is, divine judgments of God pouring out affliction upon a wicked world. It also indicates these are the 

last acts of judgment before the Second Coming of Christ to the earth. 

v. 2 The “sea of glass” is undoubted the same one referred to in chapter six. It is designed to reflect the 

glory of God. In chapter six it was “like unto crystal” speaking of the holiness of God; but the flames in 

this chapter speak of divine judgment proceeding from God’s holiness. They also speak of the fiery trials 

these martyrs went through while on earth at the hand of the antichrist; but they were preserved just as 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were through the fiery furnace in Daniel 3. 

- Those standing upon the sea are undoubtedly the Tribulation martyrs slain by the beast in chapter 13. 

They are victors because they remained faithful to the Lord instead of giving in to the demands of the 
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antichrist. (1 Cor. 15:55-57) The identity of these as martyrs confirms that the time frame is near the end 

of the Tribulation and contrasts them with the saints of other ages. 

- The harp and the trumpet are the only instruments mentioned as being in heaven. Harps denote 

dedication to the service of God (1 Chron. 16:42). 

v. 3 The “song of Moses” (Ex. 15:1-18) celebrated by Jews on Sabbath gatherings recalls the faithfulness of 

God in delivering Israel from Egypt. It is sung here in recognition that a large number of Jews are among 

the martyred dead. The “song of the Lamb” speaks of redemption from sin made possible by the sacrifice 

of the Lamb of God and would include all saints. 

- “Just” – He is the perfect judge.  “True” – He keeps His promises. 

- “King of saints” is in some manuscripts rendered “King of the nations,” (Jer. 10:7) anticipating the 

sovereign rule of Christ. The heavenly saints are rejoicing because the nations will ultimately worship 

Christ, not the antichrist. 

v. 4 The song in verses 3b-4 praises Godôs works and ways. He will receive glory because He is holy. 

v. 5 This verse transitions us to a new vision, that of the seven bowls. The “temple” refers to the building 

that housed Godôs law, where the Ark of the Covenant resided. The earth-dwellers have disregarded 

Godôs law and they will now be judged by it. 

v. 6 As John looks the sanctuary is opened and angels come out (because they’re sinless they can enter).  

Their white garments represent holiness. This indicates the judgments that are about to follow, flow from 

the holiness of God which demands that the wicked be judged. 

v. 7 In verse 6 the angels had the plagues already, and in verse 7 they are given the bowls of wrath which 

is their authority to proceed with the plagues. In 5:8 God described the prayers of the saints as being in 

bowls and thus there is a connection with these judgments in that they are answers to those prayers. 

v. 8 The smoke in the temple symbolizes the presence of God (Ex. 19:18; 40:34; 1 Kings 8:10-11; 2 Chron. 

5:11-14; Isa. 6:4; Ezek. 11:23) and is a sign of the impending doom upon those who persist in their 

disregard of the sovereignty and holiness of God.  

- No one being able to enter until the judgments were finished, indicates the climatic nature of these 

judgments. 

- This chapter serves to prepare us for the next set of judgments 

 

Chapter 16 
      The Seven Bowl Judgments 

 
1
Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, ñGo and pour out the bowls of the wrath 

of God on the earth.ò 
2
So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men 

who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. 
3
Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a dead man; and every living 

creature in the sea died. 
4
Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood. 

5
And I 

heard the angel of the waters saying:  

ñYou are righteous, O Lord,  

The One who is and who was and who is to be,  

Because You have judged these things. 
6
For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets,  

And You have given them blood to drink.  

For it is their just due.ò 

7
And I heard another from the altar saying, ñEven so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Your 

judgments.ò 
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8
Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given to him to scorch men with fire. 

9
And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the name of God who has power over these plagues; 

and they did not repent and give Him glory. 
10

Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became full of darkness; 

and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain. 
11

They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and 

their sores, and did not repent of their deeds. 
12

Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the 

way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 
13

And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the 

mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 
14

For they are spirits of 

demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle 

of that great day of God Almighty. 
15
ñBehold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.ò 
16

And they gathered them together to the place called in 

Hebrew, Armageddon. 
17

Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple of heaven, from 

the throne, saying, ñIt is done!ò 
18

And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great 

earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the earth. 
19

Now the great 

city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before God, 

to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. 
20

Then every island fled away, and the mountains were 

not found. 
21

And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed 

God because of the plague of the hail, since that plague was exceedingly great. 

  

 

v. 1 The voice of God is now heard instructing the seven angels to pour out the bowls of wrath of God’s 

judgment upon the earth. The instruction seems to indicate that the bowls will be poured out in rapid 

succession. These bowls will vindicate Godôs sovereignty, His righteousness, and His holiness. 

- These judgments seem to be universal in application and of greater intensity than the trumpet judgments 

that only affect 1/3 of the earth. The vial judgments take place toward the end of the Tribulation in quick 

succession, climaxing the divine judgments of God and leading up to the Second Coming of Christ at the very 

end of the Tribulation period. 

v. 2 Bowl #1 – Sores upon Men  

- Bad sores break out on unbelievers who have taken the mark of the beast. (Similar to the plague in Egypt 

of the boils (Exodus 9:9-11). This judgment is targeted against a specific group of people. 

v. 3 Bowl #2 – The Sea Becomes as Blood  

- This judgment results in the destruction of all sea life (Similar to the plague in Egypt which killed the fish 

of the Nile and made the water unfit to drink). 

v. 4 Bowl #3 – Fresh Water Turned to Blood  

- This judgment pollutes fresh water rivers as well as their sources. 

v. 5 Evidently there is an angel assigned to oversee the fresh water and he declares God’s judgment to be 

righteous because God has judged them in kind. 

v. 6 This judgment avenges the blood taking by the beast of the martyred saints and gives them their just 

reward. (An eye for an eye, blood for blood). “Saints” refers to all believers, and “prophets” refers to those 

who delivered messages from God to men. 

v. 7 The Tribulation martyrs offer their ñAmenò to the angel’s declaration of Godôs righteousness. God’s 

judgment is consistent with His character. 

v. 8 Bowl #4 – Men are Scorched with Fire and Heat  

- This judgment increases the sunôs intensity (see Malachi 4:1-2) and scorches men who worship the beast 

(the original Greek text has a definite article before “men.”).  

v. 9 But amazingly, men only increase their blasphemy and refuse to repent even though they know that 

God has graciously warned them to repent. This judgment will counter the claim of some that men would 

repent if they only knew the power of God. They harden their hearts just as Pharaoh did. Previously some 

people repented because of the earthquake in Jerusalem (11:13), but now none do. Only the incorrigibles are 

left, so God has turned up the heat (perhaps to give them a taste of the Lake of Fire). 
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It is amazing to me that men never blaspheme Satan  

even though he is the source of all their suffering. 

 

v. 10 Bowl #5 – Darkness and Pain  

- The fifth angel pours out his bowl upon the throne of the beast (probably Babylon). This judgment 

parallels the ninth plague in Egypt (Exodus 10:21-23). The entire world will be darkened except Jordan 

(Dan. 11:41) where the Jews will be taking refuge in Petra. This judgment causes severe agony. Once again 

men blaspheme God and harden their hearts even more to God. (See also Amos 5:18; Nahum 1:6-8; Zeph. 

1:15; Mark 13:24). 

v. 11 The painful darkness of this bowl also seems to be a foretaste of eternal Hell (the Lake of Fire), but 

Godôs purpose is still to cause wicked men to repent. But once again they blaspheme God.  

- Notice that the sores (v. 2) of the first bowl judgment are still continuing. 

v. 12 Bowl #6 ï Euphrates River is Dried up Resulting in War ï Campaign of Armageddon 
This opens the way for the kings of the East (literally kings of the “sunrising”) to invade. In scripture the 

east (Matt. 2:1) always refers to Mesopotamia (Assyria and Babylonia) and never to China or Japan. The 

fact that the Antichrist’s capitol city will be in Babylon on the banks of the Euphrates River further attests to 

the fact that these kings will be Mesopotamian kings. This event is totally different from the 200 million 

demon army in chapter nine. Consistency of interpretation must take precedence over current events. 

- The Euphrates River formed the eastern boundary of the Roman Empire as well as the eastern 

boundary of the land given by God to Abraham (Gen. 15:18; Deut. 1:7; 11:24; Joshua 1:4). 

v. 13 At this time three unclean spirits (1 Tim. 4:1-2), who are demonic messengers come from the ungodly 

trio (Satanic trinity) of the dragon (Satan), beast, and false prophet (beast out of the earth).  

- “Frogs” were considered unclean and loathsome (Lev. 11:10-12, 41). The 2
nd

 Egyptian plague involved 

them (Ex. 8:5). 

v. 14 The goal of the demonic messengers is to gather the seven kings of the earth to destroy the Jews (Psa. 

2:1-3; Joel 2:1; 3:2; Zech. 14:2-3; Dan. 11:44). This battle will be described in 19:11-16. 

v. 15 Christ now speaks. “I come as a thief” is used to express suddenness and resulting loss (Matt. 24:43; 

Luke 12:39; 1 Thess. 5:2) on the part of the person overtaken because they are not ready. This is in contrast 

to Tribulation believers who are watchful that will be blessed (Rev. 1:3; 14:13). How gracious of God to 

warn Tribulation believers with this Revelation of what lies ahead so they will be watching for His return. 

- This is the third of the seven beatitudes in Revelation. 

- This verse is a message of comfort and hope for Tribulation believers. 

- The same truth of being watchful so one will not be embarrassed, can also be applied to church age 

believers. 

v. 16 Armageddon is Greek for the Hebrew word ñHar-Magedonò (mountain of Megiddo) which is the 

scene of many Old Testament battles such as Barak & the Canaanites in Judges 4 and Gideon & the 

Midianites in Judges 7. It is a small hill on the south edge of the Jezreel Valley in Lower Galilee on which 

the town of Megiddo stood. The Jezreel is a large flat valley 14 miles by 20 miles. Please note that this is 

only the gathering place, or staging area. This is not the location of the conflict. 

- This event is also spoken of in Joel 3:9-11 and Psalm 2:1-6 (By destroying the Jews Satan is seeking to 

break the cords of God’s control over the world, so he can keep it for himself). 

-Events of the Battle: 

      After Babylon (Satan’s capitol) is destroyed the Antichrist marches with the armies against Jerusalem 

(Zech. 12:1-3; Zech. 14:1-2) and it once again falls into Gentile hands with half of the population taken into 

slavery and half remaining.  

     The armies will then march against Bozrah (Petra) to annihilate the Jews (Jer. 49:13-14; Micah 2:12). 

     The Jews in Petra will finally realize why the Tribulation has fallen upon them. The Jewish leaders will 

urge the nation to repent and confess their national sin in a three-day revival (Hosea 6:1-3). 

     The entire nation will repent and their confession is contained in Isaiah 53:1-9. The nation will be saved 

which will fulfill Romans 11:25-27. They will then plead for Christ to come and save them (Zech. 12:10-
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13:1). All this happens as the result of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-32), even though there 

will be great suffering the remaining 1/3 of them will be saved (Zech. 13:7-9). 

     This believing remnant calls on Christ to come and He does (Isa. 34:1-7) come to Bozrah (Isa. 63:1-6; 

Hab. 3:3; Micah 2:12-13; Judges 5:4-5). Christ’s coming is with the sign of the Son of Man (Matt. 24:30) 

which is the Shekinah glory. 

v. 17 Bowl #7 – A Great Earthquake and Great Hail  

- This last angel pours out this last judgment into the air and the voice of God cries out “It is done.” 

Men who fail to respond to Savior’s “It is finished” (meaning “the debt is paid in full”) will experience the 

“It is done” of God’s judgment.  

v. 18 Lightning, thunder, and the greatest earthquake the world has ever seen will combine to produce 

extreme fear and desolation. 

v. 19 The earthquake splits Jerusalem into three parts and destroys all the cities of the world and especially 

Babylon on the Euphrates. 

v. 20 Even the islands and mountains will disappear from this great earthquake. These changes will prepare 

the way for the creation of a new world in 20:11 and 21:1-2. 

v. 21 This final judgment brings physical destruction topped off by hail weighing over 100 pounds falling 

upon men. 

 

How fitting that cold, hard hailstones should be used in the destruction and 

 judgment of those who have hardened their hearts and become cold to God. 

 

 

- Hail was often used as an instrument of divine judgment in the Old Testament (Joshua 10:11; Job 38:22-

23; Isa. 28:2, 17; Ezek. 13:11-13; 38:22-23). 

- In spite of these horrible judgments the hearts of earth-dwellers will remain hardened just as Pharaoh’s did 

during the plague of hail in Egypt (Ex. 9:24). 

 

The ñIt is doneò statement signals the end of the time of  

Jacobôs trouble and the final overthrow of all opposition. 

 

 

- Some view these seven bowl judgments as happening within a few days during the time Christ is returning 

to the earth, and others view these seven as happening before Christ actually begins His descent to the earth. 

Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost holds the first view and believes the 45 days mentioned in Daniel 12  (see Exhibit 

M) will be the time frame for these seven bowl judgments and they should be considered the time of 

Christ’s Second Advent. Supporting this might be the thought that since the whole world will see Christ 

return in His glory that this will give the entire world time to see His return. 

- It should be noted here that man will have broken every one of the first four ten commandments which 

deal with sins against God (the last six commandments are sins against other men). 

 

The beast, false prophet, and dragon are about to be dealt with.  

No wonder Satan wants to keep this book of Revelation closed. 

 It shows his ultimate doom and the doom of his followers. 
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Chapter 17 
Destruction of Religious Babylon 

 
1
Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me, saying to me, ñCome, I will 

show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 
2
ñwith whom the kings of the earth committed 

fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication.ò 
3
So he carried me 

away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of 

blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 
4
The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with 

gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her 

fornication. 
5
And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 

HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
6
I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints 

and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement. 
7
But the angel said to me, ñWhy did you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast that 

carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. 
8
ñThe beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend 

out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not 

written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 
9
ñHere is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits. 

10
ñThere are 

also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet come. And when he comes, he must continue a 

short time. 
11
ñAnd the beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to 

perdition. 
12
ñThe ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, but they receive 

authority for one hour as kings with the beast. 
13
ñThese are of one mind, and they will give their power and 

authority to the beast. 
14
ñThese will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of 

lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.ò 
15
Then he said to me, ñThe 

waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues. 
16
ñAnd the ten horns 

which you saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with 

fire. 
17
ñFor God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the 

beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 
18
ñAnd the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over the 

kings of the earth.ò  

 

 

Chapter 17 brings into focus the destruction of Babylon in its ecclesiastical, or spiritual form (counterfeit 

church). A church which calls itself Christian, and which courts an alliance with the godless world-system 

commits spiritual adultery (James 4:4). Ecclesiastical Babylon in chapter 17 will be operating in the first 

half of the Tribulation. In the second half the Antichrist will take over its headship. 

v. 1 John is invited by one of the angels to view the judgment of a woman, the symbol of Babylon, described 

as the great harlot. She is called a harlot because she has taken something that has a proper use and 

perverted it into an improper use. In this case the harlot represents “religion” which has a proper use (James 

1:26-27), but has perverted it into something illicit. The false use of religion causes spiritual fornication 

(Hosea 1-2; Jer. 2:20, 3:1-9; Ezek. 16:15-41). True religion serves, but false religion rules. 

- The “waters” show the scope of the harlotôs influence and are the many nations (v. 15) of the world ruled 

by Babylon, the false religious system, which has corrupted the inhabitants of the earth – making them drunk 

with the wine of her fornication. This spiritual adultery portrays those who outwardly and religiously 

appear to be joined to the true God in name but are untrue to this relationship. False religion is the 

worst enemy of true religion. 

v. 2 The alliance of the apostate church with the political powers of the world (unity of church and state) 

corrupts the testimony of the true church and induces religious drunkenness upon both the kings and the 

inhabitants. See Exhibit P for a 20
th

 Century view of apostasy in today’s churches. 

v. 3 The woman (a false religious system) is seen as seated on a scarlet-colored beast (luxury) with seven 

heads and ten horns (Antichrist in 13:1). This means that the false religious system does have the support of 

civil government during the first half of the Tribulation and is able to rule because of government support. 

-This apostate one-world super-church is destined to come into existence after the rapture of the true 

church. 
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v. 4 The description of this woman shows her as being wealthy, influential, and in extravagant attire in 

contrast to the instructions of 1 Timothy 2:9-10 to be modest in attire. As showy pomp increases, spiritual 

purity tends to decline. She is externally appealing, but inside she is corrupt. 

v. 5 In John’s day it was customary for Roman prostitutes to wear their names on their forehead headbands 

(Jer. 3:3). Her name was a “mystery,” something not previously revealed but now made clear. John now 

reveals the true nature of her evil character and judgment. 

- Babylon was the origin of the ancient pagan rites that crept in to the early church and corrupted her. The 

city will be rebuilt and become the headquarters of this one world religion. She is the “mother” because it 

was from her that idolatry and false religion began (Gen. 11:1-9). 

- It was founded by Nimrod in Genesis 10 and the tower of Babel was man’s attempt to rebel against 

God and worship the sun, moon, and stars. It was a pagan temple dedicated to the worship of idols and 

God brought judgment upon it by confounding their language. 

- Nimrod became the head of the Babylonian mysteries which consisted of secret rites developed as a 

part of the worship of idols. His wife Semiramis was a high priestess who claimed to give birth to a son 

miraculously conceived, by the name of Tammuz, who was a savior of his people – a false messiah. This 

was the origination of the mother-child cult and the theme is repeated in various pagan religions. 

Semiramis was considered the queen of heaven and various rites were introduced to cleanse the people 

from sin – including a priestly order, sprinkling with holy water, and established an order of virgins 

dedicated to religious prostitution. Tammuz was supposedly killed by a beast and then raised back to 

life, an obvious satanic anticipation of Christ’s resurrection. To Tammuz the egg was sacred, depicting 

the mystery of his resurrection and the evergreen was his chosen symbol being set up to honor his birth at 

the winter solstice. 

- The mother-child cult became the mystery religion of the Phoenicians and they spread it throughout 

the known world. In Egypt the mother-child became known as Isis and Horus, in Greece Aphrodite 

and Eros, in Italy Venus and Cupid. Thus Babylon became the fountainhead of idolatry.  

- Ezekiel protests against the ceremony of weeping for Tammuz in Ezekiel 8:14. Jeremiah mentions the 

heathen practice of making cakes for the queen of heaven in Jeremiah 7:18 and offering incense to the 

queen of heaven in Jeremiah 44:17-19, 25. The worship of Baal also originated in Babylon since Baal 

was identical to Tammuz. The Babylonian cult made its way to other cities throughout the ancient world, 

including Pergamos. The chief priests wore crowns in the form of the head of a fish, in recognition of 

Dagon, the fish god. In early centuries of the church the features of these pagan cults were incorporated 

into the Christian faith and continue to this day. 

v. 6 The woman is seen as being drunk with the blood of the saints, which may be a historical view: It was 

the Roman church itself which in the name of religion killed millions of believers in the early centuries of 

the church and through the years of the Crusaders. Between 1540 and 1570 no fewer than 900,000 

Protestants were slain during the Inquisition in order to crush the Reformation. In August of 1572 70,000 

Protestants were massacred and the Pope rejoiced by striking a medal in commemoration of the massacre. 

In Bohemia by 1600 in a population of four million 80% were Protestant, but after the Hapburgs and Jesuits 

had done their work, only 80,000 were left, all Catholics. In Spain from 1481 to 1808 1.6 million were 

martyred or banished. Those martyred were usually burned at the stake in public. 

- Viewing this in the future: It will be this false super-church that will hurt and martyr the 5
th

 Seal saints. 

- This view amazed John, to think that it would be the church, that supposedly honors God, that would kill 

His faithful saints. In John’s day the Roman Empire was the manifestation of Babylonianism. 

v. 7 The angel promises to interpret these revelations that were so baffling to John. 

v. 8 The beast is the Antichrist (13:1-3) who was resuscitated (13:3, 12, 14) in the middle of the Tribulation. 

He comes out of the abyss which is the home of Satan (11:7) and the demons (9:1-2, 11) after he comes 

back to life. This suggests that Satan specially empowers him. The unbelieving earth-dwellers will be 

greatly impressed and wrongly conclude that he is a divine savior. 

v. 9 The first part of this verse dealing with wisdom anticipates the difficulty and complexity of the 

revelation to follow. Evidently many would misinterpret this verse concerning the seven heads. Many have 
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taken the description of this verse of seven hills to refer to Rome; however, the seven heads are best 

explained as referring to the rulers over seven kingdoms. 

v. 10 The “one is” when John wrote Revelation refers to the Roman Empire. The “fallen” prominent world 

empires which preceded the Roman were: Greece, Persia, Babylon, Assyria, and Egypt. The other which 

“has not yet come” is the ten nation confederation empire of the beast in the Tribulation that will only last a 

short time. These seven powers have supported the woman and she sways and influences their 

administrations. All of these kingdoms have persecuted or will persecute God’s people. 

v. 11 The beast was of the seventh empire (ten nation confederation in the 1
st
 half of the Tribulation) and he 

will be the eighth empire in the form of a one-world government (which will be in the 2
nd

 half of the 

Tribulation) after he arises from his deathblow. This final 8
th

 Kingdom will not just fall as others before, but 

it will be destroyed by Christ at His Second Coming to the earth. 

v. 12 The ten horns (kings) are the rulers of the ten confederated nations (Exhibit N) which will exist in 

the first half of the Tribulation. They will be allies of the beast and serve under him in his worldwide 

government. The duration of their ruling is short (one hour). 

v. 13 The single purpose of these ten confederated nations is to oppose Christ and His kingdom. The 

antichrist will have to put down three of them who revolt against him (Dan. 7:24; Rev. 12:3; 13:1; 17:3). 

v. 14 At the very end of the Tribulation these kings will join in trying to kill the Jews and in opposing 

Christ as He comes to establish His kingdom. This will culminate in what is commonly referred to as the 

ñBattle of Armageddon.ò 

v. 15 The angel gives the meaning of “waters” in verse one as being the people of the earth and shows her 

extensive influence. Water in the Old Testament is commonly used to refer to people (Psa. 18:4, 16, 124:4; 

Isa. 8:7; Jer. 47:2). 

 v. 16 The woman which will flourish during the 1
st
 half will be thrown off by the ten in the mid-point of 

the Tribulation period. The Antichrist will break his covenant. He will no longer need the church, he will 

destroy it and place himself in the place of worship. His true identity and true objective will be seen at 

this time; he wants to be worshiped as God (Dan. 9:27; 11:26-38; Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:8). 

v. 17 The ultimate cause of this action is Godôs sovereign purpose. 

v. 18 The woman represents “the great city” which refers to the city of Babylon, which symbolizes apostate 

religion. 

Chapter 18 
The Destruction of Political Babylon 

 
1After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was 

illuminated with his glory. 
2
And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, ñBabylon the great is fallen, is fallen, 

and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated 

bird! 
3
ñFor all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have 

committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her 

luxury.ò 
4
And I heard another voice from heaven saying, ñCome out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, 

and lest you receive of her plagues. 
5
ñFor her sins have reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. 

6
ñRender to her just as she rendered to you, and repay her double according to her works; in the cup which she has 

mixed, mix double for her. 
7
ñIn the measure that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure 

give her torment and sorrow; for she says in her heart, óI sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.ô 
8
ñTherefore her plagues will come in one dayðdeath and mourning and famine. And she will be utterly burned with 

fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges her. 
9
ñThe kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with her will weep and lament for 

her, when they see the smoke of her burning, 
10
ñstanding at a distance for fear of her torment, saying, óAlas, alas, 

that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour your judgment has come.ô 
11
ñAnd the merchants of the 

earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one buys their merchandise anymore: 
12
ñmerchandise of gold and silver, 

precious stones and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind of citron wood, every kind of object of 

ivory, every kind of object of most precious wood, bronze, iron, and marble; 
13
ñand cinnamon and incense, fragrant 

oil and frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and bodies and souls 

of men. 
14
ñThe fruit that your soul longed for has gone from you, and all the things which are rich and splendid 
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have gone from you, and you shall find them no more at all. 
15
ñThe merchants of these things, who became rich by 

her, will stand at a distance for fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 
16
ñand saying, óAlas, alas, that great city 

that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! 
17
óFor in 

one hour such great riches came to nothing.ô Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade 

on the sea, stood at a distance 
18
ñand cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, óWhat is like this 

great city?ô 
19
ñThey threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying, óAlas, alas, that 

great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich by her wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.ô 
20
ñRejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has avenged you on her!ò 

21
Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, ñThus with 

violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be found anymore. 
22
ñThe sound of harpists, 

musicians, flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard in you anymore. No craftsman of any craft shall be found in 

you anymore, and the sound of a millstone shall not be heard in you anymore. 
23
ñThe light of a lamp shall not shine 

in you anymore, and the voice of bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you anymore. For your merchants 

were the great men of the earth, for by your sorcery all the nations were deceived. 
24
ñAnd in her was found the 

blood of prophets and saints, and of all who were slain on the earth.ò 

 

 

Whereas chapter 17 was concerned with the apostate religious system, in this chapter the city of Babylon 

also stands for a political or economic system which operates in opposition to the true God. Both the literal 

city and what it stands for will be destroyed at the end of the Tribulation.  

v. 1 “After these things” tells us chapter 18 is different than chapter 17 and the phrase “another angel” 

makes it clear this is a different angel than the one seen in chapter 17. The power and glory of this angel tell 

us he is delegated to do work on behalf of God and probably suggests that he has just come from God’s 

presence. 

v. 2 The destruction of religious Babylon in chapter 17 was done by the antichrist at the middle of the 

Tribulation but the destruction of political and economic Babylon will take place by Christ at His return in 

glory at the end of the Tribulation. This verse is a proleptic announcement in which the angel describes 

future events as though they have already happened. 

- The double “is fallen” may emphasize the destruction of the economic Babylon as well as the literal city. 

The literal city will probably be rebuilt prior to the Tribulation and become the center of commercialism 

during the Tribulation before being destroyed at the end. 

- The abandonment of destroyed Babylon to demons is a divine judgment stemming from the utter 

wickedness of its inhabitants. (Isaiah 13:20-22; Jer. 50:39-40; 51:41-43). Here we have an amazing 

revelation. A religious system claiming to be Christôs true church houses demons and will hold them there 

throughout the Millennium. The true church is the habitation of God through the Holy Spirit, but 

Babylon is inhabited by every foul spirit. This city and others associated with it have prospered as they have 

abandoned God and accumulated the wealth of this world. 

 

The accumulation of worldly wealth is not necessarily a sign of Godôs blessing. 

 

v. 3 This verse views the ungodly side of the political, economic, commercial system that originated in 

Babylon and spread worldwide. 

v. 4 The people of God are clearly warned to leave Babylon just as in Old Testament times (Jer. 50:8, 51:6-

9, 45). In doing so they will avoid the plagues (bowls) of judgment which fall upon it (Rev. 16:17-21). It is a 

call of separation to the Tribulation saints to forsake the enticements of luxury, violence, and idolatry.  

v. 5 The phrase “her sins have reached to heaven” is an allusion to the tower of Babel which began the 

wicked career of ancient Babylon. It’s as if her sins have piled up layer upon layer reaching unto heaven. God 

does not forget unforgiven sin; He will  judge it. 

v. 6 Calls for the Law of Retribution which demands an “eye for an eye,” but here it is doubled. The law of 

the firstborn in the Old Testament gave him a double portion. Israel as God’s firstborn receives a double 

portion of blessing as well as punishment (Ex. 4:22; Isa. 40:1-2; 61:7; Jer. 16:18; 17:18; Zech. 9:12). This is 

why Israel receives double punishment in the Tribulation (Zech. 13:8) but also a double portion of blessing 
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in the Millennium (Isa. 61:7). Babylon as the firstborn of idolatry will receive this double portion of 

punishment. 
v. 7 She had a false sense of security and a prideful claim of superiority because of her wealth, just as the 

church of Laodicea in Rev. 3:17. (Isa. 47:1-7; Ezek. 27:3; 28:2; Zeph. 2:15) 

v. 8 Her death comes in one day just as it did in the fall of ancient Babylon in Daniel 5 which speaks of its 

suddenness. Isaiah 13:19-20 compares the destruction of Babylon with that of Sodom and Gomorrah. God 

will judge her with His strength.  

v. 9 From the human view of Babylon’s destruction three groups of people will lament over her: kings (v. 

9-10; Ezek. 26:15-15), merchants (v. 11-13, 15-17; Ezek. 27:36), and sea people (v. 17-19; Ezek. 27:29-36). 

The very kings who took of her wealth now lament for her passing because they can no more profit from 

her. 

v. 10 Kings will mourn because of the sudden loss of power but they express their double sorrow from a 

distance. 

How sad is the hour of judgment when itôs too late for mercy. 

 

v. 11 The next to mourn over the destruction of Babylon are the merchants of the earth for they have lost their 

customers and their profits. Earlier they had denied the right to buy and sell goods to anyone not having the 

mark of the beast and now they will be denied the customers and profits.  

v. 12-13 These two verses list all the 28 goods of the world that will be removed. These are the things men 

have longed for instead of the things of God; but Christ had warned in Matthew 6:19-21 not to lay up 

treasures on earth. This system reveals how low Babylon has stooped to gain wealth; she has even 

commercialized the souls of men. She has sold what God freely offers to all. Religious leaders who accept 

money to pray for sinners and “absolve them of their sins” are guilty of merchandising in souls and will be 

harshly judged. The bottom drops out of this economic market. 

v. 14 The things these merchants so desire will no longer be available to them. 

v. 15 These merchants also stand afar off and view the judgment of Babylon. 

v. 16 The merchants doubly bemoan the loss of the cityôs splendor but the kings had bemoaned her loss of 

power. 

v. 17 This verses expresses the reason for the sea people’s sorrow, loss of wealth from commerce. 

v. 18 They lament the loss of this great commercial empire. 

v. 19 They also echo the laments of the kings and merchants. They express their sorrow by throwing ashes 

on their heads which in the Old Testament symbolized great grief (Josh. 7:6; 1 Sam. 1:2; 13:19; 15:32; Job 

2:12; Lam. 2:10). The Antichrist’s economy has collapsed for good. 

v. 20 In contrast to the mourning over Babylon by earth-dwellers, there is rejoicing in heaven over the 

righteous judgment of Babylon because of her martyrdom of the Tribulation saints and the extreme 

hardships created on living saints by requiring the beastôs mark to buy food. This exultation is further seen 

in Chapter 19. 

v. 21 Throwing the millstone into the sea is symbolic of Babylonôs fate (Jer. 51:63-64). It will never rise 

again (Neh. 9:11). The millstone might be compared with the imagery in Daniel of Christ coming as the 

Smiting Stone. It is sudden and violent and complete. 

v. 22-23 These two verses give the permanent and utter destruction of Babylon with their “no moreôs.” 

v. 23-24 These two verses give the three reasons for the overthrow of Babylon: 1.) She worshiped wealth. 

Her men were regarded as great because of their riches and had pridefully exalted themselves because of 

Babylon’s influence (Isa. 23:8). 2.) She deceived others. Babylon deceived all nations by sorcery (2 Kings 

9:22; Isa. 47:12; Nahum 3:4) into thinking that joy, security, and honor in the eyes of men, and success in life 

come through the accumulation of material wealth. And 3.) She slaughtered untold numbers of saints, (Jer. 

51:35, 36, 49) Godôs prophets (such as Peter and Paul at the hands of the Roman state), and she was 

responsible for all the slayings on the earth through her example. Pride and the love of money are the root 

causes of evil.  
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Now the way is cleared for the presentation of the major theme of the book of Revelation, the Second 

Coming of Christ and the establishment of His glorious kingdom. 

 

 

Chapter 19 
The Second Coming of Christ 

 

 
1
After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, ñAlleluia! Salvation and glory 

and honor and power belong to the Lord our God! 
2
ñFor true and righteous are His judgments, because He has 

judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His 

servants shed by her.ò 
3
Again they said, ñAlleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!ò 

4
And the twenty-four 

elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat on the throne, saying, ñAmen! Alleluia!ò 
5
Then a voice came from the throne, saying, ñPraise our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, both 

small and great!ò 
6
And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the 

sound of mighty thunderings, saying, ñAlleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 
7
ñLet us be glad and rejoice 

and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.ò 
8
And to her it 

was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 
9
Then 

he said to me, ñWrite: óBlessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!ô ò And he said to me, 

ñThese are the true sayings of God.ò 
10
And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, ñSee that you do not 

do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the 

testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.ò 
11

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, 

and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 
12

His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many 

crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 
13

He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and 

His name is called The Word of God. 
14

And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed 

Him on white horses. 
15

Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He 

Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty 

God. 
16

And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 
17

Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst 

of heaven, ñCome and gather together for the supper of the great God, 
18
ñthat you may eat the flesh of kings, the 

flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all 

people, free and slave, both small and great.ò 
19

And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, 

gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 
20

Then the beast was 

captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who 

received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire 

burning with brimstone. 
21

And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat 

on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. 

 

 

In this chapter the first ten verses describe events in heaven prior to Christôs Second Coming and verses 

11-21 describe Christ’s actual Coming and subsequent events. The church is already in heaven before 

Christ’s Second Coming and has already undergone the Judgment Seat of Christ. The marriage ceremony 

between Christ and His Church also takes place prior to the Second Coming. The marriage supper will take 

place on earth after Christ’s Second Coming at the beginning of the Millennium. 

v. 1 The multitude in heaven may be the martyred saints from the Tribulation. They express praise to the 

Lord (Alleluia) in four great words: salvation, glory, honor, and power because the harlot, Babylon has 

been judged. The word Alleluia is found only four times in the New Testament, all in this chapter. 

v. 2 This group praises God because He is true (fair) and righteous (just) in His judgments, especially of 

Babylon. This undoubtedly includes both ecclesiastical and economic Babylonianism. The essence of her 

guilt lies in her corrupting the earth with her immoralities. By destroying her God has avenged the blood of 

believers who died as a result of her influence (Deut. 32:43; 2 Kings 9:7). 

v. 3 “Her smoke rises up forever and ever” means Babylon is permanently destroyed (Isa. 34:10; Isa. 13:19; 

Jer. 51:64). Smoke is the result of the fiery judgment like Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19:38). 
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v. 4 The 24 elders, representing the church, are witnesses of these events from heaven. This is the last time 

they are seen. The Bride of Christ takes their place after the harlot-church is off the scene. 

v. 5 This voice is probably of an angel and he calls for continuous praise from all God’s servants, both 

human and angelic (Psa. 113:1; 115:13). 

v. 6 Here the great multitude responds by praising God because He reigns (proleptic to Christ’s reign upon 

the earth during the Millennial Kingdom. This is the last song of praise in Revelation. 

v. 7 The Lambôs bride is the church (2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5: 25-32), but here she is called wife because the 

wedding was consummated immediately after the rapture. The marriage took place in heaven but the 

marriage supper will take place on the earth (see Exhibit S) after the Second Coming (which explains the 

parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25:1-13). Israel is the wife of Jehovah in the Old Testament (Isa. 54:6; 

Jer. 3:14; Ezek. 16; Hosea 2:19-20), and the New Testament Church is the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:30-

32). Israel could not be the bride of Christ because she is not a ñvirginò (2 Cor. 11:2-3). This chapter 

contains the third and final metaphor of women in Revelation: 1.) the woman as mother that is persecuted in 

chapter 12 is Israel, 2.) the harlot in chapter 17 that is destroyed is Babylon, and 3.) the wife here that is 

married is Christ’s bride, the church. 

v. 8 The bride is clothed in fine white linen (purity). This bride’s clothing contrasts with the harlotôs 

gaudy garments. 
v. 9 This verse gives the fourth beatitude in the book of Revelation. Those “called” to the marriage supper 

are the invited guests, probably Old Testament saints who will be resurrected (see Exhibit W) at the 

beginning of the Millennium (Dan. 12:2, 13; Isa. 26:16-19; Hosea 13:9-14) and Tribulation saints. John the 

Baptist called himself “the friend of the bridegroom” in John 3:29. 

v. 10 So awesome is the revelation that John falls down to worship the angel for this prophecy but is 

sharply rebuked since men are not to worship angels (Col. 2:18), but God only. This angel rightfully 

refuses to accept what should be given to Deity alone. 

- The last phrase of v. 10 “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” means that prophecy is designed 

to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ and He is the central theme of prophecy. 

V. 11 This verse begins to give us the most graphic picture of the Second Coming of Christ to the earth. It is 

the climax of the book of Revelation with its presentation of Jesus Christ as the glorified King of kings 

and Lord of lords. This revelation of Him as King is in contrast to the Christ of the gospels who was 

rejected, suffered, and died at the hands of men. This coming of Christ will be one of triumph, glory, 

sovereignty, and majesty. It is the high point of all of history. Christ is called Faithful (trustworthy) and 

True (the real Messiah) in contrast to the antichrist who came in chapter six who was unfaithful and untrue. 

- In chapter four a door was opened to heaven, but in this verse heaven is opened. In the first, Christ comes 

for His saints; in the second He comes with His saints. The first discloses His Rapture of the Church; the 

second unfolds His Revelation to the world. All who enter the first open door will come with Christ through 

the second. 

- Heaven is opened four times in the New Testament: Matt. 3:16; John 1:51; Acts 7:56; Rev. 19:11. Two of 

these are past and two are future but each concerns Christ. 

- A white horse symbolizes victory over one’s enemies (2 Cor. 2:14) and the Antichrist had counterfeited 

this in 6:1. 

- Christ’s specific purpose is to execute divine judgment and establish His righteous rule over all the 

earth. This event is anticipated in Zechariah 14:3-4 and in Matthew 24:27-31. His coming is described as 

lightning coming out of the east. The plea of Isaiah in 64:1-2 will now be fulfilled. Christ’s coming will 

bring the 70
th

 Week of Daniel to a close and is the event that bridges the Tribulation with the Millennium 

(see Exhibit B). 

 

How poverty stricken is any Christian theology  

which ignors the Second Coming of Christ. 
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v. 12 Christ’s eyes suggest His piercing judgment of sin that takes everything into account. The “many 

crowns” symbolize His total sovereignty and right to rule the world as King of kings. (The Dragon had 

only seven and the beast had only ten). 

- Christôs three names: 1.) “that no one knew” (v. 12) – speaks of His essential glory as the Eternal Son. 

2.) “The Word of God” (v. 13) – speaks of His incarnation as the Word became flesh. And  3.) “KING 

OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (v. 16) – speaks of His Second Coming to earth to rule and reign. 

v. 13 “Dipped in blood” anticipates the bloodshed to come as given in Isaiah 63:1-3 and Rev. 14:20, 

representing divine judgment upon wicked men. 

v. 14 The “armies in heaven” that follow Christ on white horses to earth are the Lambôs bride - Church 

saints (Jude 14-15) as well as the holy angels (Matthew 25:31 & 2 Thess. 1:7-10). 

v. 15 This verse contains three symbols: the sword, the rod of iron, and the winepress. 

- The “sword” (His word) indicates a very long sword that symbolically will be used to smite the nations 

and establish His rule. The “rod of iron” is also found in Psalm 2:9 and Rev. 2:27. “The rod of his mouth” 

is found in Isaiah 11:4. The winepress represents the fierce wrath the enemies of Christ will face (Isa. 63:1-

6). These represent the absolute government under which men will be required to conform to the righteous 

standards of God. 

v. 16 The robe is a symbol of majesty and the thigh suggests power. People on earth at the time of the 

Second Coming will see Christ Coming (Matt. 24:30). 

v. 17-18 This is the battle of Armageddon (Rev. 16:12-16). The previous marriage supper is contrasted with 

this great supper by the birds of heaven feeding upon the flesh of all those slain by Christ at his coming 

(Ezekiel 39:17-20). Matthew 24:28-31 parallels this passage. 

v. 19 The armies of the world will unite with Antichrist to fight Christ (Dan. 11:40-44). 

v. 20 The beast and false prophet are captured and thrown into the lake of fire (Daniel 7:11; Num. 

16:30). These two will be seen still alive at the end of the 1,000 year reign of Christ. These two are cast alive 

into the lake of fire, just as in the Old Testament we saw two (Elijah and Enoch) who passed directly into 

heaven without first dying. The beast and the false prophet are the first to be cast into the lake of fire 

which was originally created for Satan and his angels (Matt. 25:41). 

v. 21 The entire army of the wicked will be slain by the word of Christ and the birds of the air will consume 

their bodies. They will go before the Great White Throne judgment at the end of the Millennium. 

Chapter 20 
Satan Bound and Christ Reigns 

 

 
1
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his 

hand. 
2
He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand 

years; 
3
and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the 

nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while. 
4
And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those 

who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his 

image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ 

for a thousand years. 
5
But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the 

first resurrection. 
6
Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no 

power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. 
7
Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison 

8
and will go out to deceive 

the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose 

number is as the sand of the sea. 
9
They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints 

and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. 
10

The devil, who deceived 

them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be 

tormented day and night forever and ever. 
11

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And 

there was found no place for them. 
12

And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were 

opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their 



 59 

works, by the things which were written in the books. 
13

The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and 

Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 
14

Then 

Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
15

And anyone not found written in the 

Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. 

 

 

 

The Covenants (see Exhibits U & Y) and hundreds of Old Testament prophecies such as Jeremiah 23:5-6; 

30:8-11 find their fulfillment in this chapter which presents the millennial reign of Christ which follows His 

Second Coming to the earth. The millennium fulfills Godôs promise given to King David (2 Sam. 7:12-16) 

that his kingdom and throne would continue forever over the house of Israel. In Revelation 11:15 the reign of 

Christ was announced and in this chapter it becomes a reality. The Millennium fulfills the prayer “Thy 

kingdom come.” (Luke 11:2) See Exhibit J for details on the kingdom of God. 

- During this period Christ will literally reign on earth and Gentile nations will also be blessed. At its outset 

100% of the people on this earth will be believers (Isa. 60:21; Joel 2:28). 

v. 1 The “And” supports the idea of chronological sequence. The “bottomless pit” is the abyss of Rev. 9:1-2, 

11 and “the deep” of Luke 8:31 and Romans 10:7. It is the prison-home of demons and unclean spirits 

awaiting judgment. 

v. 2 Satan is called by four names to confirm his identity: Dragon, symbolizing his cruelty, serpent, 

signifying his cunning treachery, devil, deceiver, and Satan, meaning the opponent or the enemy of Christ. 

Satan had his beginning in Ezekiel 28:12-17. He was once the leader of the cherubim but fell because of his 

pride (Isaiah 14). His binding ends his “short time” (12:12) in which God allowed him to demonstrate his 

wickedness. 

- The act of chaining Satan renders him completely inactive and totally powerless to influence the deeds of 

men on the earth during the reign of Christ. He will not be able to blind the minds of men to the gospel as 

he does in this age (2 Cor. 4:3-4). He will not be able to deceive men (2 Cor. 11:14; 1 Peter 5:8). This will be 

the only time in human history that Satan will not be able to deceive men. 

- There is no reason to take the 1,000 year number symbolically. All other numbers in Revelation make sense 

if we interpret them literally. 

v. 3 The “shutting” and “sealing” of Satan in the abyss guarantee that he will not escape. 

- We’re told six times in this chapter the length of Christ’s kingdom of reign is 1,000 years. The length of 

Christ’s Millennial reign on earth was never revealed in the Old Testament. 

- The “nations” will be the descendants of mortal believers who do not die during the Tribulation but get 

ushered into the Millennium. Life spans will be much longer in the Millennium (Isa. 65:20) and it has been 

concluded that no believer will die in the Millennium since there is no mention of another resurrection for 

believers. 

- All unbelievers will evidently perish when Christ comes to earth (19:19-21). 

- The disturbing question is “Why does God release Satan at the end of the Millennium?” He does so in order 

to test the children that will have been born to the Christian parents. 

v. 4 The “thrones” in this verse are not the 24 thrones in heaven, but these relate to the Millennial 

government here on earth. Ruling and judging will be done from the thrones. Saints will judge the world (1 

Cor. 6:2-4) when authority is transferred from angels to men (Heb. 2:5, 8). Christ and all the saints will 

reign with Him (Rev. 5:10; Luke 22:29-30; Matt. 19:28). Exhibit Z shows conditions in the Millennium. 

- In these verses we have authoritative detail concerning life after death. The Old Testament saints will also 

be raised (Daniel 12:1-2) and also probably judged at this time for rewards. Notice that John sees the ñsoulsò 

and then ñ. . . they lived,ò indicating the resurrection takes place before the Millennium.  

- This verse also confirms for us that anyone who takes the mark or worships the beast will not be saved. 

v. 5 The unsaved (“the rest of the dead”) will all be raised at the end of the Millennium (second 

resurrection). This verse clearly separates the resurrection of martyred saints (first resurrection) from the 

resurrection of the wicked dead (second resurrection) by 1,000 years. 
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- Christ was the first to be resurrected. He was the “firstfruit from the dead” (1 Cor. 15:20) along with the 

handful of Old Testament saints in Matthew 27:52-53. This is in keeping with the symbolism of the handful 

of grain offered at the Feast of Firstfruits. When the Rapture of the Church takes place, the dead in Christ 

will be resurrected at that time and this is the general harvest of the first resurrection (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 

The Tribulation saints that are resurrected at the end of the Tribulation are the “gleanings” of the first 

resurrection (Daniel 12:1-2, 13). All of the “first resurrections” precede the Millennium, and the “second 

resurrection” occurs after the Millennium.  

v. 6 Revelation’s fifth beatitude is found in this verse and reveals that those who participate in the first 

resurrection are blessed and holy. The first resurrection involves deliverance from the Lake of Fire. Priests 

will have unlimited access to and intimate fellowship with God.  

- The “second” death is spiritual death beyond physical death. 

- John does not concern himself with the details of the Millennium kingdom but only the fact and duration of 

it because of the numerous details given in Old Testament prophecy about it (Isa. 2,3,11; Psalm 72, Ezekiel 

40-48, Isaiah 65:17-25; Daniel 2:34-35, 44-45).  

- Israel will once again be prominent in the Millennium after the rebels are purged out with the Tribulation 

period (Ezekiel 20:34-38). It will be a time of unparalleled spiritual and economic benefits and will be a 

time of joy, peace, and blessing for the entire earth. 

v. 7 John quickly passes over all the blessings of the Millennium and shows its conclusion where Satan is 

loosed for a little season. 

v. 8 Once again Satan wastes no time in deceiving men and causing a rebellion. 

- The reason Satan is loosed again is to allow those who have been born in this 1,000 year period to be 

tested. It will prove that men even without the temptation of Satan will sin. It will prove that Satan is still 

unrepentant after being locked up for 1,000 years. It will demonstrate that God is justified in eternal 

punishment since the character of the wicked has been unchanged.  

- Gog is the ruler and Magog is the land (Russia). This is not a reference to the battle of Gog and Magog as 

described in Ezekiel 38 and 39 since that battle involves only a few nations from the north. That battle fits 

best at least 3½ years before the Tribulation since Israel will be burning the weapons for seven years (Ezek. 

39:9). Here, Gog and Magog have symbolic significance signifying Christ’s enemies. 

- “As the sand of the sea” attests to the extent of the depravity of man. 

v. 9 Those that rebel with Satan at the end of the Millennium are judged with fire from heaven. 

-“The beloved city” is Jerusalem (Psa. 78:68). It will be Christ’s capitol (Jer. 3:17; Isa. 24:23; Ez. 38:12). 

- This last rebellion proves that even under perfect environmental conditions man is still rebellious in 

nature and needs a Redeemer. 

v. 10 Satan is cast into the Lake of Fire (Gehenna, or the eternal Hell, Matt. 5:22, 29-30; 10:28; 18:9) for 

eternity. There is no sanctifying grace for fallen angels. Satan joins the beast and false prophet who 

preceded him by 1,000 years. This fulfills Gen. 3:15. 

 

No wonder Satan hates the book of Revelation and prevents 

so many from hearing its message, it contains his ultimate doom. 

 

v. 11 The Great White Throne is different from any throne mentioned before and Christ sits upon it (John 

5:22; Matthew 19:28; 2 Cor. 5:10) to judge the wicked. It is “great” and those who stand before it have 

rejected a ñgreatò salvation (Hebrews 2:3).  It is a “whiteò throne because judgment will be done in 

righteousness (Romans 2:5). There is no rainbow of mercy associated with this throne as there was in 

Revelation 4. The purpose of this judgment is to reward them according to the extent of their wickedness. 

Just as there are degrees of rewards in heaven there will be degrees of punishment in hell (Luke 12:47-48; 

Matthew 11:22-24. The fallen angels will also be judged here (Jude 6). 

- Heaven and earth will be destroyed and replaced with a new heaven and a new earth (Isaiah 66:22; Matt. 

24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 16:17; 21:33; 2 Peter 3:10-13) that will be in keeping with His purposes for 

eternity. 
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v. 12 The book of life refers to the book containing the names of those saved and the other books (Appendix 

I) are those containing the works of those being judged (Ecclesiastes 12:14). All final judgments are 

judgments of works. In the case of believers at the Judgment Seat of Christ in heaven, believers are judged 

and rewarded based upon their works (2 Cor. 5:10-11). In Matthew 25:31-46 Gentiles are judged according 

to their works in the sense that works distinguish the ñsheepò from the ñgoats.ò At this point salvation is 

not the issue but rather the degree of punishment. 

v. 13 The “death and hell” referred to here are the intermediate state of the grave. There are no saved at this 

judgment. 100% of those judged before the Great White Throne will be cast into the Lake of Fire.  

v. 14 From this point on there is no more death or grave. The Lake of Fire is the 2
nd

 death. After death is 

abolished there will be a transfer of authority from Christ to God the Father as described in 1 Cor. 15:24-28. 

v. 15 At this point the names of the wicked will be absent from the Book of Life. It is very apparent that the 

Lake of Fire is a very real place and its punishment is forever. Too often the world tends to downplay the 

reality and awfulness of eternal death without Christ. 

 

 

 

Chapter 21 
The New Heaven and New Earth 

 

 
1
Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there 

was no more sea. 
2
Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3
And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, ñBehold, the tabernacle of God 

is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their 

God. 
4
ñAnd God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. 

There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.ò 
5
Then He who sat on the throne said, 

ñBehold, I make all things new.ò And He said to me, ñWrite, for these words are true and faithful.ò 
6
And He said to 

me, ñIt is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of 

life freely to him who thirsts. 
7
ñHe who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My 

son. 
8
ñBut the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars 

shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.ò 
9
Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked 

with me, saying, ñCome, I will show you the bride, the Lambôs wife.ò 
10

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a 

great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 
11

having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 
12

Also she 

had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are 

the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 
13

three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates 

on the south, and three gates on the west. 
14

Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the 

names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
15

And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its 

gates, and its wall. 
16

The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city 

with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are equal. 
17

Then he measured its wall: one 

hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. 
18

The construction of its wall 

was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 
19

The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned 

with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the 

fourth emerald, 
20

the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the 

tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 
21

The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each 

individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 
22

But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 
23

The city had no need of the sun 

or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 
24

And the nations of those who 

are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. 
25

Its gates shall not be 

shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). 
26

And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. 
27

But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who 

are written in the Lambôs Book of Life. 

 



 62 

 

The high point of Old Testament prophecy was the Millennial Kingdom, but the high point given to us in 

Revelation is found in this chapter and concerns the Eternal Order. These last two chapters of Revelation 

are our sole source of information concerning details of the Eternal Order. 

v. 1 Following the judgment of the Great White Throne John next sees the new heaven and the new earth; 

not just a renovation of the old, but a new creation in which there is not a single trace of man’s wickedness 

or pollution. One major difference is that the new earth has no sea, which may mean the climate will be 

changed also. This new earth will also be the believerôs heaven. 

v. 2 The “holy city” of New Jerusalem is in contrast to the earthly Jerusalem referred to as Sodom in Rev. 

11:8. This New Jerusalem is anticipated in Rev. 3:12. Since nothing is said about it being created at this time, 

it seems to imply it has been in existence in heaven prior to this event. Many believe that this city is in 

existence during the Millennium and is a satellite city suspended over the earth as the dwelling place of 

resurrected and translated saints. This would help explain the difficult problem of resurrected and 

translated people being on the earth at the same time as those in their natural bodies. 

- Just as the “old Jerusalem” was Christ’s capitol during the Millennium, the “New Jerusalem” will be the 

capitol of the New Earth. 

- The city of “New Jerusalem” is described here as having characteristics of a bride: great beauty and being 

intimately related to Christ. 

v. 3 The “tabernacle” symbolizes that God is now present with men in the New Heaven and New Earth. His 

presence connotes fellowship and blessing. God will tabernacle (dwell) among men because Christ will have 

eliminated death and delivered up to Him (Exhibit J) the mediatorial aspect of the Kingdom (1 Cor. 15:24-

28).  

- Christ dwelling among men (John 1:14) was one example of Godôs dwelling with men.  

- In Ezek. 37:27 God promised to dwell among men forever and in this verse three we find fulfillment of 

that promise with a fivefold repetition of that truth. 

 

God eternally dwelling directly among men is the high point of all prophecy. 

 

v. 4 The act of wiping away tears does not mean there are tears there, but indicates that there will no longer 

be earthly tears, in keeping with the words “the former things have passed away.” 

- God demonstrates His compassion for His own by not allowing five things: tears, death, sorrow, crying, 

nor pain. This reveals a reversal of the curses imposed in Genesis 3 after sin entered the world. 

v. 5 “Behold” introduces a special announcement that God will make all things New. John is so astounded by 

this revelation that he is reminded to “Write.”  

v. 6 After announcing that the judgments are finished, Christ introduces Himself as He did in Rev. 1:8 as 

the “Alpha and Omega,” the originator and terminator of all things (Isa. 44:6). 

- The promise given to freely give (without works) the water of life parallels that given in 7:17. It is a 

fulfillment of Isa. 55:1 and John 4:10, 13-14. 

v. 7 Saints that overcome (who faithfully follow God to the end of their earthly lives) are now told they will 

inherit “all things” which is an extension of previously given promises (Matt. 5:5; 19:29; 25:34; 1 Cor. 6:9-

10; 1 John 5:5). All believers will enjoy, but only the overcomers will inherit. The word “inherit” 

consistently refers to a reward for faithful service throughout scripture (Col. 3:24). 

- Being a “son” is a special honor and includes privileged intimacy with God and the authority to rule (2 

Sam. 7:14). All believers are children, but mature sonship is arrived at by a life of obedience to God. 

v. 8 Reaffirms the destiny of the unbelievers as being the Lake of Fire and this is the final mention of it. 

This verse shows that the Lake of Fire is not disturbed after the New Heaven and New Earth are created. 

v. 9 Many believe that with verse 9 John is once more returning to the millennial scene where the New 

Jerusalem descends to a position over the earth. 
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- The New Jerusalem is described as being “the bride” which is a characterization comparing the beauty of 

this city with that of a bride and the saints occupying it as being intimately related to the Lamb, Jesus Christ. 

The bride imagery starkly contrasts this city with the harlot city of Babylon.  

- This is the first of seven times the Lamb is mentioned in the next 24 verses. 

v. 10 John is taken by the angel to a high vantage point (upon the new earth) to witness the New Jerusalem 

descending from heaven. It is a gift from God that is not merited by works or money. 

- John actually sees a city inhabited by saints of all ages, with God present, as it will exist in the Eternal 

State. 
v. 11 John is most impressed with the radiant glow of this city. It had the splendor (Shekinah glory) of God 

Himself because He was in it (Ex. 40:34; Num. 9:15-23; 1 Kings 8:11; 2 Chron. 5:14; Isa. 24:23; 60:1; Ezek. 

43:5; John 12:41; Acts 26:13). This glory was the source of light for the city.  

- John compares the beauty of this city to that of a gemstone. The Jasper stone could be crystal clear, the 

equivalent of a multi-faceted diamond that reflects God’s presence in the city. 

v. 12 The wall of this eternal city is not for protection, but is a reminder that the unworthy can not enter. 

The number 12 is prominent in this city: 12 foundations, 12 apostles, 12 gates, 12 angels, 12 tribes, 12 pearls, 

12 kinds of fruit, 12,000 furlongs in length, width, and height, and 12 times 12 cubits high for the wall (216 

feet). The number 12 in scripture often stands for governmental perfection. 

We should be careful to note that in this verse Israel (with the names of the 12 tribes over the gates), and the 

Church (v. 14 the 12 apostles), and Gentiles (v. 24) are still distinguished in the eternal state. 

- The gates themselves suggest freedom of movement to other parts of the New Earth upon which the New 

Jerusalem will sit. 

v. 13 There will be three gates per side of the city and directions will still be distinguished. 

v. 14 This city will have 12 foundations which probably rest upon the New Earth. These may be layered 

one upon another or they may be laid one next to the other with each bearing the name of an apostle. This 

shows the importance of the role played by the apostles in the beginning of the church. 

v. 15 The reed was a Jewish measure about 10 feet long. The fact that it was gold reflects its divine mission. 

v. 16 A furlong is 582 feet, thus the measurement of each side is about 1342 miles, often spoken of as being 

roughly 1500 miles. It could be a cube, a pyramid, or the shape of a cone. The fact that the Holy of Holies 

was a cube in shape leads us to speculate that the city will be cubical in shape. 

- This measuring reminds us of the same that was done in Ezekiel 40 and 41. 

v. 17 The wall is measured at 144 cubits, or approximately 216 feet. That is either its height or its thickness. 

v. 18 John describes the glory of this Eternal City. The city is pure gold and the wall a clear Jasper. 

v. 19-20 Even the foundation is made of 12 precious gemstones (as on the breastplate of the high priest) of 

unmistakable beauty, designed to reflect the glory of God in a spectrum of brilliant color. Even though 

only eight of the stones listed correspond with the stones in the breastplate (Ex. 28:17-20) the significance 

seems to be that now all saints have the privilege of direct access to God that was at one time the unique 

privilege of the high priest. 

- Unfortunately not all of these stones can be exactly identified today. 

v. 21 Each of the twelve gates was carved from one large pearl. In John’s day the pearl was ranked highest 

among precious stones because their beauty was derived from nature and it was impossible for man to 

improve upon its beauty. It is the only precious stone that is created inside a living thing, and being created to 

shield its host from a foreign object it is a picture of Godôs grace to us. 

- Its street is pure gold like transparent glass. The floor of the Holy of Holies was of gold. 

v. 22 John sees no temple in this Eternal City in contrast to the millennial situation where there is a temple 

built for worshiping God. Believers will be in direct fellowship with God and in essence the whole city is a 

virtual temple since God dwells there. In the Old Testament the tabernacle and the temple were the symbol of 

the presence of God, but here in the New Jerusalem Godôs presence is a reality. 

New Jerusalem is distinguished by things it does not have: no temple, no sacrifice, no sun, no moon, no 

darkness, no gates to shut, no abomination. 
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v. 23 There will be no need of the sun and moon (and stars) in the new heaven because Godôs glory will 

illuminate this New Jerusalem and New Earth. Created light sources are not needed when the Creator is 

present. There will be no night there. Saints will not need to sleep and our lives will be full of continuous 

fulfilling activity as we serve the Lord and bring glory to His name. 

v. 24 The “nations” (Matt. 28:19) are probably groups of believers that are still identified with their old 

creation nationality. The “kings” (rulers) are faithful believers who previously ruled under Christ during 

His Millennial Kingdom and they bring their glory into the city, thus increasing its glory. 

- God is the source of LIFE (v.24), LIGHT (v. 24), and LIBERTY (v. 25). 

v. 25 The gates of this city will never be shut because there will be no night and there will be no enemy. 

They have all been defeated by Christ and confined to the Lake of Fire. 

v. 26 The gates will admit these leaders who will bring glory and honor to God from their respective 

groups of followers in the form of worship. 

v. 27 The inhabitants of this city will be characterized by eternal life and absolute moral purity. 

- Only believers will be able to inhabit this city. 

- This verse is a warning to the reader that the only way to enter this eternal city is to believe on the Lamb 

of God. 

 

 

Chapter 22 
The New Paradise and Final Exhortations 

 

 
1
And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the 

Lamb. 
2
In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each 

tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 
3
And there shall be no 

more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 
4
They shall see 

His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 
5
There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of 

the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. 
6
Then he said to me, ñThese words are faithful and true.ò And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel 

to show His servants the things which must shortly take place. 
7
ñBehold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who 

keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.ò 
8
Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and 

saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 
9
Then he said to me, ñSee that 

you do not do that. For I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the 

words of this book. Worship God.ò 
10
And he said to me, ñDo not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the 

time is at hand. 
11
ñHe who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is 

righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.ò 
12

 

ñAnd behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. 
13
ñI 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.ò 
14

Blessed are those who do His 

commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 
15

But 

outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices 

a lie. 
16
ñI, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of 

David, the Bright and Morning Star.ò 
17

And the Spirit and the bride say, ñCome!ò And let him who hears say, 

ñCome!ò And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. 
18

For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God 

will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 
19

and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of 

this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are 

written in this book. 
20

He who testifies to these things says, ñSurely I am coming quickly.ò Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
21

The grace 

of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

 

The Bible opens in Genesis with a description of creation and the heaven-like conditions on the earth 

prepared by God for man and in this closing chapter of the book we have a description of the newly created 
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earth that will be the heavenly eternal state for His own. John now sees what will nourish and enrich the 

lives of God’s people for all eternity. 

v. 1 The pure river of water (Perfect Restoration), speaking of refreshment and sustenance (Jer. 2:13; 

17:13; Psa. 36:9; Prov. 10:11; 14:27; 16:22; Zech. 14:8), that John sees is not to be confused with the river 

coming from the millennial sanctuary (Ezekiel 47:1, 12; Zech. 14:8) nor with the living waters going forth 

from Jerusalem (Zech. 14:8) which is also in the millennium. These two millennial streams anticipate the 

future river in New Jerusalem which speaks of purity, power, and eternal life. The throne is both that of 

God and Christ. (Perfect Administration).  Throughout history man has always settled around water. He 

can’t live without it and we are reminded that God is the source of all life as seen in the pure water 

originating from the throne of God (Ezek. 47:1; Zech. 14:8; Heb. 13). Now God’s people will live at the very 

source of life itself. 

v. 2 The river is in the midst of the street and the Tree of life is on both sides of the river, meaning the tree is 

large enough to span the river. This tree parallels the tree in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:22-24) which when 

eaten allows man to live forever. The Tree of Life is for eternal pleasure and enjoyment. The word 

“healing” means health-giving (Perfect Provisions). In other words the leaves promote the enjoyment of 

life and the deliverance from the ills of life in the past since New Jerusalem will not have any sickness. The 

fruit is there for enjoyment, not for the sustaining of life.  

- A tree surrounded by water is the epitome of a fruitful tree (Psa. 1:3; Jer. 17:8; Ezek. 19:10). 

- “Every month” indicates some sort of calendar of time in the Eternal Time State. 

Now God’s people will have access to the Tree of Life for all eternity. 

v. 3 There will be no more curse in the Eternal State because there will be no more sin. Proof of this is 

seen in the fact that God sets up His throne upon the earth. This is in contrast to the Millennium in which 

there will be a partial lifting of the curses.  There we saw a sinner can still be cursed with death (Isa. 65:20), 

but here in the Eternal Time State His servants shall live forever and serve Him (Perfect Subordination). - 

God’s people will experience the blessedness of service forever as opposed to hard toil. 

v. 4 Glorified saints (Perfect Transformation) in the Eternal Time State will have access to the very glory 

of God and they will bear His mark in their foreheads (Perfect Identification), indicating they belong to 

God. 

- God’s people will see God’s face, be protected by Him, and will reflect God’s glory in our persons. 

v. 5 John now stresses the great glory of God that will illuminate the whole New Earth. There shall be no 

night there (Perfect Illumination). The reign of Christ and His saints will be forever (Perfect 

Exultation). It will not cease after the Millennium. 

- God’s people will rule over creation as God originally intended (Gen.1:26). 

 

The more that believers focus on our future heavenly home, the less this world attracts us. 

 

v. 6 “These words are faithful and true” take us back to the description of Christ Himself in 3:14 where He 

is described as the “Faithful and True Witness.” The words “Shortly take place” mean “it could take place 

very soon.ò  

- The purpose of this verse is to stress the authenticity of this revelation and to encourage anticipation of 

its fulfillment. This indicates that God intended the reader to understand this book. 

v. 7 “Quickly” means when it begins it will be sudden. It is a message of warning to be on the alert and 

here seems to be related to the rapture of the church as well as Christôs Second Coming.  The blessing of 

this verse (the sixth beatitude) takes us back to 1:3 which also reminds us of the imminency of Christ’s 

return.  

 

It is somewhat ironic that this book which contains  

so many blessings is so neglected and misinterpreted. 

 

v. 8 John affirms that he saw and heard these things firsthand.  
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- Once again John falls down to worship at the feet of the angel. His reaction further attests the genuine-

ness of the revelations he had received. 

v. 9 John is rebuked and told to worship God only. We are not even to worship perfect angels, but God 

only. This angel demonstrates that he is a servant of God. Satan has desired the worship of men for 

thousands of years even though he is an unholy angel and totally undeserving of worship. 

v. 10 Since this revelation is for the ones who will keep the words of this prophecy, John is told not to seal 

up these sayings (in contrast to Daniel who was told to seal up his prophecy in Dan. 8:26; 12:4, 9-10) but to 

proclaim them since the time of the rapture is imminent. 

v. 11 On the surface this verse seems somewhat mysterious, but it means that if the prophecies of this book 

are rejected, then there is no other message that will persuade them. If these warnings are not enough to 

convince men then God has no more to say to them. The wicked will have to remain in their wickedness and 

be judged by Christ when He comes. The time is coming when change will be impossible; present choices 

will be permanent. As Christ finds a man at judgment, so that man will remain for eternity. The Eternal 

Time State will permanently perpetuate all choices of men with no second chance. 

v. 12 Once again this verse speaks of the impending action of the rapture of the church and also makes 

reference to the judgment seat of Christ as it relates to Christians after the rapture (2 Cor. 5:10-11). 

 

In view of Christôs soon return believers should be diligent to lay  

up treasure in heaven while we still have the time (Matt. 6:19-21). 

 

v. 13 We see here that the communicator of this message to John is actually Christ himself. He confirms 

himself three times in this verse: “Alpha & Omega” stress His eternality and sovereignty, the “First and the 

Last” stress that God is the cause and the goal of history, and “the beginning and the end” stresses that God 

finishes what he starts. He is the source of all good things and He is the consummation of all good things. 

v. 14 This verse contains the last beatitude of the book of Revelation (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7). 

This verse is an appeal to unbelievers first to accept Christ, and secondly, it is an appeal to believers in 

light of the soon return of Christ to prepare themselves for His return and judgment for rewards. All faithful 

believers will have access to the Tree of Life. 

v. 15 Christ describes seven traits that characterize the unbelieving who will not make it to heaven. “Dogs” 

here refers to men that are morally impure (Deut. 23:18; 2 Kings 8:13; Psa. 22:16; Isa. 56:10; Matt. 7:6; Mark 

7:27; Phil. 3:2-3).  

v. 16 The “I, Jesus” words used here go to confirm once again this message is from Jesus Christ, making 

the book of Revelation one of the most directly inspired and authoritative writings ever given.  

- The word “churches” is the first usage of this word since chapter three prior to the Tribulation Period 

and once again it affirms that the message of this book is for all the churches. 

- The two other descriptions of Christ in this verse confirm who He is and relate back to Isaiah 11:1 and 

Numbers 24:17. Christ was the ancestor (root) of David as well as the offspring (greater son) of David. 

David founded old Jerusalem, but Christ will found the New Jerusalem and He will fulfill all prophecies 

concerning David’s family. 

- Just as the “morning star,” the brightest star in the heavens, heralds a new day, Christôs Second Coming 

will herald the dawn of a new day. 

 

Churches should not neglect the teaching of Revelation. 

 

v. 17 A special invitation is co-given by the Spirit (Holy Spirit) and the Bride (Church) for Christ to 

come. Then the invitation is turned around: the mission of the Spirit and the Church is to tell others to 

“come” to Christ NOW while they have the chance before the judgment. The “whosoever will” of this verse 

reminds us that salvation is a matter of the human will: whosoever will may come. 

- The water of life is given freely because Christ paid the full price with His life. 
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v. 18This is one of the most solemn warnings in scripture given by Christ Himself against tampering with 

the book of Revelation. Some of the others are found in Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Prov. 30:6; Jer. 26:2 and Rev. 1:3. 

Anyone who perverts the teaching of this book will experience judgment from God that is similar to the 

judgments that will come upon the earth-dwellers during the Tribulation. This includes translators, teachers, 

and pastors. 

 

How important it is to understand and communicate Godôs  

truth accurately, especially the truths of Revelation. 

 

v. 19 Taking away “his part” does not mean one will lose his salvation. If the person is a believer then he 

will have no part in the blessings of the New Creation. The part lost would be some special privilege in the 

Eternal Time State, or in other words the loss of rewards. Obviously an unsaved person who taints the 

teaching of Revelation will not even enter into the New Creation. 

v. 20 This verse reconfirms for the third time that Christ is coming soon, but it adds a new word, “Surely.” 

This word denotes the absolute certainty of the event. Beginning with the word “Amen” John begins his 

own prayer of response to v. 17 in this tremendous revelation by inviting Christ to come. Just as the Old 

Testament closes with the promise of Christ’s first coming, the New Testament closes with the promise of 

His Second Coming. John responds to Christ’s promise to come with the saying, “Amen, Even so, come, 

Lord Jesus.” This book began in 1:7 with “Behold, He cometh” and ends with His promise “I come 

quickly.” 

v. 21 John began this book with grace (1:4) and he closes this book with a benediction that the grace of the 

Lord be on all. It is God’s grace that makes faith for the unbelieving reader, and God’s grace that produces 

faithfulness for the believing reader. Godôs grace converts unbelievers and grows believers. 

- The way to eternal happiness is to accept Christ as Savior, by Grace through faith. 

 

With John we pray: Even so come, Lord Jesus.
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Appendix I 
 

The Book of Life 
 

The book of Revelation mentions several different books which need to be distinguished: 

1.) The Book of Life contains the name of every person born and was written even before they were born. 

This book lists the names of all who are eligible to be saved. (Angelic beings are not eligible to be saved.) 

Those who come to faith have their names retained in the Book of Life; however, those who die without 

Christ have their names blotted out of the Book of Life, never to have another chance at salvation. 
 

“Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in 

continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.” Psalm 139:16 

 

  Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous.  Psalm 69:28 

 

And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and 

with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life. Phil. 4:3 

 

He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, 

but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. Rev. 3:5 

 

The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that 

dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world,  Rev. 

17:8 

 

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be 

a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be 

delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book. Daniel 12:1 

 

2.) The Lambôs Book of Life contains the names of all those who are saved and only those who are saved. 

Once a name has been written in this book, it will never be blotted out. This book, coupled with the Book of 

Life, offers a double guarantee that no believer will miss entering the gates of heaven. 
 

And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him (antichrist), whose names are not written in the book of life of the 

Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.  Rev.13:8 

 
And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: 

but they which are written in the Lambôs book of life.  Rev. 21:27 
 

3.) The Books of Works will be used at the Great White Throne (at end of Millennium) to judge unbelievers 

of all times according to their works. This is not for salvation, since all who are judged at the Great White 

Throne are unbelievers. The purpose of this judgment is to determine the degree of punishment for the 

unbelievers which will vary. 
 

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which 

is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their 

works. 
13

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: 

and they were judged every man according to their works.  
14

And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 

second death. 
15

And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.  Rev. 20 :12-15 

 

Scripture teaches degrees of punishment based upon the amount of light or knowledge and an individual’s 

response to that light. See Matthew 11:20-24 (“more tolerable”); Luke 12:47-48 (“many stripes and few 

stripes”); and John 19:11 for “greater and lesser sins.” 

 
JWY 


