Revelation

Preface

- Revelation is the conclusion of every ribbon of prophecy that winds its way through the Bible.
- Revelation is the conclusion or consummation of so many themes which were introduced in the first book

of Genesis: Genesis Revelation
Creation of heaven & earth New heaven & a new earth
First man & his wife fall Second Man & His bride rule
Earthly paradise lost Paradise regained
Lost Tree of Life Gained Tree of Life
Lamb slain Lamb in the midst of the throne
Beginning of sin End of sin
Man’ s first city
Serpent tempting man Serpent cast into the Lake of Fire
Rise of Babel, or Babylon Destruction of Babylon

Origin of sin, death, sorrow, & tears ~ The end of sin, death, sorrow, & tears (See Exhibit A)

- The major theme is the Lord Jesus Christ REVEALED in His glory as Judge.

- Revelation is the capstone of the truths revealed concerning Christ: Epistles = Servant and Lamb; but,

in Revelation He comes in power & great glory to JUDGE the wicked & reward the righteous and to rule
as King of Kings & Lord of Lords.

- It shows the final victory of Christ, ultimate triumph & blessing of the saints and judgment of the
wicked; thus, it exhorts & encourages believers, but it is a strong warning to the wicked.

- Unfortunately this book is considered difficult and mysterious because of its signs and symbols.

- Signs and symbols were used to reveal truth to some and conceal it (graciously) from others. (Like the
parables)

- Setting: Domitian (81 - 96 AD) was persecuting the believers and the church faced apathy & apostasy.

- Message of Revelation (with a ruler conquering the world) could have intensified the persecution.

- Rule of Interpretation to be used: words will be taken literally unless the context dictates otherwise and
symbols will be interpreted according to other usage in scripture.

- Revelation reveals Christ in His glory to John. As with others, it was a defining moment in his life.

Introduction

The principle used here is that the majority of the contents are FUTURE and cannot be fulfilled as long as
the CHURCH remains on earth. After the RAPTURE then the events in chapter four through twenty-two
will occur. Our present dispensation is the CHURCH AGE, which began with a supernatural event - the
giving of the HOLY SPIRIT on the day of PENTECOST; and will end with a supernatural event - the
RAPTURE of the CHURCH. During this present dispensation both JEWS & GENTILES are being saved
and become members of the same body (1 Cor.12: 12-13).

- The New Testament CHURCH is NOT a subject of prophecy, but is a New Testament revelation (Matt.
16:16-17; Eph. 3).

-Aftert he RAPTURE the 70t h we(Rak 9:27)f begibsa Jed ExHibit 8. (Rew.
3:10; 1 Thess. 5:9).
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- This book is the REVELATION of Jesus Christ, (NOT St. John) given to Him by God the Father, and
revealed by Christ to John through an angel on the Isle of Patmos. (God to Christ to Angels to John to the
Seven Churches & believers)

- The book of Revelation reveals who Jesus Christ is in His Person: 1.) Human (Rev. 1:1, 2, 5) 2.) Fully
Divine (Rev. 1:12-18; 3:14) and 3.) He is the eternal God (Rev. 1:8; 21:6; 22:13).

- This book also reveals the Power of Jesus Christ (over believers, unbelievers, beasts, storms, earthquakes,
heavenly bodies, angels, demons, Satan, Babylonianism, heaven, and earth; power to create — new heaven
and a new earth, and He has power to destroy.

- This book also reveals the Program of Jesus Christ (Rev. 1:19) which reveals His immediate purpose to
defeat and destroy Satan and sin so as to accomplish His ultimate purpose of dwelling among His
people and experiencing fellowship with them.

We must never forget that the Person, the Power, and the Program
of Jesus Christ is the focus of the book of Revelation.

-REVELATION meansiit he v ei | oradgildliesd | @&asiudead 0O

- Was written by John in about 96 A.D. during the reign of Domitian (the fourth empire - the Roman, which

Daniel describes as a mongrel beast with iron teeth that crush) which was a time of tremendous

persecution for believers and thus this book was a source of encouragement because of its promise of

ultimate victory and reward.

- The key to the three-fold divisions is found in Rev. 1:19: which speaks of the past, present, & future.
Past-“ whi ch t hou h18)sTHE ¥I8leMOF THEVGEORY ORCHRIST.

Present - “ whi ch are,” t hi n g-8; thinge deaimg dveéhdthe CHIURGHHhfranp t e r
Pentecost to Rapture.
Future-“ whi ch shall be hereafter , "aftemeed HURCH agee t |

(Tribulation, Millennium, and the Eternal State)

-This third division begins with chapter 4 and continues through chapter 22:5. This is essentially the
prophetic part of the book of Revelation and is all future.

-We ' aumrently living between the last verses of Revelation 3 and Revelation 4:1.

- The next key event to happen is the RAPTURE and it can take place at any time. Just as no man

“knows the day nor the hour "ing{oMaetrth, neitherdowd hgwthe f C
timing of the Rapture, but we are not to be ighn

- 12 SECTIONS:

1.) Chapter 1:1-9: INTRODUCTION (See Exhibit C for Overview of Revelation)

2.) Chapter 1:10-18: Christ in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, representing the
churches of Asia.

3.) Chapters 2 & 3: The CHURCH is seen growing in its departure from truth and its first love,
moving farther and farther from God until the Laodiceans are spewed out of His mouth and the true
believers at Philadelphia are caught out to meet the Lord in the air.

4.) Chapters 4 & 5: The saints are enthroned and glorified. (1 Thess. 4:15-18).

5.) Chapter 6:1 through 8:1: Seven seals are opened by the Lamb (7th chapter is parenthetical).

6.) Chapters 8 - 9, 11:15-19: Seven trumpets are sounded by seven angels.

7.) Chapters 12 - 14: Two actors are revealed with seven results of their actions.

8.) Chapters 15 - 16: Seven vials of wrath are poured out upon the earth.

9.) Chapters 17 - 18: Destruction of Babylon in her political and ecclesiastical affairs in the closing
days of time.

10.) Chapters 19:1 - 21:8: From the fall of Babylon to the beginning of the Eternal State.

11.) Chapters 21:9 - 22:5: The L a mb 6 s (Churadh)and the Millennium.

12.) Chapter 22:6 - 21: Warnings, encouragements, .... and the final prayer in scripture.
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- In chapters 2 & 3 we see the moral history of the church here on earth in the successive periods of its
history from the close of the first century of Christianity to the final rejection of the Laodiceans, and the
Rapture.

- Chapters 4 & 5 move from the earth into heaven, and we see the saints removed to their heavenly
home. - The Rapture takes place between the last verses of chapter 3 and the first verse of chapter 4. Thus,
chapter 4 and thereafter is future (hereafter). See Exhibit D for the chronology of the chapters.

- PARENTHETICAL PORTIONS IN REVELATION:

1.) Chapter 7, (between the 6th & 7th seals)

2.) Chapter 10 and chapter 11:1-13, (between the 6th & 7th trumpets)

3.) Chapter 14:1-4, (between the sounding of the 7th trumpet and the pouring our of the vials of the
wrath of God)

4.) Chapter 16:13-16: (records what John saw between the 6th & 7th vials)

5.) Chapter 19:1-10: (records what John saw between the pouring out of the 7th vial and the return of
Christ in His glory & power following the destruction of Babylon)

6.) Chapters 21:9 through 22:5: (John sees the New Jerusalem)

- SEVEN KEY PERSONS OF REVELATION:

1.) LORD JESUS CHRIST - the LAMB OF GOD who purchased the CHURCH with His blood.

2.) The great dragon, the old serpent, Satan, the devil, (Rev. 12:7-9: 13:7; 20:10) In his last gigantic
drive on this earth Satan will be supported by his two ministers -- the beast and false prophet.

3.) The two beasts -- one religious, the other political (Rev. 11:7, chap. 12 &13, 14:9, 16:7, 19:19-
20, 20:10).

4.) The Antichrist, who will be the false messiah (John 5:43; 2 Thess. 2) and also known as the beast
(Rev. 16:13,Re v . 19: 20, Rev. 20:10-17) * Abahhel beftst’ (
Daniel 11:36-39).

5.) The King of the North (Dan. 11).

6.) The King of the South (Dan. 11).

7.) Gog - the last ruler of Russia; the head of the great northern army which will come down upon
Israel (Ezekiel 38 - 39). Gog is the ruler and Magog is the land.
- Some portions of Revelation will not be understood until they are fulfilled. (Just as Daniel)
- God will ultimately triumph, the saints will be blessed, and sin will be judged.
-JustasJ ohn t he Baptist prepar ed ,thditeachingaof Refelation aCeltar i s |
prepare us for the Second Coming of Christ.
- Contains more Symbolism than any other New Testament book, using animals, humans, artifacts from
the temple, and even numbers.
- Many of the symbols are interpreted within Revelation; others normally are explained according to their
context, and others are explained by previous usage in other books of the Bible.
- It sums up all previous prophecy concerning: the CHURCH, ISRAEL, & the NATIONS. We find the
CHURCH in the beginning, ISRAEL in the middle, and THE NATIONS at the end of the book.
- We find these three also in the NEW JERUSALEM: the CHURCH in the foundation, represented by the
12 apostles; ISRAELi n t he gates, each with a t rNABIONSirfthel s r
streets where they walk in the Ilight of the cit
- The consummation of Revelation is a NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH....PARADISE
REGAINED.
- The highlight of Old Testament prophecy was the Kingdom, an age in which the Messiah would pour
out blessings upon His people as never before. Old Testament saints never saw beyond the Millennium.
Revelation takes us beyond that to the Eternal State where heaven and the new earth become one and God
dwells with man.



CHAPTER ONE

V.1-3 THETITLE

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His sérthimgs which must shortly take pldce.
And He sent and signified it by His angel to Bésvant John? who bore witness to the word of God, and t¢ the
testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he SaBlessed is he who reads and those who hear the words|of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the timeais n

v.1 This book is NOT the book of REVELATIONS, itis ONE REVELATION.

-lt is NOT “fh&tRevehat it 60 BRERELATIONOF JHSUSCHRIST” .t h e
-“REVELATI ON” in Greek is “APOCALUPSIS” (to unve
- It is an unveiling of the Lord Jesus Christ in His glory as Judge and King, as well as the events that
precede & accompany His return. Revelation reveals His Person, His Power, and His Plan.

- When Christ was asked by His discipleswh en At hese t hi ngs@arkvi8:1+31)dHec o mm
replied that He did not know (not yet), but only the Father knew. After Chr i st 6s ascens
the answer from His Father, and sent an angel unto one of His disciples, John, to impart to him and to the
Churches the information unveiled in Revelation. Scripture would be incomplete without it.

- The Revelation was given by God the Father to Christ, to an angel to reveal to John, & to His servants
(believers). Divine conveyance is clearly delineated.

- Only book of the Bible to which Jesus affixes His signature: | Jésushave sent Mine Angel to testify unto
you these tings in the Churchés ( Rev. 22:16) .

-“S1 GNO I 'FI BE®a rudl of symbols and signs that are explained in scripture (such as Daniel).

The meanings of these signs and symbols are not to be determined by pure speculation nor by current
newspaper events. Symbols are used: 1.) to reduce persecution of the early church because its message could

be seen as a threat to Roman power, and 2.) to mercifully withhold truth from those who will not believe it so

their judgment will not be as severe because of the principle of degrees of punishment

v.2 Forty-f our times in the book of Revel ation John
content and the source of the message of this book.

v. 3 Revelation begins with a BLESSING and ends with a CURSE on any who add to or take away from it

(Rev. 22:18-19). It is the only book in the Bible that promises a blessing to those who study it.

- Revelation is PROPHETIC, it reveals the FUTURE. It is the final prophecy until Christ returns.

- Any so-called later revelations are IMPOSTERS and FALSE PROPHETS.

- The blessing is upon those that READ or HEAR the message in Revelation and KEEP or apply it.

- There are seven Blessings (Beatitudes) in Revelation: 1.) the blessed Challenge (1:3) 2.) the blessed
comfort (14:13) 3.) the blessed cautiousness (16:15) 4.) the blessed calling (19:9) 5.) the blessed conquest

(20:6) 6.) the blessed cherishing (22:7) and 7.) the blessed conformity (22:14).

- Satan hates this book because it tells of his being downcast and imprisoned in the bottomless pit, then cast

into the LAKE OF FIRE. SATAN WANTS PEOPLE TO SHUN ITS READING.

- Daniel was toldto SEAL UP hi s pr op hetiengoftherend?! | (bhet he Gentil es
John waSEALNOT ttd e* erthg TIMEIS AT HAND (Rev. 22:10). These words denote
readiness to be fulfilled and thus John views them as being Imminent.

-Symbol s indicate Revel asgpiritnaldiseeenmentw? i tt en f or t he
V.4-6 THE SALUTATION

John, to the sevechurches which are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits| who are
before His throne? and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler oer the
kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and
priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.




v. 4 The s alsevénahuricheswhiéhareih A s it duteldes‘not mean there were only seven
churches in the western end of Asia Minor bordering the Aegean and Mediterranean Seas. (There were also
churches at Colosse (Col. 1:2), Hierapolis (Col. 4:3), and Troas (Acts 20:6-7).

- SEVEN is the number of completeness, or spiritual perfection.

- These seven churches must be representative or typical churches, chosen for certain characteristics
typical of the character of the Church of Christ, not only in that day, but down through the centuries
until the Church be removed, and they represent seven Church periods. We find this to be the case in
chapters 2 & 3. The point is that John is writing to the whole church.

-“ w h iIScwhich WAS, and which IS TO COME” d e NTBIREEFCGLB @FFICES of Christ as:
PROPHET PRIEST KING
“which Was?” “whi c
“Faithful Witness” “First Begotten
the WORD the LAMB the LION

and cor r es pthimgsl.s hastseenh... whitclkeare; and things which shallbe n Rev. 1: 1

GRACE PEACE
Wit hout it: We’d burn in Hell
It is the: Source of all blessing Source of all happiness
It: Brings Salvation Brings Joy

- The seven Spirits: (Isa. 11:2) 1.) spirit of the Lord 2.) spirit of wisdom 3.) understanding 4.) counsel
5.) might 6.) knowledge and 7.) the fear of the Lord, denote the seven ministries of the Holy
Spirit.

v . thBfaithfulwitness denot es t he duringkisbfd (Jof@ bh8r37). Rroplie) r u s

“the first begotten ofthedeéad d e not e s t hafter Hiodeakh &adsurrétion. (Psidst)

“the prince of the kings of theedith denot es t h etHip3®idComing. (King) Chr i
- Proof of His love for us lies in the factthatHefi. . washed us from otur (%$i dehn
v.6 Because we are IN CHRIST and CHRISTINUS,He has made &BPRIKESGS.00
- Confirmation that believers are kings is giveninRev. 5:10:Ai And have made us ki ng:
- Confirmation that believers are priestsi s gi v en i aroydl priesthboed ¥ 2 : 9:
-TheAmén® means “so be 1it” and signifies the write

V. 7-8 THE ANNOUNCEMENT of THE THEME

Behold, He is coming with clouds, aadery eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes ¢f the
earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Anfen.| am the Alpha and the Omega, t
says the Lord, Aiwho is and who was and who is tod come,

v. 7 This verse contains the first prophecy of this book and referstothes econd st age of C
Coming. The First stage is the Rapture of the Church, which is where Christ comes FOR church age
believers (John 14:3; Philippians 3:20; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18; and in 1 Corinthians 15:23) prior to the
Tribulation. Thissecondstageof Chri st’ s Second Coming W§kTHWikR er e
saints at the end of the Tribulation.

Rapture Revelation
No persons will see Him every eye shall see Him
Comes FOR His saints Comes WITH His saints
He descends in the air He descends to the earth
Saints return to heaven Saints come w/ Christ from heaven
He comes to unite with His Bride He comes in judgment
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Is imminent Happens after the tribulation

No signs precede it Sign of Son of Man precedes it
Was a mystery to OT saints Was well-known to OT saints
Presented as a Hope Presented as Judgment

Followed by judgment for rewards  Followed by judgment of nations
Not preceded by revealing of Antichrist  Is preceded by revealing of Antichrist
Christcomes as “ Morning Star?’
Satan is not bound at this time Satan is bound at this time

- The Rapture of the Church and the Second Coming to the earth are separated by at least seven years.

-Therearesevenr ef erences i n Revelation to Christ’

Are we readyfor the imminent return of the Lord?

S

v. 8 Christ is the Alpha and Omega, the first and last letters of Greek alphabet. He is before all and after

all. He is also everything in between: Almighty, Blessed, Caring, Door, Everlasting, Faithful, Great, Holy,
In-comparable, Just, Kind, Loving, Merciful, Never-failing, Omnipotent, Perfect, Quick, Righteous, Stone,

True, Uniting, Victorious, Wise, Xcellent, Youth-giving, and Zealous.
This verse speaks of the person of Christ showing He is divine and eternal.

- This verse also speaks of the power of Christ signifying His control over all things including time itself.

- These first eight verses point to the main event which will follow,the L or d 8 s S e ¢ ,dhand
presents His faithfulness to His promises and His power to bring these events to pass.

V. 9-18 THE VISION OF THE GLORIFIED CHRIST

island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Hrisas in the Spirit on th
Lordés Day, and | voieepas df atrumpet saginginé a ml o lné Al pha
First and the Last, 0 and, iWhat you see, write
Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadedphial t o L'aThanil toreed to se

lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about thigthche
golden band* His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame BfHiee;
feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many*etetsd in His right

its strength>” And when | saw Him, | fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, sayingft
not be afraid; | am the First and ¢hLast.*®f | am He who | ives, and was d
KAmen. And | have the keys of Hades and of Death.

v. 9 John is banned by Domitian to the island of Patmos for preaching the Word. John had been an elder
in the church at Ephesus. Even though his conditions were bleak, the Holy Spirit could not be bound and

there he received the greatest testimony of Jesus Christ.

- Many of the scriptures were written under adverse conditions:
Moses wrote the Pentateuch while wandering in the wilderness.
David wrote the Psalms while being pursued by Saul.

Chri

S

Sec

Comi |

I, John, both yor brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was |on the

and

i n

the voice that spoke with me. And having turned | saw seven golden lamp&tamisjn the midst of the seven

hand severstars, out of His mouth went a sharp tedged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in

ad,

a

t |

Isasiahl i ved in difficult days and died a martyr

Ezekiel and Daniel wrote in exile.

J e r e mlifawastose of persecution and trial.
Peter wrote his letters shortly before being martyred.
Paul wrote letters from prison.



-The Roman emperor Domitian (81-96 A.D.) sent John to the penal colony of Patmos (an island about six

miles by ten miles in the Aegean Sea off the coast of present day Turkey) where he worked in the rock

quarries unt i | Domitian’s death in 96 A.D. when Ner
- John was a fellow partaker in three things: 1.) the present religious persecution 2.) the future kingdom

of Christ and 3.) their steadfastness in the midst of affliction.

v. 10 John was in the Spirit. The Holy Spirit has caught John up and projected him in his spirit to a future

time in this vision.

-Some say the “Lord’s day” refers to the “Day o
ofthe tribulation period and tlos” miadjec#ve notaadun. r e i g n
v. 11 First, he heard (v. 10); then he was told to write the things he saw, then send them to the seven
churches. The entire book of Revelation was to go to each church, not just their special section from
chapter 2-3. These churches were not superior spiritually but they were chosen because they were
representative churches.

v. 12 The seven golden candlesticks are the seven churches (v. 20). (single candlesticks, not sevens).

This imagery takes us back to the tabernacle and temple where a priest would minister.

- Gold represents deity and glory of Christ in the midst of the candlesticks, and the implied olive oil is
symbolic of the power of the Holy Spirit. The principal function of these churches is to give forth light.

- Christ is the head of the church and He is to be the central focus of the church. While on earth Christ said,

“l amthelightoftheworld and prior t o Hi s sl|Yéaevhe ligl of hewotldd’l d t

Are we being the kind of light in the world that we should be?

v. 1S8nofMan” i s t he most common title Christ wused f

- The clothing described here is that of a priest or a judge, but the priest was girded about the waist
signifying servicewhereas a judge was girded about the shoulders or chest indicating a magisterial
function (John 13:2-5; Rev. 15:6)

The Description of Christ in Glory (v. 13-16)
Clothed with a garment to his feet - the clothing of a priest and judge, for glory and beauty
His head and hair white as snow — (wisdom & purity) compares with the “A
Daniel 7:9
His eyes as a flame of fire - penetrating discernment (omniscience)
His feet like fine brass - brass speaks of righteous judgment & He will trample His enemies
His voice as the sound of many waters - the voice of power and authority
(His voice is judgment to the unsaved, but joy to the saved)
Seven stars in His right hand (symbol of official control) - these are angels (ministers, messengers)
securely held by Christ (frequently refers to human messengers — 2 Cor. 8:23)
(i f the ministers are faithful no one can ta
escape His judgment)
Out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword (the type the Romans used to kill with) - it is the
Word of God with which He will judge His enemies (Heb. 4:12).
His countenance was as the sun shining in His strength (the unveiled shekinah glory)- Christ is the
sun and we reflect His glory. (Christ is the light of the world, the sun of righteousness to Israel, and the
bright and morning star to the church. John 8:12; Mal. 4:2; and Rev. 22:16 )

How much are we reflecting the light of Christ into the dark world around us?

v. 17 John fell at His feet as dead (just as Daniel did in Dan. 10:7-9 and Paul in Acts 9:4); such was the
overwhelming power and majesty of seeing the unveiled glory of the righteousness of the Son of God.
John had laid his head in the bosom of Jesus earlier on earth.
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- Christ lays His right hand upon John to reassure and comfort him. The same hand which metes out
judgment to the wicked, also metes out love to His own.

- “the first and the last”  idw&/ineditle used three times in Isaiah: 41:4; 44:6; and 48:12. It is also used

three times in Revelation: 1:17; 2:8; and 22:13. Christ is the source and sum of all creation, and by Him all

things consist (or are held together). Not only is Christ the Creator, but He is also the Sustainer.

v. 18 The very source of life liveth, even though He was dead for a little while, He was resurrected and He

will never die again, for He liveth forevermore and He even possesses the keys of hell and death. The last
enemy Christ will destroy will be death, but because He lives, we live. All that diedosoinGo d 6 s,ndt i me
Satan’s and all that die without Christ do so o
- The key is the symbol of undisputed authority, and Christ has authority over the state of death and

the place of death.

V. 19-20 JOHN COMMANDED TO WRITE

iwrite the things which you have seen, and the®Yhings
AiThe mystery of the seven stars which you saw i My r
are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.

v. 19 gives us the threefold divisions of the book: (His Glory, His Grace, and His Government)
1.) Past - “the things which you have seén:  C h a pwhiah reveal degus Christ as the glorious
King in the midst of the lampstands.
2.) Present - “the things which aré :  C h a3pwhiehrreger t®the letters to the seven churches.
3.) Future - “the things which will take place after this:  C h a2g, whach ®verdthe time from
the Rapture of the church (which concludes the church age) to the eternal state; including the Tribulation, the
Mi I I enni um, an dAftarthig¢ Elrenaogieal phr&se.at e. *
v. 20 gives the interpretation of the stars (messengers) and the candlesticks (churches.)
God interprets these symbols for us but many of the other symbols depend upon knowledge of the rest of
revealed scripture. There are over 500 references in Revelation to Old Testament scripture.

CHAPTER TWO

AThe Things Which Arebo

INTRODUCTION

- The messages to the seven churches in Revelation chapters two and three contain divine revelation and
exhortation pertaining to the present Church Age. They constitute one of the most penetrating views of
the characteristics of the present church found in scripture with respect to church doctrine and Christian
living. See Exhibit E for a summary of the seven churches.

- Another truism concerning the messages to these seven churches is that because of the incisive character
and pointed denunciation of departure from biblical morality and doctrine, many ministers have neglected
these messages to the church. Unfortunately, many of the shortcomings of the church today are a direct
outgrowth of this neglect.

- The messages to the seven churches are inserted between two visions: the vision of the glorified Christ in
the midst of the lampstands in chapter one and the vision of chapter four of the twenty-four elders round
about the throne (representing the glorified church).

- The seven churches represent the church age from Pentecost to the Rapture.

- The letters are messages of reproof, rebuke, and reassurance.

- These seven letters are brief and each contains a description of Christ as given in Rev. 1:12-20 that is
appropriate to that church.



THE THREEFOLD MEANING OF THE MESSAGE TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES

FIRST: Each letter has a primary association. The letters were intended to be meaningful and helpful to

the Christians in each specific church that first received the message. Each church could see how they
“measured up” to the message and could clearly
group of people who professto believe in Christ; and as such will contain both true believers and non-
believers.

SECOND: Each letter also carries with it a personal application. These exhortations also apply to each

i ndividual believer today. This is why @dthat st
hath an ear, let him hear what ghSpirit saith unto the churchés. These messages
instruction and warning to the individual believer today.

THIRD: Each letter has a prophetic anticipation. These seven churches reveal the conditions which will
be present in the Church Age (both as a church and individually) and they will also reveal the characteristics
of a succession of historical periods which make up this Church Dispensation. See Exhibit F for a
summary of these historical periods.

V.1-7 THE JUDGMENT OF EPHESUS

/ ifTo the angel of the church of Ephesus Write,\
6These things says He who holds the seven stars| in H
lampstands? i | know your wor ks, your | abor, y 0 ure evip And yoe|n c e, e
have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found thém kars;d you have |per
have patience, and have | abored for*fiMeveambébegake
against you, thayou have left your first lovefi Re me mber therefore from wherle vy
first works, or else | will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from it$platess you repent.i B u |t
this you have, that you hate the deedthefNicolaitans, which | also hatti He who has an ea|r, | et
the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes | will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of

kthe Paradi se of God. 0o © /

s e
a
ou

- Ephesus means desired

- Ephesus was the capital and most prominent city in the Roman province of Asia Minor. It was a strategic
seacoast city and was a great religious, political, and commercial center. This city was very important in the
early history of the church. Timothy had labored there (1 Tim. 1:3) as had John. It was the first recipient of
four New Testament books (Ephesians, 1 & 2 Ti m
and his three epistles). Paul also wrote 1 Corinthians from Ephesus.

- Ephesus was the location of the pagan temple of Diana, which was considered one of the Seven Wonders
of the World. It was the reduction in the sale of idol dolls of the goddess Diana that resulted in the riot of
Acts 19 after Paul preached the gospel there. This was testimony of the fervent witness of the early
church. Paul preached in Ephesus for a period of three years (Acts 20:31).

V. 1 angeli e r“e f e muman messengeh @& overseer shepherd of this church, and he is held in the
hand of Christ for Godly protectiona s we | | a s dNeitherrsheall amyumar puckithierng out\y “
hand ( J o hn 1dars2 8 gustanedbyhCGhrist.

V. 2 I Inome.” “ whi ch 1 s all seyei dowdh teteds emphasizes the omniscience and
omnipresence of Jesus Christ and the appropriateness of His being the Judge of these churches. Here also
we see that the early church was not afraid to discipline their members in order to maintain sound
doctrine and holiness. The pattern for discipline had been given in Matthew 18:15-19. They were loyal to
the truth and had remained faithful to the Lord for over forty years and had tried those who falsely claimed
to be apostles. Men were given oversight in the work as a result of their spiritual power, not their social
prominence.



Is our church discipline what it should be?

Do we want church growth at the expense of truth and holiness?

Is our church being led by spiritual leaders empowered by the Holy Spirit or by the socially
or financially prominent who lack spiritual discernment?

Do we Atry the spiritso (1 Jphn 4:1) to

v. 3 Christ recognizes their perseverance in | a
v. 4 Unfortunately we see that they left their first love (which was characterized by evangelism,
missionary work, and studying the Word. — Acts 18:24-28). Sacrifice even unto death means nothing if it

is done without love( 1 Cor . 13). When one’ s | ovleveid#every ne s
heart of Christianity. The greatest commandment is to love the Lord your God (Matthew 22:37, 38).

Has our first love for Christ subsided?

v. 5 This church was warned to repent (t o c hange -2 @roraclest7i4) dnfortunately,
eventually the candlestick was removed from this church and today the area is a small Muslim village.

v. 6 The Nicolaitans (nikag, meani ng “ tlaosnceocanngiuregr ,“’t haendpeopl e” o
heretical sect which originated the system which divided the church into two groups -- the clergy and the
laity, a system in which religious dignitaries domineered the people in the church. No man has the right to

“l ord over God’ s Caristiistttze grdy”’med{atbr. TRedr teaching &d pBagtice were
immoral, perhaps even idolatrous.

-Everybeli ever is a priest, even a royal priest (1
10:19-25).

v. 7 teaches that we must be attentive to the leading of the Holy Spirit in church matters. The Holy Spirit
i's Christ’ s r eaph Tescleurthisandt io be enanagad like dsdcudar besiness. This message
while written to the church, is also for individuals.

If the Holy Spirit were removed from the church would it continue on as usual?

-The " over comer "persevaring Ghrisian anehe 5 ewairided with the blessing of eating
from the tree of life. This promise of a future reward becomes a motivation to follow Christ in present
trials.

In church history, conditions described in this letter characterized the apostolic age.

V.8-11 THE JUDGMENT OF SMYRNA

/ AANd to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, \
6These things says the First an’filt tkemolwasgtourwhvo rjikas de
poverty (but you are rich); and | know the blaspty of those who say they are Jews and are not, but gre a

synagogue of Sata’i Do not fear any of those things which|l you a
throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tdbukt days. Be faithful until deatfp,
and | will give you the crown of lifé'fiHe who has an ear, | et him healr what
kwho overcomes shall not be hurt by the second djath.()
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-Smyrna hitterahsahd comes df f oomr tr he Ibitter peesesutianx per i e
- Smyrna was a wealthy seaport city of 100,000 located 40 miles north of Ephesus and one of its principal
products was myrrh, which was a gum resin taken from a shrubby tree and had a bitter taste. It was used as
an ingredient in making perfume (Psa. 45:8);

- It was one of the holy ingredients in the anointing oil of the priests (Exodus 30:23); for the purification of
women (Esther 2:12); and for embalming (John 19:39).

- Smyrna had died as a city on several occasions because of invasions and earthquakes, but had risen again
to new life as its residents had rebuilt it. Many residents there worshipped a goddess named Cybele who
stood for the yearly renewing of nature. Her followers claimed she arose from the dead every spring.

- The church at Smyrna was in the midst of bitter suffering and sorrow, being persecuted by pagan Rome
under the emperor Domitian. Christians were often killed for refusing to sacrifice to the emperor.

v. 8 Christ reminds this church in the midst of their suffering and persecution that He too suffered and died
willingly at the hands of men because of His love for them; but that He was now alive again, just as they
would be and could anticipate ultimate victory.

What an assurance we have as Christians that regardless of how terrible the trials
are that we will face in this life, through Christ we will ultimately be triumphant!

-“thefirstandthelast r efers us back to the description of
v.9 Christ confirms to them that He knows what sufferings they are going through; and He knows that
they are in poverty (probably as a result of their being stripped of their wealth during their persecution by
the Romans), but reminds them that they are rich in spiritual things. (Eph. 1:18; 2 Cor. 6:10). Laodicea
saysshe is rich, but in fact she is spiritually bankrupt.
- Some of their sufferings were caused by unbelieving Jews (by birth) and thus they were said to be of the
“synagogue of Satan” (see R o26) aMatthew B:7-2 8ohn 8:33; 2 Corinthians 11:22; and
Philippians 3:4). Some of the early Christians
- False religion has been the most zealous opponent of true Christianity.
v. 10 Christ lets them know their real enemy is the devil and even though they be imprisoned and tried by
men, it was really the work of Satan. Christ let them know that their trials were not over, for they would
s u f terdays df tribulation. ” These ar e gen efollawlingtgnperiods:si der ed
1.) Nero 54-68 AD 2.) Domitian 81-96 AD 3.) Trajan 98-117 AD
4.) Aurelius 161-180 AD  5.) Severus 193-211 AD  6.) Maximinius 235-238 AD
7.) Decius 249-251 AD 8.) Valerian 253-260 AD  9.) Aurelian 270-275 AD
10.) Diocletian 284-305 AD
-Ot her s c otensdlaystl e t o ttdm geard ohtlee reign of Diocletian.
-T h dendays” s htlerw & divine restriction to the suffering. God is sovereign.
- It is not difficult to understand why the ungodly suffer, but the more difficult question is:

Why does God allow Christians to suffer persecutions?

- The root cause of all pain, suffering, and trials is SIN. The wages of sin is DEATH. Sin is in the entire
world and no man can escape its consequences, not even Godly Christians.

- Sufferingmaybether esul t of  aDisbigihaiy)él\Cer.rli28-325 i n

-Suf f er i nggetoaryttedtien”t o prevent our doing or be
want us to do or be (Preventive) (2 Cor. 12:7).
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Christ can galvanize one

-Suf fering may b e totcanse Us tped somethimg that Godevants usdordd for

Him; such as Jonah in the whale when God directed him to go to Nineveh. (Causative).

- Suffering may be used to build or strengthen our faith (Edifying) (Romans 5:3-4). Suffering for

s determination t
- Suffering can provide a tremendous testimony for those watching to see how Christians stan

[: God allows suffering, to draw us or someone else closer to Himself! ::|

|:: God allows suffering to demonstrate His GRACE to us. ::|

o | ivwv
dup

to the pressures of suffering. The purifying fire of affliction can make the lamp of testimony burn
brighter.

- God promises that no testing will be too great for us. He will give us the strength to endure. 1 Cor. 10:13.

- Being faithful unto death would result in a “Crown of Life. ” Ot her crowns of re
Incorruptible Crown ( Vi ct o r ’-1sCor®r242% selj-control and temperance
Crown of Rejoicing( So u | Wi n n-d hess 2:1G,20,0PkIn4)1
Crown of Righteousness -2 Tim.46-8, f or t hose who | ove the Lol

Crown of Life - Rev. 2:10; James 1:12; to them that love Him and are tried for His sake
Crownof Glory-( Past or’

V.12-17 THE JUDGMENT OF PERGAMOS

/ fAANd to the angel of the church in Pergamos write,

6These things says -etlgedsword™®ila sk rtchve yschuarr pwa rwkos , a
Satands throne ioMynarenahd didonat demyoMy daithfewes in the days in which Antipas
My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwéiisBut | have a few t
you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who tawgak B put a stumbling block before ti

children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immofdliiyThus you all
who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing | h&t& Re pent , or e busgaickly andvwill
fight against them with the sword of My mouthi He who has an ear, I et h i

s Cr -6 wothose Who Breeekamples t&the Xlock, such as
elders and spiritual leaders--but NOT f or those who serve for “fi
- Notice that crowns will be personally given to believers by Christ Himself and will be given at the
judgment seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3:13).
v.11 The believers at Smyrna were exhorted that the overcomers would not be hurt of the second death.
This is reference to the death which is for those unbelievers who will go before the Great White Throne for
judgment (Rev. 20:11-15). The dead unbelievers will be raised from the dead and re-united with their
bodies for this judgment; but after the judgment there will be a second death and they will be cast into the
Lake of Fire, which was originally prepared for Satan and his followers, and will be in eternal torment.
- It is obvious that Satan was trying to destroy the church during the first two centuries. It is estimated
that as many as five million Christianswerekilledd ur i ng t hi s peri od.
- Not one word of rebuke was given to this church.

See F

nd whe
5 was
hings
e

so ha
| cCom
m heart

churches. To him who overcomes | will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And | will give him a white s
onthestane a new name written which no one knows ex

Pergamos (modern Bergama) is about 55 miles north of Smyrna inland from the Aegean Sea. It was n
for 1.) being a center for emperor worship and pagan religious cults 2.) having a university with a |
library, and 3.) being the center of parchment production. It was a religious city of wealth and fashion. It
had temples erected to many false gods such as: Athena, Dionysus, Zeus, Aphrodite, and Aescula
(the god of medicine who was worshipped under the sign of a serpent). It boasted a library of 200
volumes later sent to Egypt as a gift from Anthony to Cleopatra.
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-Per g aragaimosme a mmrricd and Per gamelsatianl ' so mmeaspeaks
when the church was elevated to a place of power, and was married to the world. Historically it

corresponds to a period of time i n VvChnstantineandhs c h
successor s. (See | ronsi deahitgtheRfEicialsthteardligion. n p. 43)
-Constantine is said to have hadthissignydorguerori o fHea

told the cross was the sign of the Christian religion and if he followed it he would become emperor of the
world.

-He liberated Christians, adopted their religion, bestowed honored positions on the bishops, gave them
thronesto situpon,andbegan fAmarryingo Christian beliefs. wi
The pagan festival of the winter solstice whichwasc onsi dered t h8unGadr t anay wa
high festival and was celebrated in Rome by the great games of the Circus which he combined with the

cel ebration of Christ’s birth because Hehatwles t
doctrine of the Second Coming of Christ was forsaken because they thought this reigning church was
Christ’s Kkingdom. (Keep in mind al/l t h depiedltha p p €
eternity of the Word, claiming Jesus originated by God when He was born. A major debate ensued in
Nicea with Constantine presiding, bearing the title of Pontifex Maximus -- High Priest of the Heathen
-Constantine’s patronage did wh-adestroit fvomlwehout @sm’ s
roaring lion). It corrupted the church who then gave her hand in marriage to the world and entered into an
unholy alliance and began to destroy the church from within. Slowly but surely the pagan influences
increased. The church began to shroud itself in mystery and ritualism. The Chaldean tau, which was the

el evation of a | arge “T” on a pol e, was <change
Celibacy of priests and nuns had its counterparts in the vestal virgins of paganism. Other doctrines
introduced were: Prayers for the dead, worship of saints and angels (375 AD), mass instituted (394 AD),
worship of Mary (431AD), priests began dressing differently (500 AD), purgatory (593AD), worship
conducted in Latin (600 AD), and prayers directed to Mary (600 AD). See Exhibit G for a summary. From

312 AD on, the Church became more Roman and less Christian in its practices.

- Pergamos was known for its parchment which was thought to have originated there.

-Some think thatattahned’sr esfeeadcem anes the” great altar
Berlin.

- Believers of Pergamos had a difficult time being in the center of paganism, the throne of Satanic
operations.

v. 12 The reference to the two-edged sword is found seven times in scripture: Luke 2:35; Rev. 1:16; 2:12,

16; 6:8; 9:15, 21. The sword is a very long and sharp one which represents the character of the Word of

God. On the one edge it can cut loose the cords that bind our sins to us to free us, and on the other hand it

can mete out the judgment of God upon those who fail to repent and come to Christ. It is the instrument of
Salvation and it is the instrument of Death and Judgment.

- Rome had given this city the rare power of capital punishment which was symbolized by the sword.

- The reference to the sword is for Confirmation of the author and Encouragement of the believers.

V. 11 8now thy'works o nce agai @mnacienceos Chdst at Jodge tankd B mentioned for

each of the churches.

- Twice we have the reference to Sat a n @ sThespagant mystery cults begun at Babylon had
transferred to Pergamos after the death of Belshazzar, and later moved to Rome (The Two Babylons p.

240).

- Christ praised the faithful believers for standing firm even while beinginthes hadow of Sat an
-Antipas was a dentist and physician accused of propagating Christianity and being disloyal to Caesar and

was condemned to death and was shut up in a copper bull, which was then heated until it was red hot.

Arewewillingto be faithful to the Lord evepn when
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- The emphasis in this church is not on numbers, but on being faithful to the name of the Lord. We ' 1
t ol d whefe twb or three are gathered in My name, there am | in the.midst
- Christ praised them for their doctrinal faithfulness and for the faithfulness of one even unto death.

Would you stand firm in your Christian faith if it cost you your life?

Is the name of Jesus Christ more precious to you than life?

-“ 1t 1 s stewandy that agmdn bd found faithful. * 1 Cor . 4: 2.

v. 14 The church at Pergamos had tolerated those with the doctrine of Balaamism instead of rebuking
them Paul gives us a good lesson in church discipline in 1 Cor. 5:1-13.

-ltwasat Ba | a a mdé sthat éhel Israelkites intermarried with the heathen Moabites (their enemy) to
pollute them spiritually (Numbers 22-2 5) . Bal aam was a prophet Wi
material gain in his heart. He prostituted the gospel for gain (2 Peter 2:15, Jude 11). Balak, king of
Moab, had offered him a sizeable sum to curse Israel. He failed at cursing them, but succeeded in
corrupting them. Just as in Genesis Satan switched tactics from murder (Genesis 4) to mixture (Genesis
6). It defiled the members. When Constantine legalized Christianity in 312 A.D. it was overwhelmed by
paganism. This church was married to the world instead of to Christ.

v. 15 Nicolaitanism is the doctrine of a strong ecclesiastical hierarchy ruling over the laity. . The
Nicolaitans regarded these sins of sacred prostitution as acceptable under the pretense of Christian liberty.
Laymen were given no voice in church affairs, but were required to blindly follow the decrees of the clergy
who separated themselves more and more from the laity and ceased to be an effective tool in the hand of
God. Christ says He hates this doctrine. It has ruined more churches than any other teaching. It violates
Matt. 23:8-12 in that it denies the headship of Christ.

V. 16 T h e Repenth m avraven totghe believers in the church who tolerated the false teachers
and the false doctrines. The principle taught in 1 Corinthians 11:31-32 is that if we as believers will judge
ourselves we will not be judgedbut i f we don’t we dgnbnb Christ pramisesto c i p
fight agai ns sworddf Hiemotth. W shoukl be ihabtee that Balaam himself was slain by the
sword (Numbers 31:8; Joshua 13:22).

I f we take sides with the enemy we shou

V. 1 7 hiddénhmartna” “ 1 spiritull €0od and power that Christ imparts unto believers to nourish

and build them up, even though the world cannot
to idols and if they lost their job and welfare for not supporting the state church Christ wanted them to know

He would still provide for them. In John 6:31-3 3 we ' r e Chtisd Hiwhselftishtlze tbread of life.
Believers should feed spiritually upon Christ.

- A white stone” signifies acceptance by Christ of the believer and also signifies victory. In the Greek

games a white stone was given to the victor. In the courts a white stone meant acquittal and a black stone
condemnation. Every believer is eternally acquitted because of the finished work of Christ. Each will
receinawaeama” “j ust as a bride receives a nhew name \
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V. 18-29 THE JUDGMENT OF THYATIRA

/ AANd to the angel of the church in Thyatira write,
6These things says the Son of God,likeditedrass@/s|l ekreslw |y ker
works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last are more than th@ [first.

iNeverthel ess I have a few things against y ou, becal
prophetessto teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed tbfidals| d

| gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not répént. n d e e d | wi || clast he
and those who commit adultenythvher into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deétis. | wi || kil |

children with death, and all the churches shall know that | am He who searches the minds and hearts. And | will
give to each one of you according to your wotk§i N otevyou | say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as d¢ not
have this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, | will put on you no otheflfulent
hold fast what you have till l com&fi And he who over coksanslthe end, b hitn ¢éwllgse My wo
power over the natiofs6 He s hal | rule them with a rod of i rjon; Th
v e s § asll algb have received from My Fathétfiand | wi | | gi v e®?fhHem whhoeeahfeosr na n g
l et him hear what the Spirit says to the churc)és. 0o O

Thyatira was the smallest of the seven cities but it received the longest letter. It was about 40 miles southeast

of Pergamos.

- Thyatira me a nsacrifite of labor” ocontindal sacrifice” ainveas this period that began the
worldwide movement of mass. Thyatira represents Romanism.

- Thyatira was a prosperous city probably founded by Alexander some 300 years before Christ. It was noted

for its pottery, tannery, bronze, and especially its dye works. Lydia, the seller of purple cloth, was from
Thyatira (Acts 16:14). She was the first noted convert from Europe and it is possible that she played a part

in the establishment of the church there.

- The main local god in Thyatira was Tyrimnas who was considered a son of the gods.

v. 18 Christ confirms His authorship of this church letter by calling Himself it he S o n whhf G
emphasizes His deity and right to judge and this has significance because it is this church which sought to

usurp Christé s Dby éxadlting Mary and making Him the Son of Mary and not the Son of God; and

by their exaltation of the Pope a n d ihfalldbility; ” and by t heiworshgprsaintsanda g e
angels. The light which Christ had entrusted to the Churches all but went out during the dark ages
which saw the developments shown in Exhibit G.

- Many of the pagan practices were adopted under the plea that they would help convert more pagans.

- There is nothing more piercingthanthei ey es | i ke u rotwhich @n séelinto thedeegedt f i
recesses of the heart to seek out evil; just

eyes speak of burning indignation and purifying judgment. The description of His feet as fine brass
speaks of their brilliant appearance and enhances the glory of Christ in His role as Judge. Judgment begins

in the house of the Lord. The brass serpent of the Old Testament spoke of the judgment of God upon
Christ as He would die for the sins of the world. Tothewicked, Chr i st 6 s f eet ;buptetek o
saints they are a thing of beauty as He brings good tidings of salvation (Isaiah 52:7).

v. 19 They are commended for their love, service, faith, and patience. Love shows itself in service, and

faith demonstrates itself in perseverance through persecution.

v. 20 Another woman played a major role in ruining the church at Thyatira. Some believe she was the wife

of the presiding elder of the church at Thyatira. She is called a Jezebel after the wickedest woman in the Old
Testament (wife of apostate King Ahab in 1 Kings 18 & 19); which was the equivalent of a man being called

a “Juldezsebel sought to destroy Godos iplsraelprdsuiting, E
in more idolatry and sexual immorality than ever before (1 Kings 16:32).

- They had allowed this Jezebel woman to teach in the church (in violation of 1 Tim. 2:12), and she
spiritually seduced them, sweeping aside the worship of God and putting immorality and the worship

of idols in its place.
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Are we willing to stand against false teachers and false doctrines

- Idolatry is the worship of images and is strictly forbidden in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:4-5).
v. 21 God exercised grace by giving her time to repent.

v. 22 When God raised up the mighty reformers of Wycliffe, John Knox, Martin Luther, and Calvin, she
did not repent; and in fact she continued with her fornicated doctrines and she will continue with them right
into the tribulation and will manifest herself at last as Babylon the Great, headed up by the False Prophet
to accomplish a one-world religion for the Anti-Christ.

v. 23 Women are not to teach men in the Church (1 Tim. 2:12-14). This Jezebel had taught false doctrines
in the church which had given rise to new fol
complete that these new followers will be put to death so all the Churches will know that He is the one who
knows every heart and will judge every heart. Judgment is disciplinary and exemplary (1 Tim. 5:20).
Jezebel has deceived the church followers. (Even a broken clock has the correct time twice a day).

- It is not surprising that many of the cults and false religions have been started or promoted by women:
Seventh Day Adventism, Spiritism, Christian Science, and Theosophy have all been steered into error by
women.

v. 24 The Lord discerns those who stood firm and did not follow the crowd. Gnosticism, which taught that
only its members could understand deep spiritual truth, was growing in popularity in this region at this
time.

v. 25 The Lord encourages those who stood firm to hold fast until He comes for them (reference to the

Rapture of the Church).

V. ik | give"power @er the nations i s a r e Midenreumanevhich taithtulhbeievers are
promised places of authority to share the rule of Christ over the nations. This blessing was given to
motivate the unfaithful to r et dhfuhtopereevelt€odd s wi

v. 27 During the Millennial Kingdom Christ will rule with a rod of iron. There will be absolute authority
and a just execution of judgment.

v. 28 The morning star appears in the night sky just before the dawning of a new day. The morning star
refers to Christ Himself as He raptures the believers before the dark hours of the Tribulation. A special close
relationship with Christ seems to be the focus of this blessing.

v. 29 All believers are to be attentive to the leading of the Holy Spirit in Church matters today. Rome is

in the Church even at the ri|lsk of bei

n

o

ntGod’ s represent at i vHoly Spivit isarid ee nédhtolistenlo Himondya y , t h e

- The average member of this Thyatira Church knows next to nothing of the meaning of scripture.
-We ' r all nb man on this earth our father according to Matthew 23:9.
- The Parable of the Leaven in Matthew 13 parallels this Church of Thyatira.

- Some compare the leadership role of Mary as promoted by the Catholic Churchto J e z eb el 6sinl e a

Thyatira.

- The end of Jezebel in 2 Kings 9:33-35 is that she was eaten by dogs. The end of “Jeze

Church at the end of the Great Tribulation is that she will be eaten by “birds. ”

CHAPTER THREE

V.1-6 THE JUDGMENT OF SARDIS

AANd to the angel of theharch in Sardis write,
6These things says He who has the seven Spirits |of
name that you are alive, butyouaredeai.Be wat chf ul, and strengthen the
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die, for | have not found your works perfect before GadtlRe me mber t heref ore how |you he
hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, | will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what
hour | will come upon you.fi Ywhave a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; arjd they

shall walk with Me in white, for they are worttfyfi He wh o overcomes shall be |l ot he
not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but | will fams his name before My Father and before His anféls.
ifiHe who has an ear, |l et him hear what the Spiri says

- Sardis me a resxapifig ones” ahose who come out.
Protestantism)

- This church period dates from 1520 AD to 1750 AD. It is known as the Reformation Period and is noted

for those who escaped out of the spiritual darkness of the Dark Ages; men like Martin Luther, John Knox,
Woycliffe, and other mighty reformers who had seen the true light of scripture. The movement began when
Martin Luther nRivedTHhesedidNithettyhe doorGermdnyoh he
October 31, 1517 to protest the false teachings of papal rule.

- Unfortunately the Reformation churches became state churches seeking approval of political leaders and

they did not give up all the false Roman teachings. They continued ritualism which crowded out a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

- During this period the Holy Scriptures, which had become a closed book, were circulated. Justification

by Faith replaced justification by works. Worship became more simple and less ritualistic; however

the number of denominational entities that arose led to controversy which interfered with the spiritual state

of the church to the pead At (Thaet reHeoerwas ss aiad t
ritualistic and doctrinal rubbish, but theyhadf ai | ed t o recover t heanpsooa mi s
fell into cold, lifeless formalism. They became state churches (Lutheran - Germany) and many of the false
teachings were continued such as infant baptism, sprinkling, and ritualism.

Sardis was located in a fertile valley 30 miles SE of Thyatira. It was the ancient capital of Lydia and was

one of the richest cities in the world, being directly on one of the key trading routes. She was famous for

her jewelry, cloth, and dyes. Her religion was dominated by the pagan mystery cults and secret religious
societies which practiced the grossest form of religiou s i d o they warshipped the mother goddess,
Cybele by having sexual orgies in her honor. The people were known for their extreme loose living and the

city was eventually destroyed by an earthquake.

- The residents had a preoccupation with death and had an impressive necropolis located just outside the

city.

v. 1 — The seven Spirits of God speak of the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 11:2-5) which insures the righteous

j udgment of the wicdaesd 1w0é p 1t drgmamle¢adbrsdf ébelchurches and @e
held i n Christ’ s r i lgatets arh aaouwhtabte togChristf Hymsehf.grhey anedotbe t h
His ministers, not ministers of the state.

- This church apparently had a reputation of being a spiritual church, but was in fact spiritually dead

(pictures the Refor

according to God’'s vVview,; even though there wer.
formal Orthodoxy. They followed dogmas and traditions instead of the scriptures. Spiritual power was
gone.

- Ritual and formality are characteristic of pagan forms of worship and are not conducive to genuine
worship because they appeal to the sensuous nature of man.

- “1 know thy works — Nothing is hidden from the searching gaze of God. May look good on the outside,
but God sees the inside as well.

E If the gospel of Jesus Christ is kept in a coffin, that church is dead. :|
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A church is in danger of death when:
It worships its own past.
It is more concerned with forms and ceremonies than new birth.
It loves systems more than it loves Christ.
It is more concerned with material things than spiritual things.

v . Be watchful' — Sardis, standing high above the valley and being surrounded by deep cliffs almost
impossible to climb, had twice before fallen suddenly because of overconfidence and failure to watch
(Cyrus in 549 BC & Antiochus 11l in 214 BC). The spiritual history of this church corresponded to its
political history. Ch r i jsidgréeat will come upon this church just as suddenly. In 1850 not one person
lived in Sardis.

v. 3 They needed to remember their rich spiritual heritage and return to the attitudes and activities
their teachers had taught them. Failure to do so would result in surprise discipline.

v. 4 The promise of white raiment is made to those few who would overcome the deadness of this church.

- Overcomers will be given white raiment just as the high priests were in the Old Testament, because we will
serveas fAki ngs TEhawhitepameneisatreferen@e to the white raiment Roman victors would
wear when parading in the streets in celebration.

v. 5 There is no explicit statement that anyone will have their name blotted out of the book of life, but
only the promise that overcomers will not be blotted out because of their faith in Christ. The implication is
that some are blotted out and based on this view there must be a book which lists all those for whom Christ
died, (all humanity) and they are blotted out when that person fails to accept Christ as Savior. See Appendix
| for an explanation of the Books seen in Revelation.

- This message is a series of exhortations not only to the church of the first century but also to those who
need the same exhortations in every century. Watch, strengthen the things that remain, remember the
truth and experience of the past, and repent in heart and mind.

v. 6 This message closes with a personal invitation;i He t hat hath an ear, |l et
unt o t he Thisimessage legins with the Spirit and ends with the Spirit. He must be our teacher.
- Note thateventhough t hi s ¢ hur c tead theredsstdlbopet bed as *

E Christ has adequate power to meet our every need, regardless of how bad it seems. ::|

V.71 13 THE JUDGMENT OF PHILADELPHIA

/ﬁAnd to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write,
6Thesgstbhys He who is holy, He who i s
opens and no one shuts,’fiandnslWuysuandao
before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength,epa\\
word, and have not denied My namé | ndeed | wi || make thpse of the
who say they are Jews and are not, bud liedeed | will make them come and worship befpre
your feet, and to know that | have loved ytuii Be c au s e egptoMy cdmenand t
persevere, | also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world,
to test those who dwell on the eathiBehol d, | am coming
have, that no one may take your croWf He w haommes, V¥ wilrmake him a pillar in th

true, nHe
kson8eepet

from My God. And | will write on him Myew name®fi He who has an

kwhat the Spirit says to the churches. 0

- Philadelphiame a bothetlylove” and is found six other times i
- This church was faithful to Christ and to the Word of God.
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- The Philadelphia area was noted for its grapes and in keeping with this, Dionysus was one of the chief
objects of pagan worship. This city was the gateway to the Central Plateau from the coastal city of Smyrna.

- The message to this church is a message to the true church within the professing church and it is almost
entirely a message of praise.

v. 7 The introduction emphasizes that Christ has the key to holiness and truth. Christ has the power to
open and close according to His sovereign will. - The key is the symbol of His authority and was given to

Him over heaven and earth (Matt. 28: 18-P3 whefleh e
Hezekiah’s servant Eliakim received authority
treasures. Christis claimingto have God’' s full authority to give
V. 8 opemaoot* was the opportunity for service, p O S

16: 9,; 2 Cor. 2 alittke ;strer@ii| .a pdp:a3r)e.n t Anyd r“e ereefewsin nunabert h e
(like Gideon & Elijah).

- The testimony of this church continued for many centuries in evident fulfillment of His promise that they
should have an open door because they had kept their doctrine pure. Christ can open and close the doors of
Christian service. This was the last Christian city to surrender to the Turks.

v. 9 Many of the local unbelieving Jews opposed the witness of the gospel and made it difficult to bear

good testimony to the pagan world in Philadelphia.

- Even though there was satanic opposition they overcame it and had victory over it.

Every true church will meet satanic opposition through imitation,
religious ritualism, false doctrines, hypocrisy, or apathy.

v. 10 The true believers are promised they will be kept from (out of) the period of time known as the
tribulation. A parallel passage is 1 Thess. 5:9: Christians are not appointed to wrath (1 Thess. 1:10).

(Noah and Lot are examples.) Also please note that the Christians are promisedt o be kept fr om
or the very time in history when these trials will come. See Exhibit R for a more extensive study as to the
reasons for a pre-tribulation rapture.

- The rapture of the church was presented to them as an imminent hope.

Are you ready for the rapture of the church?

v . 1Quickly” i s t o b esuddem ghe unexpected) rbt nexessarily immediate. The issue here for
Christians is not loss of salvation but loss of rewards.

Is our church worthy of commendation for bearing a true testimony of Christ?

Don6t | ose your rewalkds by:

Allowing your first love of Christ to grow cold (Ephesus)
Becoming discouraged from sufferings (Smyrna)

Compromising the true doctrines of Christ (Pergamos)
Moral compromise (Thyatira)
Becoming like the spiritually dead (Sardis)
Giving up the faithfulness of those at Philadelphia
Being lukewarm like those at Laodicea
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v . dpilarinthetempleofmyGod i s a figure of speech relatin
of the temple. They were named Jachin, meaning estalish, and Boaz, meaning strength Christ was saying

they would occupy sure secure firmly establishegositions of strengthand powerwhen they rule and reign

with Christ. They would occupy a prominent place of servicei n Chr i st ’ s ki ngdom.
-“gonomoreout” ... they will no | onger be exposed to te
- Three assurances: 1.) they will have the name of God. 2.) they will have the name of the city of God,

and 3.) they will have the new name of Christ. Namedhere designate ownership.

v. 13 Once again the open invitation for all that have ears to hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

V.1471 22 THE JUDGMENT OF LAODICEA

AANd to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write,
6These things says dTrhedVinksseghe Beginring of hadreatiorf ofiGod:a n knofw your
works, that you are neither cold nor hot. | could wish you were cold othdtSo t hen, becauslfe you
and neither cold nor hot, | will vomit you out of My modthii Be ceauysou s ay , o | am rilch, h
and have ne&ahddohot know that yougdre wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and #akéd |
counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, thatyyoel |ma

clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, thdt you may

see®iAs many as | love, | rebuke andiBédlacten.| Theaedoa

and knock. If anyone hes My voice and opens the door, | will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.

ATo him who overcomes | wil!/l grant to sit with Me on
QnHisthrone.zzﬁ He who has an heaar ,t hleetSphirmthearyswto t ry churc
- Laodicea me a rthe rights of the people”  qeople“ruling” (instead of Christ rulinghnd accurately
describes the democratic nature of the present-day church. The Laodicean church finds itself in the middle
of apostasy. It could be called the apostate ecumenical church.
- Laodicea lay about 40 miles southeast of Philadelphia and had become a very wealthy city under Roman
rule from the production and sale of black wool cloth and health care products. They were great
merchants. When destroyed by an earthquake in 60 A.D. it was economically sufficient to rebuild itself
without out s i deeonomie ingependenca terdlad to éulk theschurch into complacency and
spiritual sleep. This is the only church not to receive a commendation from Christ.
V. Amen’ ‘sopeit) i ndi c adowersignty &nd thesertairgy of the fulfillment of His promises.
- Christ is identified as being the faithful and the true witness in contrast to Laodicea which was neither
faithful nor true. They had a reputation of saying and doing whatever it took to preserve their own well-
being.
v.15 Lukewarmness indicates the churches final state, not just an intermediate step in moving from cold to
hot. This is a good description of the Apostate church. Apostasy can be defined as the departure from the
truth that one professed to havBee Appendix Il1I.
v. 16 Lukewarmness means they have had some interest in the things of God, or may even have professed to
be believers without really belonging to Christ. This church receives the most scathing rebuke to be
found in any of the seven church letters because of their lukewarmness.
- God prefers to have us hot (possessing spiritual fervor) or cold (in a state where we know we need Christ)
rather than being lukewarm and making an idle profession without real faith.
- It is more difficult for the Holy Spirit to work on one who is a religionist and feels they are self-sufficient
(like the Pharisees.) | t 6 s easi er t o wi n RhanisdesandSadduceas. publ i car
-We 6ve cycl etdtherconditions thabwere prevalent before Christ came the first time, with the
Pharisees and Sadducees, and Christ is now about to come the second time.
v. 17 Their material wealth blinded them to their spiritual depravity; they were untouched by the gospel.
A N a k B id sharp contrast to those who will be clothed in white raiment and indicates they are unsaved
v . Bugofmé€ i n dselfcsactifieesGold refined in the firé i n dspirctualtthéngs not material.
- Laodicea was famous for their ointment for sore eyes but they needed spiritual eye ointment.
v. 19 When Christ rebukes it is for the purpose of graciously causing us to be drawn closer to Himself.
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v. 20 Christ is viewed here as being on the outsideof this church knocking. How sad. Just as when God

left the temple in Ezekiel 10.

-Some wonoét h e amthoutgoisg thiouglosaffkringy oy poverty, or the death of a loved one.

- The remedy for lukewarmness is to invite Christ in; open the door of faith and fellowship with Him.

v . Qvércorhing” i s her e bebeayingaor tieedordwdasus @hrist. Christ wants us to have this

close personal relationship with Him even sharing His throne with believers.

v. 22 This invitation is good not only for churches, but also individuals. (Admit the excluded Christ.)

- We began with Christ in the midst of the candlesticks and end with Him on the outside. How sad!

- This is the seventh letter to the churches and God completes His work in cycles of seven. Thus this
|l etter brings to a close God’' s p rFoomlhs pointtontheo r e
church is nowhere viewed as being on this earth. The true church of believers has been raptured
up to be with the Lord.

The message to the seven churches found in chapters two and three
of Revelation explains why the rest of the book was written. . . .
so people would REPENT (3:19)

Chapter 4

Aét hings which shall take pl ace
The Church in the Throne Room of Heaven

/ After these things | looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which |
|l i ke a trumpet speaking with me, saying, i Come
t h i ?émmédiately | was inhe Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the thirm®He wh
sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in
appearance like an emeral8 Around the throne were twentgur thrones, and on the thrones | saw twefotyr
elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their Refg.from the throne proceeded
lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the tiimieare the seven Spirjts
of God.® Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the
throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in badke first living creature was like a liotth
second living creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living creafure was
like a flying eagle® The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they
do not restday or night, saying:

AHol vy, hol vy, hol vy,
Lord God Almighty,
Who was and is and is to come! 0

® Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives
forever and ever'® the twentyfour elders fall down &fore Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who |ives
forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying:

AYou are worthy, O Lord,
To receive glory and honor and power;
For You created all things,

QndbyYourWll they exist and were created. 0 /

Chapters 4 & 5 will prepare John and the reader for the outpouring of judgments to follow, showing that

they originate from the throne room of God. The focus of Chapter 4 will be God the Father and the focus

of chapter 5 will be the Lord Jesus Christ who receives and opens the scroll.

v . Afterthesethingg i s a chronol ogi cal p h r atldrd secsiam (outlsed g n a
by Rev. 1:19) of Revelation which is all future. (After the present Church Age and after the Rapture.)
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-The 1 nvit atcomerp e Jtypicabrepresentdtion of the Rapture of the Church as far as
the chronology of events is concerned and also as in coming after an invitation The rapture as a doctrine is
not part of the prophetic foreview of Revelation. The primary focus is the set of events leading up to and
climaxing with the Second Coming of Christ and the prophetic kingdom and eternal state which follow.

- We saw a closed door in Chapter 3, but here we see an open door into heaven.

- From this point on the rapture (1 Thess. 4:13-18) may be viewed as already having taken place and the
Church being in heaven, and as such is not directly mentioned until 22:16. The Church is not mentioned in
connection with the Tribulation judgments and will not go through any part of it (1 Thess. 5:9.)

- In chapters 2 and 3 the emphasis wason i h e a r butrfrgm hére onitison i s e e what gad will do to
those who fail to respond to His speaking.

- Use of the word i mu sindicgates a divine necessity.

V. 2 J o@God thesFatbee an $lis throne, which often speaks of judgment. Throne is mentioned 45
times in Revelation.
v. 3 John’ s des c colompandiofdbnlliaotfeweBod i s one of

- Jasper is a clear jewel probably the equivalent to a diamond (speaking of His purity), while the Sardius is
a ruby red in color (speaking of His redemption). {They were the 1* and last of the stones in breastplate of
high priest. Ex. 28:17-21, signifying he was representing all twelve tribes before the throne of God.}
- Jasper represented Rueben, the 1% of the tribes, and Sardius represented Benjamin, the youngest of the
twelve sons of Jacob. (The first and the last, therefore represent all of the covenanted people.)
- The colorful rainbow speaksof God6s mer cy, grace, and abseeninHhif ul
covenant with man of never again destroying earth by water. Perhaps the rainbow is a reminder that this
coming judgment will be different in nature. The circular rainbow suggests the eternal nature of God.
v. 4 The 24 elders are a representative group just as the OT priests were represented by 24 orders to
represent the whole (1 Chron. 24) and they represent the whole church body (a kingdom of priests) in
glory. White clothing represents righteousness andthev i ¢ t o r &sephamo@vautd have been given
after the Rapture to church age believers at the Bema judgment seat of Christ. This is another evidence for
the pre-tribulation rapture of the church.
v. 5 The lightnings, thunderings (associated with judgment) and voices coming from the throne of God
remind us of the same experience which accompanied the giving of the Law in Exodus 19:16 and are
appropriate here prior to the awful tribulation judgments which will follow because men have broken those
Laws which God gave in Exodus.
-T h eeveh Spirits” (| s a . 11:2) shoul d be uHolg &iritisasevemfdld a s
way rather than as seven individual Spirits. The Holy Spirit will carry out this judgment.
V.6 The sedofglass" t akes us back to the mol t e nclean®ngofthen t
priests, and typifies the sanctifying power of the Word of God. Men are about to be judged for their lack
of cleansing in the shed blood of Christ.
-“Beasts” s houl d blieingbnesahsTheéeégdr & -3)nmepgeseritirgg thd attribudes of Gbd. 2
“full of eyes” God knows a Ormnis@emcelanddDennigeseacs) al | . (
v.7  lion: represents majesty and omnipotence (the book of Matthew presents Christ as King)
calf: represents patience and continuous labor (Mark presents Christ as the Servant of God)
man: t he greatest of aihtdliget@®athd rational paver t(Liuke presente p r
Christ as Human)
eagle: represents sovereignty and supremacy (John presents Christ as the Divine Son of God)
-These “ | ireflactrihg attoibutes®f"God and are designed to give glory, honor, and thanks to God
upon the throne.
- Each of these living creatures seems to possess different qualities that are appropriate in their service to
God.

Are we giving glory to God through our lives?
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Do we neglect the worship of God?

|:: One day every knee will bow and acknowledge Christ as Lord! ::|

v. 8 These living creatures are similar to the seraphim ( me a nbummg one%” ) o f F3swhidh a h
also have six wings each. Their multitude of eyes suggests alertness and constant vigilance and their not
resting suggests a constant attitude of worship. Rest will be unnecessary in heaven.

-Thet hr eoel yf&@&osib@ worship to each member of the Trinity.

- The focus of their worship is on the holiness, omnipotence, and eternality of God.

v. 9 At the appropriate times the living creatures give praise to the eternal God.

v. 10 The 24 elders bow before God out of spontaneous reverence and acknowledge His sovereignty by
casting their crowns before His feet.

I n John’s day when a victorious athlete retu
offer the wreath or crown he had won to his pagan deity. Paul encouraged believers not to lose their
rewards (1 Cor. 9:27) and used rewards to motivate believers to faithfully serve Christ (1 Cor. 3:10-15; 2
Cor. 5:10). Since believers will cast their crowns at the feet of the Lord in worship it does not need to be

considered a selfish motivation; in fact, in Matthew we’'re told t
It is unselfish for the believer to present his
Will you have crowns for your faithful service t o | ay at the Savioro

v. 11 The worship of the elders focuses on the power and glory of God as demonstrated in His creation of
all things. Because no one but God can create, He alone should be worshiped and recognized as
sovereign.

We need to see the terrible judgments which will follow in chapters 6 through 18
in light of the character of God as manifested in the vision in this chapter.
When we see tremendous numbers of people slain in the tribulation period
we need to keep in mind that God is still perfectly holy, just, gracious,
righteous, pure, omnipotent, eternal, and sovereign.
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Chapter 5

The Lamb and The Seven-Sealed Scroll

/ And | saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the ma,@

sevensealThen | saw a strong angel proclaiming with a |o
| oose i iAndn® enainkeawen or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to ook at
it. * So | wep much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to logkBait ibne of the
el ders said to me, ADo not weep. Behold, the Lign of
scroll and to loose its seven sgal®®And | looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four l{ving
creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out inth@learth.” Then He came and took the scroll out of the
right hand of Him who sat on the throne.
8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the tfientelders fell down before the
Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls ffiincense, which are the prayers of the saih#snd they sang 4
new song, saying:
iYou are worthy to take the scroll,
And to open its seals;
For You were slain,
And have redeemed us to God by Your blood
Out of every tribe and tongue and people aatiam,
%And have made us kings and priests to our God:;
And we shall reign on the earth.o
" Then I looked, and | heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders;
and the number of them was ten thousand times trsaéind, and thousands of thousaridssaying with a loud
voice:
AWorthy is the Lamb who was sl ain
To receive power and riches and wisdom,
And strength and honor and glory and bl essing!o
13 And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and tinele@arth and such as are in the sea, gnd
all that are in them, | heard saying:
ABl essing and honor and glory and power
Be to Him who sits on the throne,
And to the Lamb, forever and ever!o
“Then the four |iving cr e gfourelders felsdawnand wérshipee himavhoAvest t h e
Qrever and ever. j

v. 1 This chapter continues the vision of the throne of heaven and introduces John to a seven-sealed scroll in
the hand of God (confirming its source, its authority, and its power) that Christ will open in chapter 6 and
that contains the prophecy of impending events. Undoubtedly, God had been the one to seal this book with

the seven seals suggesting its profound nature. I n John’s day seal s

wer e

documents secret until the authorized person broke the seals and accessed the information. This scroll may

represent the book that Daniel was told to seal up (Daniel 12:4) until the end times.

- The consecutive series of seals suggests that God demonstrates His grace and mercy by releasing these

judgments one at a time as needed to encourage people to repent as opposed to their coming all at once.

v. 2 The identity of this angel is not given but he undoubtedly is high ranking because he speaks with a loud

voice. He is a strong angel, but strength is not the criteria to open this book, authority is.
v. 3 No created being anywhere had the authority to open this book or look upon its contents.

v. 4 John was so impressed with the importance of the little book that he cried when no one was found to

be authorized to open it.
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v . The Libn of the tribe of Judah” ( Ge n elf)icoscerds Ehrix who will gather His people. The
Lioncharacter (power ful a n d Secangl @€oneng. As lvion He isspveraigns o0
deliverer and He is righteous Judge.

- “The Root of David” Chsist (Isaiah 11:1;10; Jer. 23:5; 33:15). Taken together these two titles speak of

Chr i S&ALVASION and RULE. Christ is able to open the book because He overcame the enemies of

God.

Christ is authorized to dispense these judgments upon men because
He is the one that provided a means for all men to escape the judgment.

V. 6 Ladls “( meek and s ufirsticanmg is & viewClhspeaks af His grace and
sacrifice and of His being judged. His standing after having been slain speaks of His resurrection power

over death.

-“Seven horns” s p e a kompulete poiér.s Seveneyes” ( Holy Spirit which w,
Chri st i n John 1d&@mplefe wislgrebackuse thd HolZ $piriti makes’ Hem completely
aware of all that transpires.

- Christ is completely worthy and has full authority and sovereignty to open the book.

v. 7 By taking the scroll out of the hand of God it is signified that authority is given to Christ to execute
judgment and reign over the earth. A parallel passage is in Daniel 7:13-14.

v. 8 Those gathered begin an outpouring of praise because Christ will now begin to execute judgment.

Apart from the trumpet, the harp is the only other instrument mentioned in heavenly worship.

- The importance of prayer is inferred with the reference to bowls of incense held by the 24 elders. It also

tells us that God collects our prayers and they are a sweet perfume unto Him. These prayers are probably

those of the tribulation saints crying out for justice.

v. 9 In their song Christ is declared to be worthy because of His death and redemption of the saints.
making them kings and priests.

- The 24 elders are saints, not angels, because they are redeemed. Angels are not redeemed.

-T h inswsOng” HRedsmption asitstheme; whi oleesong”h eo f“ Job 3 &reationwas s
- Believers today are not fully redeemed, until we receive our eternal bodies (Romans 8:22-23.)

- Three redemptions of the OT were for: servants (Lev. 25:47-55), wife (Deut. 25:5-10; Acts 20:28), and

land (Lev. 25:25). At this point of time in heaven the first two will have been fulfilled; the servants will

have been redeemed with resurrection bodies, and the Church (bride) will have been raptured, but the earth
remains to be redeemed from the curse of sin. This will be accomplished as Revelation unfolds.

v. 10 The third reason for praise in this new song is that they have been made fikings and priests (1 Peter

2:5, 9) and fourthly, they will be blessed when they i s hal |on the eagth whi ch r ef e
Millennium, when Church saints will reign with Christ (Rev. 1:6). This will be the fulfillment o f Chri :
prayerof i Thy ki ngdom come. 0

v. 11 A myriad (innumerable number) of angels now join in ascribing worth to the Lamb.

v. 12 The Lamb is worthy of seven things: to receive power, riches, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and
blessingg The “and” connecti ng e apedalephasibtyeach qudlieyt on ) i
v. 13 This verse views one of the most magnificent scenes of worship in scripture with every creature
giving glory and praise to God and the Lamb. It is probably looking forward in time to the end of history

wh e every kneewillbow t o the Lord J3l&sus Christ (Phil . 2:
v. 14 Worship is extended by t he f our i viAmeg” camdttuhes24agir
themselves before the throne of God.

Do we |live our |ife wijth eternityos

Lord, help us to keep a clear vision of this magnificent unveiling
of the glory and majesty of Christ in heaven.
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Analysis of the Sayings and Hymns Found in Chapters Four & Five

Reference  Addressed To Participants Focus
1. 4:8 God Four Living Creatures Holiness & Power
2. 4:11 God Twenty-four Elders Worthiness because of Creation
3. 5:9-10 Lamb 4 Creatures & 24 EI
4. 5:12 Lamb Myriad of Angels Sevenfold Worthiness
5. 5:13 God & Lamb Every Creature Blessing, Honor, Glory, & Power
Notice the ever-increasing size of the participants from four to every creature. God receives worship first
in the two sayings for His holiness and His power as demonstrated in creation. Then Christ as the Lamb
receives worship through the first song because He has provided redemption as well as through the second
song because of His sacrificial death. These aspirations of worship and praise build up to the final glorious
scene in which every creature praises God and the Lamb.

[: One day every believer will be able to directly worship and praise God.:]

It has been said that we worship God for Who He is and we praise Him for what He has done for us.
John has now seen the holiness of God and he will now see the just side of God as judgment unfolds on
those who have spurned Goddés offer of redeeming

Kthroneandfromthewrathoftheamb!”ﬁFor the great day of His wr ay

Chapter 6
The Six Seal Judgments

voice | i ke t hun dandllooked ancthiseholl mavhits leoese. e who sat on it had a bow; an
crown was given to him, andéhwent out conquering and to conquer.

When He opened the second seal, | hear HAndtherdorse,
fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and ldnahpatib
kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword.

*When He opened the third seal, I heard the t
behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his®hamdil heard a voice in the midst of tH

four Iiving creatures saying, AA quart of wheat
harm the oil and the wine. o
"When He opened the fourth seal, | heard the voice of the fourth livie r e at ur e sayi hSgl

looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with
power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with deatly, duedbieasts of
the earth.

and for the testimony which they hellAnd t hey cried with a |l oud voli
true, unt il You judge and avenge o u'fThénlaaveitd robe mas titeo
each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of the
servants and their brethremho would be killed as they were, was completed.

12| looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun becam
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blddand the stars of heaven fell to the thams a fig tree drops its
late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wititiThen the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and ¢
mountain and island was moved out of its pldéeAnd the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men
commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rg
mountains®®and said to the mountains and rocks, iFal

® When He opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the wo]: of God

ﬂ\low | saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and | heard one of the four living creatures sayin}with a
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This sixth chapter introduces us to the Tribulation Period (see Exhibit K) and it continues through chapter
19.1tisthe 70"we ek of Dani el & s(Daniél 9) Wshal i noted thatthe Raptre of the
Church does not begin the Tribulation Period, but it begins with the signing of a covenant between
Israel and the Antichrist (Dan. 9:27). It stems from disobedience (see Exhibit T).
The events of this chapter closely parallel the events foretold by Christ in Matthew 24:9-31 concerning the
end of the age: (See Exhibit H for a summary of Tribulation events.)

1.) war (Matt. 24:7-9 and Rev. 6:3-4)

2.) famine (Matt. 24:7 and Rev. 6:5-6)

3.) death (Matt. 24:7-9 and Rev. 6:7-8)

4.) martyrdom (Matt. 24:9-10, 16-22 and Rev. 6:9-11)

5.) sun & moon darkened and stars falling (Matt. 24:29 and Rev. 6:12-14)

6.) time of divine judgment (Matt. 24:32 — 25:26 and Rev. 6:15-17)
We will note that the Lamb is associated with the Seals, angels are associated with the Trumpets, and
God is associated with the Bowls or Vials.
First Seal: The Congueror on The White Horse i_(Antichrist)
v. 1 The seven-sealed book is opened by the Lamb revealing the comprehensive program of God
culminating in the Second Coming of Christ.
- The thunder is a symbolic token of the approaching storm of judgments.
-We have t heCoreiamdset” ocfo nfroaunrd s* and after each one
v. 2 The rider of the white horse i s  primae thdt shall come” o f P& knowe ds the Antichrist
(see Exhibitl) who i s to head up the ten nat i comterdedoff e d
all that Christ claims to be. He is the beast out of the sea (Gentiles) in Revelation 13. He casts himself in
the role in which the Jews expected Christ to come the first time, as a conqueror. Christ will come on His
white horse at the end of the Tribulation period.
- This rider comes with an arrowless bow possibly signifying his bloodless victory as a peacemaker which
describes the antichrist at the beginning of the tribulation period in Daniel 9:27 where he makes a peace-
treaty with Israel, but only as a pretense for destroying the Jews. The tribulation period is characterized by
extreme persecution of the Jews. (Timeof Jacob’ s troubl e)
- The crown indicates the antichrist will have a measure of success. (He will conquer three kings.)
Second Seal: The Red Horseman of War
v.30nlyaftert he Lamb breaks the second se€omtandseees t he
v. 4 The rider of the red horse is givenpower to take peace from the earth and to cause men to kill one
another. The red horse symbolizes bloodshed and war. The warfare here may be the one Ezekiel describes
in chapters 38 & 39 as the battle of Gog and Magog.
- The large sword represents the authority to slay people.
- The hope of permanent peace is shattered. The antichrist cannot provide it, the United Nations cannot
provide it; only The Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ Himself can provide peace.
Third Seal: Black Horse With a Pair of Scales (Famine)
v. 5 The black horse symbolizes famine and the balances in his hand indicates he controls commerce and
prices.
v. 6 Famine is the result of the wars seen in the second seal. One Roman denarius was worth the wages for
a day’ s wor k ( Mat t . on&niasire 0 Wheata(abalt aiguart) ox threemedasurbs wfy
cheaper barley. This was enough to feed a person for one day with no money for anythingelseé f a mi ne .
- The rich will be spared from this famine more than the poor, but will not escape the coming sixth seal.
- Sparing the oil and wine (both used as medicine) shows a measure of Go d 6 s amé&lst jedgment.
Fourth Seal: Pale Horse of Death
v. 7 Only after the fourth seal is opened does the fourthbe a s t Camna andsee” f olasttitmér e
v. 8 The rider of this pale horse is Death and he was followed by Hades, the grave, or place of the dead.
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- These four instruments of judgment (sword, famine, disease, & beasts) are the same ones God used upon
Jerusalem in Ezekiel 14:21. They’  re t he same Oauemno@Rgandinar ned t
Matthew 24 by Christ Himself.

- John learns that this rider has power over ¥ of the earth to kill. If indeed ¥ of the population is killed by

this judgment, this amounts to the greatest loss of life ever recorded in history. This is indeed a devastating
judgment awful beyond wor ds .RBonttoseiwbko cldira thdt tihd chuech y
is still present during this judgment, something has gone terribly wrong in light of Rev. 3:10 which
promises that church age believers will be kept from it.

- OT prophets spoke of this terrible time: Jer. 30:7; Joel 2:1-3

- Matthew spoke of this terrible time: Matthew 24:21-22

- This dark hour of human history is in sharp contrast to the bright hope of the imminent return of
Christ for His Church which precedes this tribulation.

- Verses one through eight tells us the means used to kill this vast number and verses nine through 17

show us the results.

Fifth Seal: Cry of the Martyrs in Heaven for Revenge

v. 9 The scene shifts to heaven and John is shown those who will be martyred for their faith in Christ, for

the same reason John was exiled to the isle of Patmos.

- Chapter 7 is going to show us that a great multitude will be saved when the Tribulation begins.

v. 10 These tribulation martyrs (spoken of by Christ in Matt. 24:9) cry out for God to judge their
persecutors who are still living, marking the change of dispensation because the age of grace is ended and

now reverts back to the OT principle of dealing with the wicked (Psa. 94:1-3) with divine retribution.

- Their cry is heard, but the answer is delayed until more tribulation saints are tested unto death for their
faithfulness.

v. 11 Each martyr received a white robe for their faithfulness and weretoldt o wai t f ar Godoéd
- God will avenge the blood of His servants (Deut. 32:39-43; Heb. 10:28-31) but He will not do so until

Christ returns in chapter 19 to judge their adversaries.

Sixth Seal: Cosmic Disturbances

v. 12 This judgment differs from the previous ones in that it is originated by God Himself, not man.

- These judgments should be interpreted as being literal, since men hid themselves in caves and Christ refers

to these events in Luke 21:11, 25-26 and gives no indication it is symbolic.

- No man can escape from the wrath of God except through Jesus Christ.

- Earthquakes are predicted by prophets: Joel 2:10 and Christ Himself in Matthew 24:7.

- The sun and moon becoming darkened was predicted in Isa. 13:10; Ezek. 32:7; Joel 2:10, 31; Amos 8:9;

Matt. 24:29; Mark 13:24-25; and Luke 21:25.

- The reddening of the moon was predicted in Joel 2:31 and Acts 2:20.

v. 13 The stars falling were also predicted in Isaiah 34:4, Matthew 24:29 and Mark 13:25 but these are in

contrast to the stars that Christ holds securely in His hand in Rev. 1:16.

v. 14 Heaven departing as a scroll was foretold in Isaiah 34:4. The universe will appear to be coming apart.

God is getting the full attention of men so they will repent and turn to Him.

v. 15 God gets the attention of all men from all walks of life and they are filled with fear and want to hide.

v. 16 Amazingly, now men will have a greater fear of the wrath (anger) of God and the Lamb than they

will of the physical consequences of the terrible judgments on this earth that may cost them their lives.

They would rather die than be subjected to Godbéd
v.17Thegr eat day o has &eadybsgumith these judgments and since church age believers

are promised to be kept from the wrath of God (1 Thess. 1:10; Romans 5:9) the rapture has occurred

before the tribulation begins.

-“The day of wrath” is t he whole peri od &G" Week ef Dapieleltaista t r
distinct period of time unique from all others (Jer. 30:7). It is worldwide and most severe.

-Today we &geofgracel nwhbee“ neit her t merthewiched judgad, b ar ¢
in the tribulation period the wrath of God will be poured out on the wicked.
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- The first six seals are a continuation of the Aibeginning of sorrows (Matt. 24:8; Mark 13:8) but the last
half is a time of even greater persecution for tribulation believers and the Jewish nation, of which two
thirds will be killed. (Zechariah 13:8)

-The

The book of Revelation discredits those who claim that God is so

|l oving that He wil/ never judge peopl e

In the final analysis, each individual decides whether or not they will
go into the Tribulation by their acceptance or rejection of Christ.

answer is obvious to whoés alfleitons@rie” qooletkote wlmoby o f
Godods g rewedto Himanaput their faith in Christ will be able to stand.

|l f we do not accept Gododls offer
in Jesus Christ then we must face His judgment.

Chapter 7

The Evangelists of the Great Tribulation

of gr

/ !After these things | saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds o%e earth,

that the wind Bould not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any ffEeen | saw another angel ascending from the
east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to

harm the earth and the se®sayingfi Do not harm the earth, the sea,

our God on t HAnd theafdathe enimber dfsthose who were sealed. One hundred andotorty

thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed:

®of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed:;

of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed;

®of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed:;

of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sdal

of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed,;
"of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed:;
of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed;

of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed;
8of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thoushwere sealed:

of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed;
of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed.

°After these things | looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations

or t he

tribes,

peoples, and tonguestanding before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches

intheirhands®®and crying out with a |loud voice, saying,

nSal v

t o t h e ™Al therdmdeld stood arourttie throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their

faces before the throne and worshiped Géshying:

iAmen! Bl essing and glory and wisdom,

Thanksgiving and honor and power and might,

Be to our God forever and ever. Amen. 0

“Then one of the elders answered, saying to me,
fromfAnd | said to him, ASir, you know. o So he g

AWho a
aid t

tribulation, and washed their robes antade them white in the blood of the Lamib.Ther ef ore t hpy ar e

throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell amorf

g them.

S They shall neither hunger a r pongrikeethem mor arty heatfid tor gt yhrao r
Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And (God will

kwipe away every tear from their eyes. 0 /
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Chapter 7 answers the question posed in the last verse of ¢ h a pMheigabléto starid (before the

t hrone and t he L acodrect®he postilbieiinspressibnahattalenmankimd will be killed
during the tribulation period. The answer to this question will be the 144,000 and a great redeemed
multitude which no man could number will be able to stand before the Lamb.

This chapter does not advance the narrative of Chapter 6, but instead should be viewed as a parenthesis in
which the Grace and Mercy of God are demonstrated during this terrible time of judgment. Itis a lull in
the storm of judgmenttos h o w  @werdyans to prepare those who will obey for the worst.

v. 1 This verse takes us back to the beginning of the tribulation period. The four angels are probably

di fferent f r o rhispomtyTheder wnds (Is.€le2nler.t4D36; Matt. 24:31; Jer. 49:36-38;
Dan. 7:2; Hos. 13:15) are universal judgments. The earth, sea, and tree should be taken literally (v.3).

v. 2 Another angelic messenger appears from the east which is the direction that divine salvation often
originates from in scripture (Gen. 2:8; Ezek. 43:1-4; Isa. 41:2; Num. 2:3; Matt. 2:1; 24:27). On the other

hand divine judgment also often originates from the east (Job 27:21; Psa. 48:7; Isa. 27:8; 46:11,;

Ezek.17:10; 19:12; 27:26; Dan. 11:44; Hosea 13:15; Jonah 4:8).

v. 3 The angel is instructed to withhold judgment until after the servants of God had been sealed.

- The seal is a sign of possession, protection, and preservation. Old Testament saints who repented were
sealed (visibly) in their foreheads for protection (Ezek. 9:4). Believers today are sealed invisibly (Eph. 1:13-
14; 4:30; 2 Cor. 1:22). The antichrist will also seal his followers (Rev. 13:16-18; 14:9, 11; 16:2; 19:20).

v. 4 The 144,000 represent the godly remnant of Israel on earth during the Tribulation who will preach the
gospel of the kingdom world-wide (Matt. 24:14) and lead many others to Christ (probably the greatest
revival the world has ever known) and will shine as stars described by Daniel in Dan. 12:3. Up to this point

| srael has never fulfilled God s 496u60:5) suenowo f b e i
during the tribulations he wi I I finally fulfill Godbés purpose
v. 5-8 12,000 Jewish believers (physical descendants of Abraham) were sealed from each of the tribes:
Judah, Reuben, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, and Benjamin.
Deuteronomy 33 mentions 13 tribes including Dan which is here omitted. Dan was the first tribe to go into
idolatry (Lev. 24:11) and was located the farthest away from Jerusalem.

- There are at least 19 listsof J ac ob 6 s s ons i n,butroteone ftthdm isTtlee satneasritieose t
listed here. Twelve tribes are always listed and they represent all the tribes. How do we know today which
tri be a Jew bel d&oddksowstara those\waaled avidl knowtwhen they dre sealed. It should
be noted that the 12 tribes are not lost to God. Nor were they lost in the days of James (James 1:1) and
Peter (1Peter 1:1).

v. 9 This great multitude of martyred dead represent those who died during the Tribulation for their

faith in Christ and NOW STAND BEFORE THE LAMB. This answers the question asked in 6:17.

- This passage clearly shows that multitudes (both Jew and Gentile) will be saved after the Rapture of the
Church. Thoeeyerfrreef erred to as the “ &@mwr'ch” but are r
- The white robes represent righteousness and purity. The palms represent victory and joy.

- 2 Thess. 2:7 poses no problem since the Holy Spirit 6 s will ceveréto what it was before Pentecost.

- This verse shows the nation Israel will finally be the witness to the entire world that God has desired

of them from their beginning (Isa. 49:6).

God has a purpose for Israel and He will preserve
the godly remnant to accomplish that purpose.

v. 10 This innumerable company of tribulation believers is seen worshiping God and the Lamb for their
salvation (deliverance from the tribulation and victory).

v. 11 The angelic host joins in the worship of God.

v. 12 The heavenly host offers this sevenfold doxology that God is worthy to receive throughout eternity.
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v. 13 One of the elders anticipates the question John has in his mind concerning the identity of this group.
v. 14 The elder confirms that this group of martyrs is from the Tribulation period.

v. 15 The previous verse tells why this group is in heaven and this verse describes what the martyred
Tribulation saints do in the presence of the Lord, they serve Him.

- Heaven is not only a place of rest from earthly toil but it is also a place of privileged service.

-The wdawelld e anrnabernaclk” “and t hus t hi $&lfillmeny of theeFeasteofs e n 1
Tabernacles (Deut. 16:13-15; Neh. 8:15).

v. 16 This verse shows that saints in heaven will be delivered from the afflictions of life such as hunger,
thirst, and the heat of the sun (which will all be intensified during the Tribulation).

v. 17 The Lamb performs the functions of a shepherd, in that he will lead and feed His own and God, who
is the Fountain of Life, will graciously wipe away their tears.

-The graciousness of God is once again demonstrated in this chapter with the thoughts given in verses 16
and 17 that grief and tears will be over when saints get to heaven. Saints will be occupied with the glory,
beauty, and absolute wonder of the Savior.

Scripture gives three purposes for the tribulation (see Exhibit H):

Chapter seven deals with one of the purposes of the tribulation period: worldwide revival. In verses 1-8
we saw the means (the witness of the 144,000) and in verses 9-17 we saw the result (an innumerable
company that believe). This revival will fulfill Matthew 24:14. The second purpose is to end wickedness
(Isa. 13:9; 24:19-20). The third purpose is to break the power (stubborn will) of the Jews (Dan. 12:7) so
the Jews as a nation will finally come to faith. The means is given in Exodus 20:34-38.

Chapter 8

The 7" Seal and The First Four Trumpets

When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half dArtbuirsaw the seve
angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trufihetsanother angel, having a golden cenger,
came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints
upon thegolden altar which was before the throrfnd the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints,
ascended before Go dThénrthe engd thok thecerpe, [filted it withafiredrom the altar,
threw it to the earth. And there menoises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthqui®e.the seven angels who
had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.

"The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and they were thrown to the earth. And
a third ofthe trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.

8Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into|the sea,
and a third of the sea became blod&ind a third of the living creatures in theasdied, and a third of the ships wefe
destroyed.

%Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the
rivers and on the springs of watéfThe name of the star is Wormwood. A third of tlgevs became wormwoo
and many men died from the water, because it was made bitter.

2Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the [stars, so
that a third of them were darkened. A third of the déd not shine, and likewise the nightand I looked, and |
heard an angel flying through the midst of heav
&he earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three ahgelswwr e about to

v. 1 The 7" Seal is opened and continues the Chapter 6 narrative. This 7" Seal contains the seven
Trumpet judgments and the seven bowls of wrath that will be poured out before Christ returns to earth.

- The three series of seven judgments are really included in one series of seven judgments since the seven
Bowl judgments are the seventh Trumpet and the seven Trumpet judgments are the seventh Seal
judgment.
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- The half-hour of silence may be compared to the silence before a jury foreman reads a verdict where
everyone waits to see the outcome. The silenceh ei ght ens t he expect @tfollovn o
and all of heaven is silenced because of the coming terror.

v. 2 These seven angels have been appointed to administer the Trumpet judgments.

- Trumpets were used to sound times of public assembly, gathering armies (Num. 10:9-10), and to
announce important occasions such as the first of every month, special feast days, and judgments. In the
context of this passage this trumpet indicates divine judgment in the Day of the Lord (Zech. 1:14-16).

v. 3 The Altar of Incense was used in the Temple to fill it with smoke which would rise up to heaven
symbolizing worship and prayers. The saints on earth are praying for justice on their persecutors. The
censer was a golden instrument used to take burning coals off the altar to carry them into the Holy of Holies
where the incense was added, but here it is an instrument of judgment.

v. 4 Prayers go up before God and judgments come down. (The incense speaks of the perfections of
Christ.) It is only through Christ that our prayers are mediated to God.

v. 5 The burning coals are cast to the earth in preparation of the first Trumpet. (A wake-up call for men.)

- The fire is symbolic of judgment and results in the symbols of catastrophe: lightning, thunder, and an
earthquake.

v. 6 In response to this heavenly scene of prayers ascending to God the seven angels prepare to deliver
the trumpet and bow! judgments.

|:: The object of these judgments is to encourage hostile unbelievers to repent. ::|

v. 7 1 Trumpet i Hail and fire mingled with blood burn up 1/3 of the trees and all green grass.

- This judgment parallels the tenth plague and is directed toward vegetation (Ex. 9:23-26; Ezek. 38:22).

- Man is as grass in his littleness and frailty (Isa. 40:6). The tree is a picture of man in his pride, as
Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel four. Israel had been warned in Deut. 28:58-62 the plagues of Egypt would be
brought upon them for disobedience. Jeremiah 30:7 calls thisth et i“"me of Jacobds trou
v. 8 2™ Trumpet i_A great mountain (volcano or meteor) burning with fire was cast into the sea making

it become blood.

v. 9 1/3 of sea-life and ships are destroyed. (This should be interpreted literally just as the Egyptian plague.)
These are clearly super-natural happenings.

v. 10 3" Trumpet i _a great star burning like a lamp falls upon the rivers and springs of fresh water. v.

11 This star named “Wormwood” makes 1/ 3 of the fresh water bi
- Wormwood is a plant found in the Middle East and known for its bitter taste. In Deuteronomy 29:18 and
again in Lamentations 3:15 and 3:19 it is used figuratively for bitterness.

- This seems to parallel a passage in Jeremiah 9 where wormwood is used for bitter judgment:

fi Ad theLorDs ai d , fBecause they have forsaken My | aw which
nor walked according to itibut they have wal ked according to the d
Baals, which their fatherstag h t  ttheeefore thus saysth®rpo f hosts, the God of | sr
feed them, this people, with wormwood, and give them

v. 12 4" Trumpet i 1/3 of the sun, moon, and stars were smitten with darkness. (Parallels Luke 21:25-

26 and Joel 1:15 —2:11.) Darkness is a symbol of judgment and was foretold (Amos 5:18; Isa. 13:1).

-The first three Trumpets relate to the earth, but this one relates to the heavens. It was on the fourth day

that God created light; here He dims it with the fourth trumpet, a reminder to men that He controls it.

v. 13 This judgment contains three warnings (Woes) of the remaining 5", 6™, and 7" Trumpet judgments

which will be even more severe because they will directly affect men. These judgments are a direct
wake-up call from God to unbelieving men. He will shake them as never before so they will realize who
Heisandrepentand turn to Him before itdéds too | ate, be
- Scripture gives us an example of a double woe in Ezekiel 16:23 but this is the only triple woe.
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[: If men refuse to avail themselves of the grace of God they must face His judgment. :]

- Just as Jericho fell with the blast of Trumpets, this world also will fall withtheb | ast of Ge d 0 s
of judgment. These judgments are in part a response to the prayers of the tribulation martyrs.

Chapter 9

The Fifth & Sixth Trumpets
(The First Two Woes)

/ Then the fifth angel sounded: And | saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him waheykey to t
bottomless pit’And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke of a great|furnace.
So the sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke of ffiagpitout of the smoke locusts came upon|the
earth.And to them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have foley.were commanded not to hafm
the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their
foreheads>And they were not giveawthority to kill them, but to torment them for five months. Their torment|was
like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a nfamthose days men will seek death and will not find it; they
desire to die, and death will flee from theffihe shap of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle. On their
heads were crowns of something like gold, and their faces were like the faces 5f imeny had haifr | i ke
hair, and their t e°ndiheywnadrbeastplatds ékeehstplatessobiron, ane thehsound pf
their wings was like the sound of chariots with many horses running into B&Ftiey had tails like scorpions, an
there were stings in their tails. Their power was to hurt men five motwrsd they had as king ewthem the ange
of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Af@nigamoe is past
Behold, still two more woes are coming after these things.
*Then the sixth angel sounded: And | heard a voice from thehfims of the golden altar which is before Gqd,
“saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet
E u p h r d&°8oetle foar angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and yeae|easeel
to kill a third of mankind®Now the number of the army of the horsemen was two hundred million; | heard the
number of them:’And thus | saw the horses in the vision: those who sat on them had breastplates of figry red,
hyacinth blue, and sulfuyellow; and the heads of the horses were like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths
came fire, smoke, and brimston#y these three plagues a third of mankind was Killeg the fire and the smok
and the brimstone which came out of their moutfZor their power is in their mouth and in their tails; for thejr
tails are like serpents, having heads; and with them they do KBt the rest of mankind, who were not killed py
these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that thelg stasuvorship demons, and idols of gold,
\silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear norisikl they did not repent of their murdefs

ifRel

or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.

v. 15" Trumpet & 1% Woe i_Demons to Torment Unbelievers for Five Months

-Thetar of v er dregelligent leeing (si nadn c¢ a&thiedd d hedopehed ) hahfallen
from heaven to earth. The identity of this being is probably none other than Satan himself whose fall is
described in Isa. 14:12-17; Ezek. 28:12-17 and Luke 10:18.

- The timing of this fall may be after the warfare in heavementioned in Revelation 12:7-9, where Satan is
cast out of heaven so he cannot continue accusing the brethren (middle of Tribulation).

- Th ebottomless pit (abyss)” i sbode bf 8atan (v. 11; 20:1-3) some demons (Luke 8:31; 2 Peter 2:4;
Jude 6) and is located in the lower parts of the earth (Eph. 4:9). It is a temporary jail and the origin of the
beast (11:7; 17:8); and the place where Satan will be imprisoned during the Millennium (20:2-3). The
final place of judgment will be the Lake of Fire (see Exhibit W).

-Thekey™ 1 s a authormityoahd Satarf uses it to open the bottomless pit to allow demonic
oppression. It will be a sample of HELL on earth.
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v. 2 The blinding smoke is the strong delusion of Satan, which blocks out the light of the gospel. The
smoke here relates to judgment, doom, and torment (9:17,18; 18:9; 19:3).

-Thdocusts” ar e a vi sual hordespfrdamsns Inosedupon thereartio Liocusts veee used
by God in the Old Testament as a divine judgment against a wicked world. These demons have the same
function as the OT locusts and men will seek death because of the agony, but not find it.

v. 3 The locusts here are probably demons. They are described as locusts because they perform the same
function of judgment that locusts performed in the Old Testament in Exodus 10:12-15. In Deuteronomy
28:38 God warned Israel that their disobedience would bring locusts.

v. 4 These demons are restricted from harming vegetation but are given the limited authority to harm but
not kill thosewhoaren ot pr ot ect e d Godiwill prote<Gtdid Ovm. s e a |

v. 5 The demons are given authorityto torment unbelievers for a period of five months. A Not ki | |
t hem, oblyt téo(r ment edo s h o wFEheywill bringhdtnRo@ Wot death. Go d .

- The purpose of these terrible jJudgments is to bring men to repentance. The Old Testament prophet Joel

in 2:11-13 encourages the Jews in the tribulation period to repent:

For theday of theLoRDIis great and very terrible Wh o can endure it ?LoRDNow, t her
fiTurn to Me with allyourheart Wi t h f asti ng, with weeping, and with
and not your garmas; Return to theLoRD your God For He isgraciousandmerciful, Slow to anger,

and ofgreat kindnessAnd He relents from doing harm.

v. 6 Once again we see the graciousness of God in not allowing men to take their own lives. They still have a
chance to repent.

v. 7 The description here supports the interpretation that the locusts are demons. Their crowns symbolize

their victory over the men they oppress. They resemble men, but they are not men. They are demons.

v. 8 Having the hair of women (long) suggests their wildness or strength (Samson). Lion-like teeth denote
ferociousness.

v. 9 Breastplates as iron gave them the appearance of invulnerability and even their sound is terrifying.

v. 10 The elements of v. 5 are repeated to stress the awfulness of their power to hurt people.

v. 11 Satan is their king and in his place he is worshipped as Abaddon and Apollyon, which both mean
“destroyer. ” This i s furtherdemoosnf i rmati on that these
v. 12 This verse clarifies that the 5™ Trumpet is the 1% Woe and the 6™ Trumpet is the 2" Woe and the 7"
Trumpet is the 3™ Woe.

v. 13 The 6™ Trumpet & 2™ Woe i_Demonic Army of 200 Million Kill 1/3 of Men

- This Woe is partially an answer to the prayers of the persecuted saints for justice.

- Each Woe shows an escalation in the severity of judgment. They go from pain to death.

- Probably the angel of 8:3 is the one that now speaks near the four horns (symbolic of power).

v. 14 These four angels are unholy angelss i nce t hey &dourd” dé Sadibe2dpasd 2
and they go forth to execute judgment in slaying 1/3 of men. This is a devastating judgment.

v. Anbout” ( KJV) stheohodr'd aored “i't designat esxtalcdtl yt hait
appointed time. (It is not the duration of the judgment.)

- The result of this judgment is 1/3 of men being slain. This now amounts to about %2 o f t he e:
population being killed since the beginning of the tribulation.

v. 16 In this verse we see an army of 200 million demons from the Euphrates River which was the eastern
boundaryof t he i deal promised | and as given in Gen.
v. 17 We see an awesome demonic army which crushes those that oppose it, killing one third of the men

on earth.

Where is the peace the antichrist offered? Something
has gone terribly wrong with his plan for peace.

v. 18 Fire, smoke, and brimstone are natural elements that God used to bring judgment in the Old
Testament (Gen. 19:24, 28).
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v. 19 These demonic creatures have deadly tails.
v. 20 Amazingly, the unbelieving survivors are still unrepentant. They break the 1% & 2" command-
ments and idolatry deeps them from repenting. The hardness of the human heart prevents their fear of
God from turning them to repentance and acceptance of Christ. What a terrible picture of human depravity.
(Punishment does not bring repentance. This counters the false concept of Purgatory.)
v. 21 These unresponsive people will continue in their moral sins of murder, sorcery, sexual immorality,

and theft (violations of the 6™, 7™, and 8" Commandments). These sins keep men from repenting.

Ironically, Satan is the source of all this suffering, but they are still worshipping him and his idols.
Godds purpose of wrath is to bring about repe

Chapter 10
The Mighty Angel With The Little Book

/ ! saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a rainbov% on his
head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars offire had a little book open in his haniind he set hi
right foot on the sea and his left foot on the lalaahd cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he cfied
out, seven thunders uttered their voic®&ow when the seven thunders uttered their voices, | was about to write; but
lheard a voice from heaven saying to me, ASeal up t
t h e AThedangel whom | saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his hand tc’aedssvore by Him
who lives forever and ever, whoeated heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and the things that arg in it,
and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be delay no IGmgen the days of the sounding of the
seventh angel, when he is about to sound, theemyyst God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the
prophets.

Then the voice which | heard fr
in the hand of the angel wh%olwemnd

i t 1l e t o
e
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the it book. 0 And he said m
honey in y%benmbutbok the [|itt)] b
my mouth. But when | had eaten it, my stomach became biter.d he s
many peopl es, nations, tongues, an

ings. o
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This chapter, like chapter seven, does not advance the narrative, but is a parenthesis from 10:1 to 11:14
that showsus Go d 6 s imtkermedst of wrath and judgment. John, now on earth, interrupts the sequence
of Trumpet judgments between the 6™ and 7" Trumpets shifting the emphasis from the outpouring of
Go d’ s omunbelievérs to the consolation and encouragement of believers.

v. 1 The description of this angel might well indicate that it is Christ Himself. Christ is referred to in the Old
Test ame nAngelafsthe tard® { Ex . @auid commonly hswciated with divine presence.
The rainbow is the sign of the Noahic Covenant and speaks of divine faithfulness and mercy in the midst
of divine judgment. His face had a glorious countenance (Shekinah glory) and His feet as pillars of fire
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remind us of the wilderness experience inwhichGod 6és hol i nes s, werermanyfested.a n d |

v. 2 The little book is probably a differentf r om t he one we saw in Chri
seals because a different and rare Greek word is used to describe it (biblaridion vs. biblion). The book is
open but its contents are not revealed. Standing upon the sea and the earth symbolizes his authority over
the whole world (Psa. 24:1). This thought is repeated three times in this short chapter (v. 2, 5, 8). Christ is
about to take back control of this earth from Satan (Deut. 11:24).

v. 3 His cry as a lion is a cry of power and victory over the enemies of God that inhabit the earth (Joel 3:16).
His majestic cry produces seven peals of thunder, which warns of approaching storms (judgment).

v. 4 John was told not to write the things he heard from the seven thunders. This reveals that while God has
revealed much to us, there are still secrets that He does not see fit to reveal to man at this time. It reminds us
of the instructions given to Daniel in Dan. 12:4, 9 where Daniel is told to seal up the contents he had been
shown because some truths would not be understood until history revealed them, but here John is instructed
not to even write them down. John understood, but it was for his ears only.
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- Thunder is the voice of the Lord in judgment (1 Samuel 7:10, Psalm 18:13).

v. 5 Lifting the right hand toward God was and is a customary gesture when making a solemn oath (Gen.
14:22; Deut. 32:40; Dan. 12:7).

v. 6 The oath emphasizes the certainty of the message. The announcement of this angel was that there will

be no further delay. The tribulation martyrs would have to wait no longer f or vi ndi cati on
longsuffering is running out, His fury is about to fall upon the wicked. Sin has been reigning but Go d 6 s
prophetic time clock is about to strike with the seventh Trumpet.

v. 7 This verse tells us that the sounding of the seventh Trumpet brings about the completion of the
mystery of God as declared to His servants the prophets.

- This mystery is different from the seven mysteries of scripture: 1.) Mystery of Go d 6 s (Eph.il:9) 12.)
Mystery of iniquity (the devil in flesh) (2 Thess. 2:7) 3.) Mystery of godliness (1 Tim. 3:16) 4.) Mystery of
God (Col. 2:2) 5.) Mystery of the seven stars (Rev. 1:20) 6.) Mystery of the woman on the beast (Rev.
17:7) and 7.) Mystery of Israel (Rom. 11:25). {These seven denote something previously unknown but now
revealed by the Word of God.}

-This mystery of God probably refers to previouslyu nr eveal ed detai |l s ofthatGo d:
will take place so the kingdom of the world can become the kingdom of Christ (11:15). God had revealed

His plans for the future kingdom to His servants the prophets in former times, but only partially (Heb. 1:1-2)

and He will now reveal no more than what He reveals to John.

v. 8 John is instructed to take the little book from the angel.

v. 9 John is instructed to take and eat (symbol for appropriating knowledge — Jer. 15:16-18; Ezek. 3:1-4)

v. 10 John follows the instructions to take and eat the little book. It will be sweet to some because of its
grace, its redemption, its peace, its mercy, and its hope (Psalm 19:9-10), but bitter to others because of its
wrath and judgment.

v. 11 John is instructed to prophesy againt he contents of t he bookl9he
concerning many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings. It would be a widespread worldwide message of
warning to unbelievers and of encouragement to believers.

Chapter 11

The Two Witnesses and Introduction to The Seventh Trumpet

4 lThen I was given a reed | ike a measuring rod. And t
God, the altar, and those who worship théefi@.B u t |l eave out theewmpleranddahatch i s
measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city underfoot fowdontpnths.

And | wi || give power to my two witnesses, and they

clothedh s a ¢ k*FHese @rh thedtwo olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the earth.
°And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants
to harm them, he must be killed ifistmannerThese have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the dalys of
their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as
often as they desire.
"When they finish their testimonyiet beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war against them,
overcome them, and kill thefnd their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called
Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucifiédenthose from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will
see their dead bodies thramd-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into grd¥&sd those who
dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to oneegrttbause these two prophets
tormented those who dwell on the earth.
“Now after the thre@and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their fee, and
great fear fell on those who saw theiAnd they heard a loud voiceoffm heaven saying to| them,
And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw’fherie same hour there was a great
earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and #re rest w
afraid and gave glory to the God of heavkithe second woe is past. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly.
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“Then the seventh angel sounded: And there werle

iwe give You thanks, O Lord God Al mighty,

The One who is and who was and wétoi come,

Because You have taken Your great power and reigned.

®The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come,

And the time of the dead, that they should be judged,

And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints,

And those whéear Your name, small and great,

And should destroy those who destroy the earth

have become the kingdomsoftuor d and of His Christ, an%ndkhetwsnyal |
four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshipet€agihg:

o

|l oud
re

*Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple. |And there
Kwere lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and begiat /

This chapter reveals the testimony of the two witnesses that starts at the beginning of the tribulation and
reveals reactions to their witness. It continues the parenthetical section which began in chapter 10 and will
run through chapter 14, with the exception of verses 15 — 19 which introduce the seventh Trumpet.
v. 1 John becomes an active participant, not merely an observer, and is invited to measure the temple.
-Herod’' s temple was destroyed in 70 ADtheltempletwille R
be rebuilt. (Matthew 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:1-13; Daniel 9:27; 12:11) The antichrist will desecrate it in the
middle of the tribulation.

- Only priests could enter the temple but non-priests could approach the brazen altar with their sacrifices.
- The measuring of Jerusalem is done in Zechariah 2, the measuring of the millennial Temple in Ezekiel
40, and the measuring of the New Jerusalem in Revelation 21 and in each case seems to signify the area
belongs to God. It is an evaluation of His property prior to the regathering of His chosen people.

God is claiming ownership of the temple and the altar. He is the
judge of manés worship and charjacter

- These two are persons, prophets, powerful, persecuted, preserved, slain, resurrected, and raptured!
- Some say: Moses and Elijah, because of the similarities of miracles performed and because both of them
were present on the mount at the Transfiguration of Christ. (1 Kings 17; Malachi 4:5; Exodus 7—11; Luke
9:29-32). See Exhibit Q for details on these arguments.
- The two witnesses may be two new prophets raised up during the Tribulation. The identity of these two is
not given so we must conclude their work is more important than their identity.
v. 4 The olive tree and lampstand imagery is used in Zechariah 4 where the olive oil pictures the power of
Holy Spirit and the lampstand pictures their Godly witness. The ministry of the two witnesses resembles
that of Zerubbabel and Joshua who were empowered by the Holy Spirit and sought to restore Israel after a
previous exile (Zech. 4:2, 3, 11-14).
v. 5 These two will be able to protect themselves by calling down fire from heaven as Elijah (2 Kings 1:10-
14). They will have divine protection.
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v. 2 The 42 months, which is the second 3% year period, or lasthal f o f D'aWeekebeginsat tfie 0
“middle of theweék s poken of i1 n Daniel 9:27.

- T h d@imes of the Gentiles Exhibit B) of Luke 21:24 will end with the Second Coming of Christ.
v. 3 The two witnesses will prophesy 1260 days (the first 3 %2 years) mourning in sackcloth (Isa. 37:1-2;
Dan. 9:3) symbolizing approaching judgment and the need for repentance.
- The Law and the gospel are to be established by two witnesses (Deut. 17:6; 19:15; Matt. 11:2-3; 18:16;
21:1; Mark 6:7; John 8:17) There were two angels at the resurrection tomb, two men appeared to the
di sciples at the Lord’'s astwoebptevatoWITNESESn d t he
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v. 6 At their discretion they can withhold rain (James 5:17), turn water to blood, and smite the earth with
plagues. The purpose is to punish the people for sin and cause them to repent. This will be the fifth time in
history when God will enable a few men to do unusually spectacular signs and wonders. The other four were:
1)Moses&Joshua 2.) Elijah & Elisha 3.) Daniel & hi
on earth.

V. 7 beastoat of‘the pit” | dAntithhist who is empowered by Satan and he will be allowed to kill
the two witnesses only after they complete their mission.

v.8 Their bodies lie in the streets of Jerusalem which was considered a gross indignity (Psa. 79:2-3). Sodom
is synonymous with immorality and Egypt with idolatry.

v. 9 Television is probably the means of worldwide viewing, but alternately it could mean that people from
all over the world may be there in person and see this 3 % day event. Their witness is not over yet.

v. 10 Here we see the only rejoicing in the tribulation by earth-dwellers (which shows their wickedness),
but their false joy is short-lived.

V. 11 The un rrgoxiagturnata fear awGod taide$ tkem up and they ascend into heaven.
This is a final warningf or t he unrepentantnteted 8Seews Thai past
already having happened.

- The sign of the resurrection is the last sign Christ offered to the Pharisees (Matt. 12:38-40) and it became
a symbol of the absolute power of God (just as the Exodus was in OT times). Once again that sign is given
to these unrepentant persons.

v. 12 The earth-dwellers hear the voice of Christ call up the two raised-up witnesses and they ascend in a
cloud, just like Christ did (Acts 1:9), and just like the church will (1 Thess. 4:17).

v. 13 As an aftermath to the resurrection of these two witnesses a great earthquake destroys a tenth of the
city and kills 7,000 men. The remnant of Jewish believers are encouraged and rejoice and rightfully give
glory to God when they see this sign of victory.

v. 14 This transitional verse ties the events of verse 13 together with the sixth Trumpet judgment in 9:21.
This ends the 2" WOE, and the 3rd WOE, which is the 6th Trumpet, will follow.

v. 15 Now John returns back to heaven to view the next scene where he hears the announcement that the
long-awaited eternal reign of Christ over earth will soon begin (2 Sam. 7:12-16; Isa. 9:6-7; Matt. 6:9-13).

v. 16 The 24 elders prostrate themselves in worship before God; in contrast to the rebellion on earth.

v. 17 Here we see the thanksgiving statement of the 24 elders, who represent the church saints in heaven,
as they anticipate the reign of Christ over the earth.

v. 18 The elders continue to anticipate the very near future events such as the resurrection and reward of
the righteous dead at the end of the Tribulation. Those fiwho destoy the earth éuch as Satan, Babylon,
the beast, and the false prophet, will be destroyed.

v. 19 John next sees the temple in heaven opened which pictures fellowship with God that believers will
enjoy following these judgments. He views the heavenly Ark of the Covenant which reminds us of His
faithfulness, His presence, and His atonement to the Israelites.

- The Ark speaks of God keeping His covenant with Israel (see Exhibit Y), and because it comes in the
midst of terrible judgment it is a reminder that Israel will be faithfully preserved and saved.

-“Then t he t eoperdeg” of ongaofsvemopeningsin Revelation:

4:1 —a door is opened in heaven

6:1 —8:1 —the seals are opened

9:2 —the abyss is opened

11:19 —the temple of God is opened

15:5 —the tabernacle of testimony is opened

19:11 — heaven is opened

20:12 —the books of judgment are opened

- Seeing the temple and the ark indicates that Israel is coming into view and that God will once again renew
His dealings with Israel nationally. The chronology will not advance again until 16:1.

Noook~rwbhE
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Chapter 12
The Woman, The Child, & The Dragon

-

'Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet,}
head a garland of twelve stafdhen beig with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give bifnd another
sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven d
his heads?His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and thteem to the earth. And the dragon stood before
woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was'®benbore a male Child who was

d on her

adems on
the
(0]

D
b hundred

rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His thtdhen the woman fled int
the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand tw
and sixty days.

"And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and Isis
fought,®out they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any ISgethe great dragon wa:
cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the ¢
his angels were casut with him**T he n | heard a [ oud voice saying
the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accu
before our God day and night, has been castddinAnd t hey overcame him by
word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the d¥attit her ef ore rej oi ce,
dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For thehdsvcome down to you, having gre
wr ath, because he knows that he has a short ti me
Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth t
Child. *But the woman was given two wings of a gremjle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her pld
where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the S&pehe serpen
sgewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might causéaaatried away by the flood.
%But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had
spewed out of his moutHAnd the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the |rest of
her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. /
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Chapters 12 through 14 are parenthetical and introduce us to seven great actors: the woman (Israel), the
dragon (Satan), the man-child (Christ), Michael (the angel), Israel (the remnant), beast out of the sea
(antichrist), and the beast out of the earth (false prophet). This chapter deals with the first four of these.

v. 1 J abpreatsigna ww h iinchbavenhsit the woman is seen on earth

- Israel is presented in the Old Testament as the wife of Jehovah (Isa. 54:1-6; Jer. 3:20; Ezek. 16:8-14; Hos.
2:19-20), and here the woman is Israel.

- This is the second of four representative women in Revelation: 1.) Jezebel — paganism 2.) this woman is
Israel 3.) scarlet woman —apostate church,and4.)t h e L a mb-ihestruewhurthe

- In Gen. 37:9-10 the sun corresponds to Jacob, the moon to Rachel, and the 12 starst o
(Rev. 7:5-8; 21:12).

- Israel was the light source to the world (Isa. 60:1-3, 20); thus the sun and moon imagery. Today the
church is the light source to the world, but in the Tribulation Israel will once again fulfill this role with
the 144,000 witnesses.

v. 2 This verse represents the sufferings of Israel as a nation before the first coming of Christ. There are
many figurative references to Israel as a travailing woman in the Old Testament (Isa. 26:17-18; 66:7-9; Jer.
4:31; 13:21 Mic. 4:10; 5:3)

| sr ael 0s lealingfup to and dugng the Tribulation, are also as birth pangs before she finally
realizes that Christ belongstoher—Ch r i st i s . Itlisdnrfaat ¢hé ndteon IS aelrthat will be born
again spiritually at the end of the tribulation (Isa. 66:8-15).

v. 3 The dragon is Satan (v.9). The word dragon occurs only 12 times in the New Testament, all in
Revelation, and seven of those 12 are in this chapter and it refers to Satan every time. Dragon is the
Hebrew equivalent to leviathan (Isa. 27:1). His seven heads and ten horns parallels Daniel 7:7-8, 24 and

| <17 teibesl S
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represent the seven rulers and ten sub-rulers (17:12) three of which the Antichrist subdues. The seven

royal crowns picture the political authority of these seven rulers during the Tribulation.

v. 4 Here we see Satan as having drawn 1/3 of the angels of heaven with him when he fell from heaven in

Isa. 14 and Ezek. 28. The dragon (Satan) is seen awaiting the birth of Christ and the attempts of Satan

through Herod to destroy the Christ child, not the woman; but later, in the Tribulation, he will try to kill

the woman herself, Israel.

- Satan has tried numerous times to prevent the Christ child from being born (Ex. 1:15-22; 1 Sam. 18:10-

11; 2 Chron. 22:10; Matt. 2:16).

v. 5 Israel brought forth Christ who will take back the dominion of this world from Satan and literally rule

on earth with a rod of iron (Psalm 2) during the Millennial Kingdom (see ExhibitJ) . C lascensonis s

also seen here (Acts 1:9).

v. 6 There is a great time gap between v. 5 and v. 6, since v. 6 is a reference to Israel during the Tribulation

when she flees from Jerusalem to a wilderness (representing testing), which is Petra (Mic. 2:12) in Jordan to

escape the wrath and fury of the Antichrist who now tries to Kill her, just as they tried to kill Christ at His
birth. She will be there for the last 3% years of the Tribulation. Christ also spoke of this event in Matthew

24:15-22. Christ gave the Jews the sign of the abomination of desolation (see Exhibit V) in the middle of

the tribulation as their sign to FLEE because the Antichrist will try to kill them.

o Satan focuses on Israel for two reasons: 1.) Satan now knows he cannot Kill Christ.l_
He’' s tried numer29 Batan knowsitbas Cheishwdill ohlya reture td this
earth if the nation Israel repents and calls on Him to return (Matt. 23:39). If Satan can
prevent the nation from repenting and calling on Christ, then Christ will not return and
Satan would retain his dominion over this earth and escape his eternal confinement in the

- Lake of Fire. ~

v. 7 Michael the archangel (Jude 9) is | s r asgediabguardian (Dan. 10:13; 21: 12:1) and the leader of
God 6 s a n g Mlichaekhas doneragtle in the past with Satan but this conflict evidently takes place in
the middle of the Tribulation.
v. 8 Satan is cast out of heaven and can no longer accuse the believers (Rev. 20:11; Dan. 2:35; Zech.10:10)
but the wrath of Satan is about to hit the earth because his days are numbered.
v. 9 Sa tgreatdragosi tbheec a“diere anthorueliTsh eserpentofo |l d” t i t lceaftyst r
and subtle character (Gen. 3:1-5 ; 2 Cor . 1 DeviB ) .meddduss onmslandeeer ahd his name
“Satan”  meadvarsary. Three times this one verse reiterates the fact they are cast out.
v. 10 Salvation (deliverance and victory) and the establishment of G o d Kingdom with Christ ruling are
all brought closer and highly anticipated after Satan is cast down. This is what Christ prayed for with the
wo r dey kiigdom comé  ( Exrebé J).
v. 11 The blood of Christ and the Word of God nullify the accusations of Satan against believers.
Tribulation martyrs, rather than signaling victory for Satan, are actually the victorious ones over the
dragon because of the redeeming blood of Christ.
v. 12 Heaven-dwellers can rejoice when Satan is cast down, but earth-dwellers will now feel the wrath of
Satan because he’ s b ekaowshetkmedkhbrelde 'f Ir lo mo3/RBysavste anv @ n
V. 13 Satan’s i nt en Daginsghe seconel balf of the Tribudation andhieforetold ima n
Matthew 24:15-22. Israel is hated by Satan because sheisc hosen by God to aanhi e
because s he 1 s the key to Chr i st (Mat 2838)cSatan chustQavmpieveny t
Israel from repenting and prevent her from accepting Christ by killing her.
-Sat an’ s Idlltthe dewses gog new, as can be seen in more contemporary events:

- 1595 Pope Clement V111 makes persecution of Jews a papal policy.

- 1762 Catherine the Great proclaims Russia off limits to all Jews.

- 1815 After Na mAlexamlen I'tusns adaimst Rusaidn Jews.

- 1845 Czar Nicholas I proposes to rid Russia of all Jews.
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- 1871 Czar Alexander Il of Russia turns against the Jews.
- 1894 Russia institutes a bloody persecution of the Jews.
- 1923 Wholesale slaughter of Jews in Russia.
- 1935 Stalin sees to it that Jews have no control or influence in Russia.
- 1940’ s Hitler slaughters six million Jews 1in
- 1953 Stalin unveils his plan to exterminate all Jews in Russia; then He dies shortly thereafter.
- 1948 through the present—Ar abs resolve to “drive the Jews
v 1 4twowings of‘a great eagle s i gsuciessfyl esa@pe due to Divine intervention as illustrated
by the exodus from Egypt (Ex. 19:4). The imagery of the heavenly eagle is in sharp contrast to the earthly
serpent that will be conquered.
Once again we see that Israel flees into the wilderness (Matt. 24:16; Mark 13:14) where she is nourished
by God for 3%2years ( Da n . 7:thes) . r ehwdars “ i e ¢l ear ffDaiellltlh e |
t hat attbeard sf times,even years ”
- She will be nourished by God because the Antichrist will prohibit the sale of products to those who do not
take his mark.
v . 1 5floo@’h ei s p flanbokpedply, hisaarmies, as in Isa. 59:19; Jer. 46:6-7; and 47:2-3.
We should note the many parallels in these verseswithl sr ael 6 s e x owhictswasfthe greatesE g vy |
demonstrati on twonien irGte il FestamentMicah 7:15). We see them in the protection
from the waters (Red Sea orthe f | ood of P h)ain feedihgd(rmanna & muyail) and in the
Matthew sign (pillar of fire). In Numbers 33 we see the 42 camping locations of the Israelites while they
were in the wilderness and they also seem to parallel the 42 months Israel will spend in the Tribulation
wilderness. Just as God miraculously protected and preserved her then, He will once again demonstrate
His protective power over the Jews in the Tribulation.
v. 16 The enemy will be swallowed up as was Korah in Numbers 16:31-33. (Divine Intervention)
v. 17 God preserves the godly remnant, but 2/3 of the Jews living in Israel will be slain (Zech. 13:8).
Satan next aims at Jewish believers to thwart their witness (the 144,000).
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Chapter 13

The Two Beasts

/ Then | stood onhte sand of the sea. And | saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads, and ten
horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous’Mamé¢he beast which | saw was like|a
leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, asdhiuth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his pojwer,
his throne, and great authorityAnd | saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly
wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the B&asthey wrshiped the dragon who ga
authority to the beast; and they worshiped the east ,
h i m°And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to [continue
for forty-two months°Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle,
and those who dwell in heavefit was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them| And
authority was given him over everybie, tongue, and natioAll who dwell on the earth will worship him, whoge
names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of thélfvemicne has
an ear, let him hear®He who leads into captivity shall go intaptivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed
with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.
“Then | saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like g dragon.
2And he exerciseslahe authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it
to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was hehldd.performs great signs, so that he even makes|fire
come down from heaven on the earth in tigatsof men’*And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those
signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an|image to
the beast who was wounded by the sword and I{ete was granted poweo give breath to the image of the
beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image qf the beast
to be killed.*®He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a magiraight
hand or on their forehead$’and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast,
or the number of his nam&Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for

Q is the nurber of a man: His number is 666.

John now receives information concerning the key individuals that Satan will use to accomplish his goals.

V. 1 Just as the beasts of Dani e lbéass(theantschristin Sec a meé
Exhibit 1) also rises up out of the sea. He is seen to have 7 heads (wisdom), 10 horns
(power){corresponding to the ten toes of the image in Daniel 7}, and 10 crowns (authority) just as the
Dragon (Satan) is seen in 12:3. This beast (antichrist) is empowered by the Dragon and corresponds to the
fourth kingdom in Dan. 7:7-8 (see Exhibit N). This Beast is the Little Hornof Dani el 7: 8.
refer to the kingor kingdomas seen i n Dani el 2, depending on t
-T h eea”™ ireferenge to humanity (Gentiles).

- The seven heads and ten horns are the ten-nation confederation after three are overthrown by the little

horn of Daniel 7:8. This ten-nation confederation is often referred to as the revived Roman Empire because

it is portrayed as an integral part of the fourth empire in Daniel.

V. 2 ledpdrck bedr,andlion” i magery t ak e sthedhsee dnpiresksee(EXheibL)in7 )
existence prior to the Roman (Babylon — Lion, Medo-Persia — Bear, and Greece — Leopard) indicating

this empire has characteristics of each of the preceding three empires. Roman conguerors boasted that they
never destroyed a civilization, but absorbed into their culture the best of every nation they conquered. This

beast will combine in himself the characteristics of the three world empires preceding the Roman. He will

be swift, strong, and voracious and will be empowered by Satan (2 Thess. 2:9).

V. 3 The beast receives a deadly wound (count er f ei t i n ) andCahparéenttytisohsaledd e a
(count er f ei t i ng Ch . irhéshappsens im tiee sniddlerofehe Tributation.

v. 4 The Dragon and the beast are worshipped as a result of this apparent miracle and power.

v. 5 The Beast (antichrist) blasphemes God, showing his evil character and he exalts himself (Dan. 11:37).
Christ was falsely charged with blasphemy but the antichrist will falsely claim to be God. A more
complete description of the antichrist is found in Daniel 8:23-25; 11:36-45 & 2 Thess. 2:3-12. Antiochus
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Epiphanes (Dan. 7:8, 11, 20, 25, 12:7) was a prototype of the Antichrist. His power is limited to 42 months

(see Exhibit L).

v. 6 The Antichrist will blaspheme God by claiming to be God (2 Thess. 2:4) and defiling the temple in an

act that is called the abomination of desolation (Matt. 24:15; Dan. 8:12-13).

v. 7 The Beast wages war with the Tribulation saints worldwide (Dan. 7:25; 9:27; 12:10).

v. 8 All will worship the antichrist except the saints whose names have been writtenintheL a mb 6s Bo o
Life since before the foundation of the world. There will be unified worship of the beast by non-saints.

|l s your name written i|ln the Lambds E

v. 9 This is a personal invitation to all who will listen to heed these words and avoid this terrible time. Note
however that the usua | p hunt@atkeechurches” notsgiven here, the church is not on earth at this
time.

v. 10 The Law of Divine Retribution is stated in this verse: those who persecute the saints and lead them
into captivity must in turn suffer the righteous wrath of God. This verse warns that the evil a person does
will come back to them. This verse encourages Tribulation believers to persevere steadfastly.

v. 11 The Beast out of the earth supports the activities of the first beast (antichrist). This Beast is later
described in Rev. 19:20 as the False Prophet. He is the head of the apostate church which is destroyed in
Rev. 17:16.

v. 12 He directs men to worship the antichrist and is a Satanic counterfeit Holy Spirit, which completes the
counterfeit Trinity (see Exhibit O). Just as believers worship Christ because He arose from the dead, so
also will unbelievers worship the beast because of his similar act.

v. 13 “Fire from heaven” iceuntexfeit Pentecost. This was how God authenticated Elijah in 2 Kings
1:10, 12. Elijah used fire from heaven and he was prophesied to come before Messiah in Malachi 4:5-6,
thus this miracle may be used to convince people that the false prophet is Elijah.

v.14TheFal se Prophet 6s andhadik deive lpeople svith die roiraclest People are
encouraged to make an image of the beast and worship it (directly forbidden by 2"* commandment).

V. 15 T Hhfe” wsohroduspifdt. "o e T He i ma g eappsaramcd of Iifeaoale sinde Ba&an
cannot gi v epeak’i f ariby rkchanical iméars or through some other deceptive means and
may be nothing more than a robot. This image will be set up in the temple in Jerusalem and will issue
commands to execute those refusing to worship it.

v. 16 Taking the mark or refusing the mark will be a majort est of a persondsAcor
person who takes the mark cannot be saved and will not take the mark by accident (See Exhibit X).

v. 17 The mark will be a requirementtobuy andsellany goods. 't i s R count e
v. 18 Letters of the Greek and Hebrew alphabets have numerical equivalents. It may be that the sum of the
letters of the name of the antichrist will total 666. At any rate this may be used to confirm the identity of the
antichrist after he is revealed. He is not revealed until after the church is raptured (2 Thess. 2:7-8).

- The present attempts at unification of ecclesiastical and political power seem to be the forerunner and
preparation for the end-time events (one-world government & church) pictured in this chapter.

Chapter 14
The 144,000 and The Victory of The Lamb

Then | looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred arfuorty
thousand, having His Fat he fAacl heard anmicéwm heavere like toenvoice ffe i r  f
many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder. And | heard the sound of harpists playing theifThepsang
as it were a new song before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no onarnablat |
song except the hundred and fefour thousand who were redeemed from the edfthese are the ones who wefe
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not defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goe&hese were
redeemed from among mebeing firstfruits to God and to the LanTnd in their mouth was found no deceit, for
they are without fault before the throne of God.
®Then | saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to thpse who
dwell on the earth to every nation, tribe, tongue, and pedplés ayi ng wi th a |l oud vlioice,
glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the [sea and
spri ngs °%andanather angelfalowe, saying, ABabylon is fallen| is f
made al l nations drink of t Kienwathidange followet themywsaying witH @ f h e |
| oud voice, Al f anyone wor scévephis mark @ hib ferehead oreon lds hapd,s i me
Y he himself shall also drink of the wine of th wr at |
indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the hely and in the presence o¢f
the Lamb*i And the smoke of their torment ascends folrever

worship the beast and his i mage, “denedsthe batience efrthe samts;e i v e s
hereare those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Y&hes | heard a voice from heaven
saying to me, AWrite: O6Blessed are the dead who|[di e i
may rest from their labors, and theror ks f ol |l ow t hem. o

Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His head a

golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickfnd another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud Voice
toHmwho sat on the c¢cloud, AThrust in Your sickle nd re
of t he e aiSeHe whosatonithe elaudthrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped
" Then another angel came out dettemple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sit#ed another
angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp
sickl e, saying, AThrust i n syobtlervinesohtlerearth, $or herkgtapes aenfylly g at h
r i p'&So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great
winepress of the wrath of Go’And the winepress was trampled outside the citgl llood came out of th
Qi nepress, up to the horses6 bridles, for one

ousanc

Chapter 14 shows us three things: 1.) the failure of thec ount e r f egrogramt 2r) thenresulty od tee

seven bowl judgments, and 3.) the assurance, encouragement, and comfort given to Tribulation saints.

v. 1 This vision shows the 144,000 and the Lamb on Mt. Zion after His Second Coming and at the
beginning of His millennial reign. These are the same 144,000 from chapter 7 that were sealed for protection

and here we have confirmation that indeedt hey ar e preserved through tF
L a mhnahis verse is in sharp contrast to the pursuing beast of the previous chapter.

v. 2 This voice from heaven is the first of seven proclamations in this chapter.

1)vl3 144,000 singing a new song proves Satan
2.) v.6-7 Final call by the angel to accept the gospel — choose Christ or the antichrist.

3.) v.8 Announces the fall of political Babylon—-Sat an’ s c aptioyedo ! wi | | be
4.) v.9-12 This angel announces taking the mark of the beast is the point of no return, doom.

5.) v.13 There will be a special blessing for martyrs —to encourage and comfort them.

6.) v.14-16 There will be a time of harvest by Christ.

7.) v.17-20 There will be a time of judgment resulting in massive bloodshed.

v. 3 The 144,000 sing a new song (which in the OT was a song of praise to God for new mercies; Psa. 33:3;
40:3; 96:1; 144:9; 149:1; lIsa. 42:10) for they only could appreciate what it meant to be delivered from the
Satanic powers of the Antichrist while spreading the gospel of the kingdom.

Nbt défiled with womeh s e e ms  riegassary @listimence froon marriage in the critical days

of the Tribulation when a normal marriage relationship would be impossible (1 Cor. 7:26; Matt. 19:12). If it
refers to spiritual purity then they have not compromised with the world.

- “Firstfruits” r e f e beginnibhgmf agrhatharvest. The 144,000 are the nucleus of the redeemed that
will enter the millennium from the Tribulation.

v. 5 These were without fault They spoke the truth even when deceit abounded. We too are to live lives
without “blemisi ( Ep h . wihou“Bpot aphlde b . fultless) ,( Jaundde “2 4) .
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v . Tlee everlasting gospél i good nbws that God loves us and died for us and He is about to deal
with the world in righteousness and establish His sovereignty over the world. This gospel is eternal
because it has eternal significance.

v. 7 Last chance. God always provides adequate warning before judgment (Noah, Lot, the prophets, etc.).
Wor ship i s dudeaverh earthc sea, anddauntamd of waters a nd  tfoareBowl i r s
judgments will affect these four aspectsof God’ s creati on.

v . B&8byldnisfallenisfallei may rediferalcity,tora falseweligious system which emphasizes
idolatry (Jer. 50:38; Isa. 21:9), or to a political system which emphasizes commercial-ization, all
stemming from the evil character of historic Babylon begun by Nimrod. At times i B a b y inay also be
Jerusalem (1 Peter 5:13), which at this time has entered into spiritual corruption. The double “is fallen”
may be a clue that anticipates the end of both the political system (chapter 18) as well as the ecclesiastical
system (chapter 17).

- Babylon is personified as a temptress who gives wine to a man to seduce him to commit fornication (17:2,
4). However, the inviting drink becomes a cup of the wrath of God (v. 10, Isa. 51:17, 22).

This is a prophecy of hope that the iniquitous Babylonian system will be judged.

v. 9 & 10 These verses clearly warn that all who take the mark of the beast will partake of the judgment
of God. No one takes this mark out of ignorance, they are repeatedly warned.

- AWithout mixtured means it will not be diluted with water as was the common practice in diluting wine.
-This is not the Lake of Fire torment. It is torment during the Tribulation in the presence of witnesses.
This is in contrast to the overcomers who will receive open recognition in the presence of God and His
angels (3:5).

The same scripture which assures believers of the love
and grace of God also warns of His judgment on the wicked.

v. 11 The temporary judgments of the Bowl judgments now give way to the eternal judgment of the beast
worshipers (Matt. 25:46; 2 Thess. 1:6-9). This is a horrible picture of eternal punishment.

v. PHaftencé means thope. Thloes e kekphte commandmentsof Godr ef use t o
1% & 2™ commandments. Obedience will see the believers through this time.

v. 13 This is the second beatitude of seven that are given in Revelation. The others are: 1:3; 16:15; 19:9;

20:6; 22:7, 14. This is a great encouragement for those who come to faith in Christ during the Tribulation

to persevere both in good works and in faith even if it means they are martyred. They will receive a

unique blessing reserved for no one else.

|::It i s far better to die at t he hand:of t he

-“From hencefortif i ndi cates from the middle of the Trib
v. 14 John sees Christ Himself participating in the divine judgments upon the wicked world. His sharp

sickle indicates this is the time of harvest at the end of the Tribulation period when Christ returns.

- The cloud represents the Shekinah glory and the “sharp sickle” indicates swift and complete judgment.

v. 15 The angel announces it is time for Christ to execute the harvest (Matt. 13:30, 36-40).

v. 16 The Harvester does the harvesting of the earth. This happens at the end of the Tribulation (19:17-21).

v. 17 The fifth angel in this group comes out of the heavenly temple ready to execute judgment.

v. 18 The sixth angel comesf r om t he al t ar, possibly in relf)pons.
- Divine judgment is symbolized as a harvest of grapes that are fully ripe. This vine has produced the fruit

of wickedness and corruption (Deut. 32:32-33).

v. 19 The angel gathers the crop of unbelievers and casts them into the great grape press (Isa. 63:1-3; Joel

3:13).

45



v. 20 The trampling of the grapes compares to the events in Rev. 19:17-19, 21. This event happens when
Christ returns. The 1600 furlongs is 172 miles which is the distance between Megiddo, the gathering
place of the armies and Bozrah (Isa. 63:1), a city in Jordan outside Petra where the Jews will be gathered.
This happens after Israel is converted and calls on Christ to come and He does. He annihilates the
armies of the antichrist. This is why Isaiah 63:1-4 speaks of Christ coming from Bozrah.

- This is a terrible time of bloodletting. It will flow about 4 ¥ feet deep.

- Judgment comes to this earth only after three warnings are given: 1.) the preaching of the everlasting
gospel 2.) the warning that the Babylonian religion will be destroyed, and 3.) the warning that the
worshippers of antichrist will be judged.

-Godds | ust i ¢thewwkedwill bé judged amdgothe saints rewarded.

Chapter 15

Vision of The Seven Last Plagues

(. 2

Then | saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the seven last @lagubenf
the wrath of God is completAnd | saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who haye the

glass, having harpsf God.*They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying:

iGreat and marvelous are Your worKks,

Lord God Almighty!

Just and true are Your ways,

O King of the saints!

“Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Yourme®

For You alone are holy.

For all nations shall come and worship before You,

For Your judgments have been manifested. 0

°After these things | looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven wa%\opemned.

victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark and over the number of his name, standing on the sea of

out of the templeame the seven angels having the seven plagues, clothed in pure bright linen, and having their
chests girded with golden band$hen one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls
full of the wrath of God who lives forevenchever.®The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and
kfrom His power, and no one was able to enter the temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed.

The seven last plagues are the divine judgments preceding the Second Coming of Christ. They are
contained within the seventh trumpet judgment and show a dramatic crescendo in these events. Following
these events is the Second Coming of Christ.

V. 1 S paeothérsigno f wHh i c beven amgeld witle the seven last plagues representing divine
judgment upon the satanic system and political power of the beast. The first sign in chapter 12 was
Israel portrayed as the woman. The second wa s  drdataed iragon”  w h i Satdn asihescontrols the
final world empire.

-Theword “last” i n v er se 0 npeeviousmegallamddérampét judgments e also plagues;
that is, divine judgments of God pouring out affliction upon a wicked world. It also indicates these are the
last acts of judgment before the Second Coming of Christ to the earth.

V.2 T heeatfglass" 1 s u n dsarelore eefdrred tdie chapter six. It is designed to reflect the
glory of God. | n ¢ haptlikeruntsarystal i ts pw a & ihtligess of God; bt eéhe flames in

this chapter speak of divine judgmentpr oceedi ng from God’ s h Geryitriale s s .

these martyrs went through while on earth at the hand of the antichrist; but they were preserved just as

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were through the fiery furnace in Daniel 3.

- Those standing upon the sea are undoubtedly the Tribulation martyrs slain by the beast in chapter 13.

They are victors because they remained faithful to the Lord instead of giving in to the demands of the
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antichrist. (1 Cor. 15:55-57) The identity of these as martyrs confirms that the time frame is near the end
of the Tribulation and contrasts them with the saints of other ages.

- The harp and the trumpet are the only instruments mentioned as being in heaven. Harps denote
dedication to the service of God (1 Chron. 16:42).

v . 3 sofglofeMoses” ( E x-18) celebrated by Jews on Sabbath gatherings recalls the faithfulness of
God in delivering Israel from Egypt. It is sung here in recognition that a large number of Jews are among
the martyred dead. T h eond'of the Lamb” s p e rdemsption from sin made possible by the sacrifice
of the Lamb of God and would include all saints.

- “Just’ — He is the perfect judge. True” —He keeps His promises.

- “King of saints i's i n some makKkng ofctheingtions " r d deer ed 0% 7))

sovereign rule of Christ. The heavenly saints are rejoicing because the nations will ultimately worship
Christ, not the antichrist.
v. 4 The song in verses 3b-4 praises Go d 6 s andovayk. Ble will receive glory because He is holy.

v. 5 This verse transitions us to a new vision, that of the seven bowls. T h demple” r e f e budding o

t hat h o u s e dwhe@ t¢hel Ark of th@ @oyenant resided. The earth-dwellers have disregarded
G o d 6 sandlithaywill now be judged by it.

v. 6 As John looks the sanctuary is opened and angelscomeout ( because they’  re
Their white garments represent holiness. This indicates the judgments that are about to follow, flow from
the holiness of God which demands that the wicked be judged.

v. 7 In verse 6 the angels had the plagues already, and in verse 7 they are given the bowls of wrath which
is their authority to proceed with the plagues. In 5:8 God described the prayers of the saints as being in
bowls and thus there is a connection with these judgments in that they are answers to those prayers.

v. 8 The smoke in the temple symbolizes the presence of God (Ex. 19:18; 40:34; 1 Kings 8:10-11; 2 Chron.
5:11-14; lsa. 6:4; Ezek. 11:23) and is a sign of the impending doom upon those who persist in their
disregard of the sovereignty and holiness of God.

- No one being able to enter until the judgments were finished, indicates the climatic nature of these
judgments.

- This chapter serves to prepare us for the next set of judgments

Chapter 16

The Seven Bowl Judgments

4 I
Then | heard a loud voice from the temple sayinhng
of God on the earth. o
230 the first went and poured out his bowl upon théheand a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men
who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image.

creature in the sea died.
“Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they becaméssidad.
heard the angel of the waters saying:

iYou are righteous, O Lord,
The One who is and who was and who is to be,

Because You have judged these things.

®For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets,

And You have given them blood to drink.

For it is their just due. 0

judgments. 0
o %
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*Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a dead man; and every living

‘And | heard another from the altar saying, AEvVven

(o]
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8Then the fourth mgel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given to him to scorch men with fire.
°And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the name of God who has power over thesg plagues;
and they did not repent and give Him glory.

Then the fih angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kihngdom became full of dafkness;
and they gnawed their tongues because of the pdiney blasphemed the God of heaven because of their paing and
their sores, and did not repent of theiredis.

2Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the
way of the kings from the east might be prepatdtind | saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the
mouth of the dragon, owaf the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false projftuetthey are spirits of
demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle
of that great day of God Almightyfi B eldh bam coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keegs his
gar ment s, | est he wal k ¥YAndthey gatheretl thenhtegetheste the place calleg ina me . «
Hebrew, Armageddon.
Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into theaai a loud voice came out of the temple of heaven, ffom
the throne, s a8Andntteere weiel nbises and thuaderings cand lightnings; and there was a great
earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men thereanh."®Now the great
city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered befgre God,
to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His witithen every island fled away, and the mountaiese
not found ?!And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed
God because of the plague of the hail, since that plague was exceedingly great. )

v. 1 The voice of God is now heard instructing the seven angels to pour out the bowls of wratho f Go d’
judgment upon the earth. The instruction seems to indicate that the bowls will be poured out in rapid
succession. These bowlswillvi ndi cate Godés sovereignty, His ri
- These judgments seem to be universal in application and of greater intensity than the trumpet judgments

that only affect 1/3 of the earth. The vial judgments take place toward the end of the Tribulation in quick
succession, climaxing the divine judgments of God and leading up to the Second Coming of Christ at the very

end of the Tribulation period.

v. 2 Bowl #1 — Sores upon Men

- Bad sores break out on unbelievers who have taken the mark of the beast. (Similar to the plague in Egypt

of the boils (Exodus 9:9-11). This judgment is targeted against a specific group of people.

v. 3 Bowl #2 — The Sea Becomes as Blood

- This judgment results in the destruction of all sea life (Similar to the plague in Egypt which killed the fish

of the Nile and made the water unfit to drink).

v. 4 Bowl #3 — Fresh Water Turned to Blood

- This judgment pollutes fresh water rivers as well as their sources.

v. 5 Evidently there is an angel assignedt o over see the fresh water an
righteous because God has judged them in kind.

v. 6 This judgment avenges the blood taking by the beast of the martyred saints and gives them their just
reward. ( An eye for an eSgietss bletakatlievers, o apmoghetstd ) r e f er s |
who delivered messages from God to men.

v. 7 The Tribulation martyrs offer their i Ameno t he angel GesdAadse crl iag I&td @ WS
judgment is consistent with His character.

v. 8 Bowl #4 — Men are Scorched with Fire and Heat

- This judgment increases the s u nirdtensity (see Malachi 4:1-2) and scorches men who worship the beast
(the original Greek text has a definite article
v. 9 But amazingly, men only increase their blasphemy and refuse to repent even though they know that

God has graciously warned them to repent. This judgment will counter the claim of some that men would
repent if they only knew the power of God. They harden their hearts just as Pharaoh did. Previously some
people repented because of the earthquake in Jerusalem (11:13), but now none do. Only the incorrigibles are

left, so God has turned up the heat (perhaps to give them a taste of the Lake of Fire).
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It is amazing to me that men neverblaspheme Satan
even though he is the source of all their suffering.

v. 10 Bowl #5 — Darkness and Pain

- The fifth angel pours out his bowl upon the throne of the beast (probably Babylon). This judgment
parallels the ninth plague in Egypt (Exodus 10:21-23). The entire world will be darkened except Jordan
(Dan. 11:41) where the Jews will be taking refuge in Petra. This judgment causes severe agony. Once again
men blaspheme God and harden their hearts even more to God. (See also Amos 5:18; Nahum 1:6-8; Zeph.
1:15; Mark 13:24).

v. 11 The painful darkness of this bowl also seems to be a foretaste of eternal Hell (the Lake of Fire), but
Godo6s pisstllpo@asse wicked men to repent. But once again they blaspheme God.

- Notice that the sores (v. 2) of the first bowl judgment are still continuing.

v. 12 Bowl #6 i Euphrates River is Dried up Resulting in War i_Campaign of Armageddon

This opens the way for the kings of theEast (| i t eral ly kings of the *
east(Matt. 2:1) always refers to Mesopotamia (Assyria and Babylonia) and never to China or Japan. The
fact t hat t kapitol&ibytwill belnBabgldn bnghe banks of the Euphrates River further attests to
the fact that these kings will be Mesopotamian kings. This event is totally different from the 200 million
demon army in chapter nine. Consisteny of interpretation must take precedence over current events.

- The Euphrates River formed the eastern boundary of the Roman Empire as well as the eastern
boundary of the land given by God to Abraham (Gen. 15:18; Deut. 1:7; 11:24; Joshua 1:4).

v. 13 At this time three unclean spirits (1 Tim. 4:1-2), who are demonic messengers come from the ungodly
trio (Satanic trinity) of the dragon (Satan), beast, and false prophet (beast out of the earth).

-“Frogs’" wer e cunakeaniard éathsodhe (Lev. 11:10-12, 41). The 2™ Egyptian plague involved
them (Ex. 8:5).

v. 14 The goal of the demonic messengers is to gather the seven kings of the earth to destroy the Jews (Psa.
2:1-3; Joel 2:1; 3:2; Zech. 14:2-3; Dan. 11:44). This battle will be described in 19:11-16.

V. 15 Chr i sltcome & wthisfp eiak s u s € duddenoess and esulteng less (Matt. 24:43;
Luke 12:39; 1 Thess. 5:2) on the part of the person overtaken because they are not ready. This is in contrast
to Tribulation believers who are watchful that will be blessed (Rev. 1:3; 14:13). How gracious of God to
warn Tribulation believers with this Revelation of what lies ahead so they will be watching for His return.

- This is the third of the seven beatitudes in Revelation.

- This verse is a message of comfort and hope for Tribulation believers.

- The same truth of being watchful so one will not be embarrasseaan also be applied to church age
believers.

v. 16 Armageddon is Greek for the Hebrew word i HaMa g e d @nouodtain of Megiddo) which is the
scene of many Old Testament battles such as Barak & the Canaanites in Judges 4 and Gideon & the
Midianites in Judges 7. It is a small hill on the south edge of the Jezreel Valley in Lower Galilee on which
the town of Megiddo stood. The Jezreel is a large flat valley 14 miles by 20 miles. Please note that this is
only the gathering place, or staging area. This is not the location of the conflict.

- This event is also spoken of in Joel 3:9-11 and Psalm 2:1-6 (By destroying the Jews Satan is seeking to
breakthecordso f God’ s contr ol over the world, so he
-Events of the Battle:

After Babyl on ( Sat a nAntghrist mardhes with Yhe arnsies atjanst tlerusalere d

(Zech. 12:1-3; Zech. 14:1-2) and it once again falls into Gentile hands with half of the population taken into
slavery and half remaining.

The armies will then march against Bozrah (Petra) to annihilate the Jews (Jer. 49:13-14; Micah 2:12).

The Jews in Petra will finally realize why the Tribulation has fallen upon them. The Jewish leaders will
urge the nation to repent and confess their national sin in a three-day revival (Hosea 6:1-3).

The entire nation will repent and their confession is contained in Isaiah 53:1-9. The nation will be saved
which will fulfill Romans 11:25-27. They will then plead for Christ to come and save them (Zech. 12:10-
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13:1). All this happens as the result of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-32), even though there
will be great suffering the remaining 1/3 of them will be saved (Zech. 13:7-9).

This believing remnant calls on Christ to come and He does (Isa. 34:1-7) come to Bozrah (lsa. 63:1-6;
Hab. 3:3; Micah 2:12-13; Judges 5:4-5 ) . Chri st s ggoohtheaSpn of Man (Miattt 24:30 h e
which is the Shekinah glory.
v. 17 Bowl #7 — A Great Earthquake and Great Hail
-This | ast angel pours out this | astlisdomeg’'ment i r
Men who fail to respondt o S a Wis bnished “( me dha delot § paidinfull” ) wi | | e X p e
“ltisdong o f juBlgnerit.s
v. 18 Lightning, thunder, and the greatest earthquake the world has ever seen will combine to produce
extreme fear and desolation.
v. 19 The earthquake splits Jerusalem into three parts and destroys all the cities of the world and especially
Babylon on the Euphrates.
v. 20 Even the islands and mountains will disappear from this great earthquake. These changes will prepare
the way for the creation of a new world in 20:11 and 21:1-2.
v. 21 This final judgment brings physical destruction topped off by hail weighing over 100 pounds falling
upon men.

How fitting that cold, hard hailstones should be used in the destruction and
judgment of those who have hardened their hearts and become cold to God.

- Hail was often used as an instrument of divine judgment in the Old Testament (Joshua 10:11; Job 38:22-
23; Isa. 28:2, 17; Ezek. 13:11-13; 38:22-23).

- In spite of these horrible judgments the hearts of earth-dwellers will remain hardened justas Phar a o h ' s
during the plague of hail in Egypt (Ex. 9:24).

Thetisidloned st at ement signal s| the end of
Jacobods trouble and the final overthr

- Some view these seven bowl judgments as happening within a few days during the time Christ is returning

to the earth, and others view these seven as happening before Christ actually begins His descent to the earth.

Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost holds the first view and believes the 45 days mentioned in Daniel 12 (see Exhibit

M) will be the time frame for these seven bowl judgments and they should be considered the time of
Christ’s Second Advent. Suppor tiwhge workdiwdl seenChgish t |
return in His glory that this will give the entire world time to see His return.

- It should be noted here that man will have broken every one of the first four ten commandments which

deal with sins against God (the last six commandments are sins against other men).

The beast, false prophet, and dragon are about to be dealt with.
No wonder Satan wants to keep this book of Revelation closed.
It shows his ultimate doom and the doom of his followers.
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Chapter 17

Destruction of Religious Babylon

4 N\

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls camé dnétd wi t h me, sayilng
fornication, and the inhabitants of the *So&rcdredmeer e

blasphemy, having seven heads and ten hdfite woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned ith

gold and precious stoseand pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness pf her
fornication. >And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARS9Iaw the woman, dnk with the blood of the saints
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when | saw her, | marveled with great amazement.
‘But the angel said to me, AWhy did you marvel ?2| |

written in the Book of Life from the fouriam of the world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and et is.

also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and the other hastrmirnge. And when he comes, he must contintie a

authority for one hour as kings with the beasfi These are of one mind, and
authority to the beasti Thes e wi | | make war with the Lamb, and
lords and Kingok i ngs ; and those who are witkrTHem he es aiad | te
waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tofigdes.d t he |t en
which you saw on the beast, these will hatehtdmot, make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn herwith
fre. ' AFor God has put it into their hearts to fulflill
beast, until the words of God are fulfillédi An d t h e owyomsaw is that great city which reigns over the

kings of the earth. o

\_ )

perdition. i The ten horns which you saw are t eutthéyiretavse| wh
t
t

Chapter 17 brings into focus the destruction of Babylon in its ecclesiastical, or spiritual form (counterfeit
church). A church which calls itself Christian, and which courts an alliance with the godless world-system
commits spiritual adultery (James 4:4). Ecclesiastical Babylon in chapter 17 will be operating in the first
half of the Tribulation. In the second half the Antichrist will take over its headship.

v. 1 John is invited by one of the angels to view the judgment of a woman, the symbol of Babylon, described
as the great harlot. She is called a harlot because she has taken something that has a proper use and
perverted it into an improper use. In this case the harlot represents “religion” whi ch has a
1:26-27), but has perverted it into something illicit. The false use of religion causes spiritual fornication
(Hosea 1-2; Jer. 2:20, 3:1-9; Ezek. 16:15-41). True religion serves, but false religion rules.

-T h aevatérs” s hosw otphee of t he hndarelthe hadysatiansn(\f. 15)wkthe weeld ruled
by Babylon, the false religious system, which has corrupted the inhabitants of the earth — making them drunk
with the wine of her fornication. This spiritual adultery portrays those who outwardly and religiously
appear to be joined to the true God in name but are untrue to this relationship. False religion is the
worst enemy of true religion.

v. 2 The alliance of the apostate church with the political powers of the world (unity of church and state)
corrupts the testimony of the true church and induces religious drunkenness upon both the kings and the
inhabitants. See ExhibitP fora20"Cent ury vi ew of apostasy in to
v. 3 The woman (a false religious system) is seen as seated on a scarlet-colored beast (luxury) with seven
heads and ten horns (Antichrist in 13:1). This means that the false religious system does have the support of
civil government during the first half of the Tribulation and is able to rule because of government support.
-This apostate one-world super-church is destined to come into existence after the rapture of the true
church.

o1

carries her, whih has the seven heads and thetenhdihdhe beast that you saw |was,
out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose nameg are not

to

show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many wélevsj t h whom t he kingls of t

ma

away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And | saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of

wi |

C

iHere is the mind which has wisdom: The sé®"Emehmeaase a

short time.® i And the beast that was, and is not, is hjmself

o |
he
he
a, n
h
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v. 4 The description of this woman shows her as being wealthy, influential, and in extravagant attire in
contrast to the instructions of 1 Timothy 2:9-10 to be modest in attire. As showy pomp increases, spiritual
purity tends to decline. She is externally appealing, but inside she is corrupt.

V. 5 I'n John’s day it was c thartnamesanrthgir fdrebead heRdbanda n |

(Jer. 3:3). rHystery, hamemeadi ag “not previously rev

reveals the true nature of her evil character and judgment.

- Babylon was the origin of the ancient pagan rites that crept in to the early church and corrupted her. The

city wil!/ be rebuilt and become t he notha’d qhueaac d s

was from her that idolatry and false religion began (Gen. 11:1-9).

- It was founded by Nimrod in Genesis 10 and the tower of Babel was man’ s att empt
God and worship the sun, moon, and stars. It was a pagan temple dedicated to the worship of idols and
God brought judgment upon it by confounding their language.

- Nimrod became the head of the Babylonian mysteries which consisted of secret rites developed as a
part of the worship of idols. His wife Semiramis was a high priestess who claimed to give birth to a son
miraculously conceived, by the name of Tammuz, who was a savior of his people —a false messiah. This
was the origination of the mother-child cult and the theme is repeated in various pagan religions.
Semiramis was considered the queen of heaven and various rites were introduced to cleanse the people
from sin — including a priestly order, sprinkling with holy water, and established an order of virgins
dedicated to religious prostitution. Tammuz was supposedly killed by a beast and then raised back to
i fe, an obvious satanic anti ci peggtwaseaoredodépictiGgh r i
the mystery of his resurrection and the evergreen was his chosen symbol being set up to honor his birth at
the winter solstice.

- The mother-child cult became the mystery religion of the Phoenicians and they spread it throughout
the known world. In Egypt the mother-child became known as Isis and Horus, in Greece Aphrodite
and Eros, in Italy Venus and Cupid. Thus Babylon became the fountainhead of idolatry.

- Ezekiel protests against the ceremony of weeping for Tammuz in Ezekiel 8:14. Jeremiah mentions the
heathen practice of making cakes for the queen of heaven in Jeremiah 7:18 and offering incense to the
gueen of heaven in Jeremiah 44:17-19, 25. The worship of Baal also originated in Babylon since Baal
was identical to Tammuz. The Babylonian cult made its way to other cities throughout the ancient world,
including Pergamos. The chief priests wore crowns in the form of the head of a fish, in recognition of
Dagon, the fish god. In early centuries of the church the features of these pagan cults were incorporated
into the Christian faith and continue to this day.

v. 6 The woman is seen as being drunk with the blood of the saints, which may be a historical view: It was

the Roman church itself which in the name of religion killed millions of believers in the early centuries of

the church and through the years of the Crusaders. Between 1540 and 1570 no fewer than 900,000

Protestants were slain during the Inquisition in order to crush the Reformation. In August of 1572 70,000

Protestants were massacred and the Pope rejoiced by striking a medal in commemoration of the massacre.

In Bohemia by 1600 in a population of four million 80% were Protestant, but after the Hapburgs and Jesuits

had done their work, only 80,000 were left, all Catholics. In Spain from 1481 to 1808 1.6 million were

martyred or banished. Those martyred were usually burned at the stake in public.

- Viewing this in the future: It will be this false super-church that will hurt and martyr the 5™ Seal saints.

- This view amazed John, to think that it would be the church, that supposedly honors God, that would kill

Hi s faithful s aRomdn&mpirdwasthd mahifestation ofl Balyylortiahisn.

v. 7 The angel promises to interpret these revelations that were so baffling to John.

v. 8 The beast is the Antichrist (13:1-3) who was resuscitated (13:3, 12, 14) in the middle of the Tribulation.

He comes out of the abyss which is the home of Satan (11:7) and the demons (9:1-2, 11) after he comes

back to life. This suggests that Satan specially empowers him. The unbelieving earth-dwellers will be

greatly impressed and wrongly conclude that he is a divine savior.

v. 9 The first part of this verse dealing with wisdom anticipates the difficulty and complexity of the

revelation to follow. Evidently many would misinterpret this verse concerning the seven heads. Many have
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taken the description of this verse of seven hills to refer to Rome; however, the seven heads are best
explained as referring to the rulers over seven kingdoms.

V. 1 Ooneshewhen John wr ot e Reman Enpae i d fallen” € fper rosmi tnce nt

empires which preceded the Roman were: Greece, Persia, Babylon, Assyria, and Egypt. The other which
“hasnotyetcome” i s the ten nat i onbeastanrthe Eribdukatrorattat wdlonlydashgp
short time. These seven powers have supported the woman and she sways and influences their

iro

administrations. All of these kingdoms have per

v. 11 The beast was of the seventh empire (ten nation confederation in the 1% half of the Tribulation) and he
will be the eighth empire in the form of a one-world government (which will be in the 2™ half of the
Tribulation) after he arises from his deathblow. This final 8" Kingdom will not just fall as others before, but
it will be destroyed by Christ at His Second Coming to the earth.

v. 12 The ten horns (kings) are the rulers of the ten confederated nations (Exhibit N) which will exist in
the first half of the Tribulation. They will be allies of the beast and serve under him in his worldwide
government. The duration of their ruling is short (one hour).

v. 13 The single purpose of these ten confederated nations is to oppose Christ and His kingdom. The
antichrist will have to put down three of them who revolt against him (Dan. 7:24; Rev. 12:3; 13:1; 17:3).

v. 14 At the very end of the Tribulation these kings will join in trying to kill the Jews and in opposing
Christ as He comes to establish His kingdom. This will culminate in what is commonly referred to as the
ABattle of Armageddon. o

V. 15 The angel waee si nt hvee rnseca npenpbgofdbsfeartheand shgws heth e
extensive influence. Water in the Old Testament is commonly used to refer to people (Psa. 18:4, 16, 124:4;
Isa. 8:7; Jer. 47:2).
v. 16 The woman which will flourish during the 1*" half will be thrown off by the ten in the mid-point of
the Tribulation period. The Antichrist will break his covenant. He will no longer need the church, he will
destroy it and place himself in the place of worship. His true identity and true objective will be seen at
this time; he wants to be worshiped as God (Dan. 9:27; 11:26-38; Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:8).
v. 17 The ultimate cause of thisactionisGod 6 s s ovppse.ei gn pu
V. 18 The wo thagneatcity’p rvelsiecnht sr € f dabglon,twbich syimlmlizes apostate o f
religion.
Chapter 18
The Destruction of Political Babylon
tAfter these things | saw another angel coming down from heaven, having greaitgutnd the earth was
illuminated with his glory’And he cried mightily with a loud vojce, S
and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every uncleardand hate
bird! *f F o r al | the nations have drunk of the wine |of t h
committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her
| ux u®And | keard anothervoie from heaven saying, iCome out of her
and lest you receive of her plagu&.For her sins have reached to heapen,
®’"Render to her just as s hubleacemnlidgeaherdvorksdn the aup which shelhas e p ay

*‘"iTherefore her pl a§ deatsandrhourhingana faminei And sheveéll bel uiterly burned With
fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges her.

her, when they see the smoke of her burrlifigs t andi ng at a di stance for {ea
t hat great city Babyl on, t hat mi g h t YA Amidt yt!haefs ofrthe {cn
earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one buys their merchandise anyfifiorae r chandi se of g

ivory, ewery kind of object of most precious wood, bronze, iron,and mafflee nd ci nnamon and i

\Of mend The f r ui oulldnged for hgs@mene from you, and all the things which are rich and spl91did
53

mixed, mix double forhefil n t he measure that she glorified hlersel:
give her torment and sorrow; for she, sagd whl henohese

iThe kings of the earth who ouwsly wiihier wileweepfandriament faft i o n

r o
onEe
ol d

precious stones and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind of citron wood, every kind of opject of

nce

oil and frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and bodies and souls



Whereas chapter 17 was concerned with the apostate religious system, in this chapter the city of Babylon
also stands for a political or economic system which operates in opposition to the true God. Both the literal
city and what it stands for will be destroyed at the end of the Tribulation.

v . After these things” t el | s u sdifferdmtath@mnt ohapter 18a nids t h eangthbrrarged” e

makes it clear this is a different angel than the one seen in chapter 17. The power and glory of this angel tell

4 )
have gone from you, and you shall find them nomore atalT he mer chants of thesle thin
her, will stand at a distance for fear of her torment, weeping wailing,'iand sayi ng, 0Al as, al e
that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and peBris!r| i n
one hour such great riches came t ship,maldrshanhag manyaswrade vy s hi
on the sea, stood at adistanid@ and cri ed out when they saw the slmoke o
great Ytihegyodothrew dust on their heads and culg tha| out ,
great city, in which all who had ships on the se¢a bec
% Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apost|fles an
“Then a mighty angel took up st one | i ke a great millstone and th
violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be found anyffiofth e sound | of ha
musicians, flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard in you amylo craftsman of any craft shall be found|in
you anymore, and the sound of a millstone shall not be heard in you an¢ffiofech e | i ght of a| | amp
in you anymore, and the voice of bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you anymoy®uFonerchants
were the great men of the earth, for by your sorcery all the nations were deé&ivédnd i n her |was f
bl ood of prophets and saints, and of all who werle sl ai
- J

us he is delegated to do work on behalf of God and probabl v suggests that he |

presence.
v. 2 The destruction of religious Babylon in chapter 17 was done by the antichrist at the middle of the
Tribulation but the destruction of political and economic Babylon will take place by Christ at His return in
glory at the end of the Tribulation. This verse is a proleptic announcement in which the angel describes
future events as though they have already happened.

-The dosddildn’'e may emphasi ze tconemicdBabgldniaswelltas the hterab dity.
The literal city will probably be rebuilt prior to the Tribulation and become the center of commercialism
during the Tribulation before being destroyed at the end.

- The abandonment of destroyed Babylon to demons is a divine judgment stemming from the utter
wickedness of its inhabitants. (Isaiah 13:20-22; Jer. 50:39-40; 51:41-43). Here we have an amazing

t

h e

revelation. Areligioussystemc | ai mi ng t o be @dusesidsnbnd ad willrhaldghenctirera r c |

throughout the Millennium. The true church is the habitation of God through the Holy Spirit, but
Babylon is inhabited by every foul spirit. This city and others associated with it have prospered as they have
abandoned God and accumulated the wealth of this world.

[:Theaccumulationof worl dly wealth is not ngcessari

v. 3 This verse views the ungodly side of the political, economic, commercial system that originated in
Babylon and spread worldwide.

v. 4 The people of God are clearly warned to leave Babylon just as in Old Testament times (Jer. 50:8, 51:6-
9, 45). In doing so they will avoid the plagues (bowls) of judgment which fall upon it (Rev. 16:17-21). It is a
call of separation to the Tribulation saints to forsake the enticements of luxury, violence, and idolatry.

V. 5 T h éer $ink haaesreachéd to heaven i s an a toweu of Babal whichobegan lthe
wi cked career of ancient Babyl on. It s as if
does not forget unforgiven sin; He will judge it.

v. 6 Calls for the Law of Retributionwh i ¢ h d e myafordaseyea i b ut ddulded. &he law of
the firstborn in the Old Testament gave him a double portion. Israel a s  Gforstbors receives a double
portion of blessing as well as punishment (Ex. 4:22; Isa. 40:1-2; 61:7; Jer. 16:18; 17:18; Zech. 9:12). This is
why Israel receives double punishment in the Tribulation (Zech. 13:8) but also a double portion of blessing
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in the Millennium (Isa. 61:7). Babylon as the firstborn of idolatry will receive this double portion of
punishment.

v. 7 She had a false sense of security and a prideful claim of superiority because of her wealth, just as the
church of Laodicea in Rev. 3:17. (Isa. 47:1-7; Ezek. 27:3; 28:2; Zeph. 2:15)

v. 8 Her death comes in one day just as it did in the fall of ancient Babylon in Daniel 5 which speaks of its
suddenness. Isaiah 13:19-20 compares the destruction of Babylon with that of Sodom and Gomorrah. God
will judge her with His strength.

v. 9 From the humanviewo f Ba b y | o n 'thgee giors of peapte will lanment over her: kings (v.
9-10; Ezek. 26:15-15), merchants (v. 11-13, 15-17; Ezek. 27:36), and sea people (v. 17-19; Ezek. 27:29-36).
The very kings who took of her wealth now lament for her passing because they can no more profit from
her.

v. 10 Kings will mourn because of the sudden loss of power but they express their double sorrow from a
distance.

[:How sad is the hour of judg:]nent when i

v. 11 The next to mourn over the destruction of Babylon are the merchants of the earth for they have lost their
customers and their profits. Earlier they had denied the right to buy and sell goods to anyone not having the
mark of the beast and now they will be denied the customers and profits.

v. 12-13 These two verses list all the 28 goods of the world that will be removed. These are the things men
have longed for instead of the things of God; but Christ had warned in Matthew 6:19-21 not to lay up
treasures on earth. This system reveals how low Babylon has stooped to gain wealth; she has even
commercialized the souls of men. She has sold what God freely offers to all. Religious leaders who accept
money to pray for sinner s gailydfnferehindistig ivseuls ant wilirbe o f
harshly judged. The bottom drops out of this economic market.

v. 14 The things these merchants so desire will no longer be available to them.

v. 15 These merchants also stand afar off and view the judgment of Babylon.

v. 16 The merchants doubly bemoanthel os s of t h e butthekiggdhad bampahed herdoss of
power.

v. 17 This verses expresses the reasonf or t he s e a lopsefovgalthdronscomsnerae.r o w,

v. 18 They lament the loss of this great commercial empire.

v. 19 They also echo the laments of the kings and merchants. They express their sorrow by throwing ashes
on their heads which in the Old Testament symbolized great grief (Josh. 7:6; 1 Sam. 1:2; 13:19; 15:32; Job
2:12; Lam. 2:10). The Adfergpodhri st’ s economy has
v. 20 In contrast to the mourning over Babylon by earth-dwellers, there is rejoicing in heaven over the
righteous judgment of Babylon because of her martyrdom of the Tribulation saints and the extreme
hardships created on living saintsby requi r i ng t he tbeywafed Dhis exultaion ks further seen
in Chapter 19.

v. 21 Throwing the millstone into the seaissy mb ol i ¢ of (Brailg364).Atavdl nevea tise
again (Neh. 9:11). The millstone might be compared with the imagery in Daniel of Christ coming as the
Smiting Stone. It is sudden and violent and complete.

v. 22-23 These two verses give the permanent and utter destruction of Babylonwi t h ntoh emorr’ €6 s
v. 23-24 These two verses give the three reasons for the overthrow of Babylon: 1.) She worshiped wealth.
Her men were regarded as great because of their riches and had pridefully exalted themselves because of
Babyl on’ s i nf | uSeedecaved(othessaBabyl@ 8ecesad all nd&iong by sorcery (2 Kings
9:22; Isa. 47:12; Nahum 3:4) into thinking that joy, security, and honor in the eyes of men, and success in life
come through the accumulation of material wealth. And 3.) She slaughtered untold numbers of saints, (Jer.
51:35, 36, 49) God 6 s p (suxhpak Retersand Paul at the hands of the Roman state), and she was
responsible for all the slayings on the earth through her example. Pride and the love of money are the root
causes of evil.
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Now the way is cleared for the presentation of the major theme of the book of Revelation, the Second
Coming of Christ and the establishment of His glorious kingdom.

Chapter 19
The Second Coming of Christ

/lAfter these things | heard a 1o
and tonor and power belong to the Lord our GGdlFor true a
judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His

servants s°Agaidthdygaidi &l &1 ui a! Her smoke “Ardshe sventfqur |[f or e v e

ud voice of a reat
nd righteous anfne His

el ders and the four living creatures fell down nd wo
*Then a voice came from the t hr sewentsarshypse whp fearfitnrbath s e ot
smal | a n®And pheazda as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the

sound of mighty thunderings, sayi ng/dLfeAl |ueslndigaitg|l Faodr at
and give Him glory, for the marriage of t%mtolheritp has
was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of théTsmnts.
hesadtorm, AWrite: OBlessed are those who are calldgd to
iThese are the tApne bBafyehbsaofhiGedf éet to worshilp him
do that! | am your fellow servangnd of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 0o
“Now | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful ahd True,
and in righteousness He juely and makes wat’His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many
crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Hirisfwas clothed with a robe dipped in blood, ahd
His name is called The Word of Gd#And the armies in heamgclothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed
Him on white horses’Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He
Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fisecand wrath of Almighty
God.*®And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
"Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst
of h e a e and gafhe® tgether for the supper of the great &iidt hat you may eat| t he f
flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all
people, free and slave, both small ane gr t'°Anid | saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their arnjies,
gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His’aimeyn. the beast was
captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presencdidby he deceived those who
received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the Igke of fire
burning with brimstone”And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat
Qnthe horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. /

In this chapter the first ten verses describe events in heavenpr i or t o Chr i s taddserséSe c ¢
11-21descri be CRaming and ssibsequanttewerdsl The church is already in heaven before
Christ’s Second Comi ng Judydentiseatof Christt Teheanthrriage cerdmomy g o0 n
between Christ and His Church also takes place prior to the Second Coming. The marriage supper will take
placeonearthafterChr i st ' s iifyetthebegohnin@a thre Millennium.

v. 1 The multitude in heaven may be the martyred saints from the Tribulation. They express praise to the

Lord (Alleluia) in four great words: salvation, glory, honor, and power because the harlot, Babylon has

been judged. The word Alleluia is found only four times in the New Testament, all in this chapter.

v. 2 This group praises God because He is true (fair) and righteous (just) in His judgments, especially of
Babylon. This undoubtedly includes both ecclesiastical and economic Babylonianism. The essence of her

guilt lies in her corrupting the earth with her immoralities. By destroying her God has avenged the blood of
believers who died as a result of her influence (Deut. 32:43; 2 Kings 9:7).

v . H8rsmoke rises updreverandevér means Babyl on is permanently
Jer. 51:64). Smoke is the result of the fiery judgment like Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19:38).
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v. 4 The 24 elders, representing the church, are witnesses of these events from heaven. This is the last time
they are seen. The Bride of Christ takes their place after the harlot-church is off the scene.

v. 5 This voice is probably of an angel and he calls for continuous praise f r om a |l | God’
human and angelic (Psa. 113:1; 115:13).

v. 6 Here the great multitude responds by praising God because Hereigns ( pr ol epti c t o
the earth during the Millennial Kingdom. This is the last song of praise in Revelation.

v. 7 The L a mb 6 s ishhe ahudal (2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5: 25-32), but here she is called wife because the
wedding was consummated immediately after the rapture. The marriage took place in heaven but the
marriage supper will take place on the earth (see Exhibit S) after the Second Coming (which explains the
parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25:1-13). Israel is the wife of Jehovah in the Old Testament (Isa. 54:6;
Jer. 3:14; Ezek. 16; Hosea 2:19-20), and the New Testament Church is the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:30-
32). Israel could not be the bride of Christ because she is n ot a f{vdorr 1g.:2-3). dhis chapter
contains the third and final metaphor of women in Revelation: 1.) the woman as mother that is persecuted in
chapter 12 is Israel, 2.) the harlot in chapter 17 that is destroyed is Babylon, and 3.) the wife here that is
marriedi s Chr i stchusech.br i de, t he

S

Ch

v. 8 The bride is clothed in fine white linen (purity). Thi s b r i dentrasts withaehe ha migo t

gaudy garments.

v. 9 This verse gives the fourth beatitude in the book of Revelat i o n . calldd’o ste andrtidgessupper
are the invited guests, probably Old Testament saints who will be resurrected (see Exhibit W) at the
beginning of the Millennium (Dan. 12:2, 13; Isa. 26:16-19; Hosea 13:9-14) and Tribulation saints. John the
Baptistc a |l | e d the friemd & thd bridegrooth i n John 3:29.

v. 10 So awesome is the revelation that John falls down to worship the angel for this prophecy but is
sharply rebuked since men are not to worship angels (Col. 2:18), but God only. This angel rightfully
refuses to accept what should be given to Deity alone.

-The | ast p khetassimonyoof Jesus.is thk 8pirit'of prophécy me a rpophdcyhisadesigned
to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ and He is the central theme of prophecy.

V. 11 This verse begins to give us the most graphic picture of the Second Coming of Christ to the earth. It is
the climax of the book of Revelation with its presentation of Jesus Christ as the glorified King of kings
and Lord of lords. This revelation of Him as King is in contrast to the Christ of the gospels who was
rejected, suffered, and died at the hands of men. This coming of Christ will be one of triumph, glory,
sovereignty, and majesty. It is the high point of all of history. Christ is called Faithful (trustworthy) and
True (the real Messiah) in contrast to the antichrist who came in chapter six who was unfaithful and untrue.

- In chapter four a door was opened to heaven, but in this verse heaven is opened. In the first, Christ comes
for His saints; in the second He comes with His saints. The first discloses His Rapture of the Church; the
second unfolds His Revelation to the world. All who enter the first open door will come with Christ through
the second.

- Heaven is opened four times in the New Testament: Matt. 3:16; John 1:51; Acts 7:56; Rev. 19:11. Two of
these are past and two are future but each concerns Christ.
- A white horse symbolizes victoryover one
this in 6:1.

-Chri st ' gurpsspie to exécutecdivine judgment and establish His righteous rule over all the
earth. This event is anticipated in Zechariah 14:3-4 and in Matthew 24:27-31. His coming is described as
lightning coming out of the east. The plea of Isaiah in 64:1-2 willnowb e f ul fi |l | ed.
bring the 70™ Week of Daniel to a close and is the event that bridges the Tribulation with the Millennium
(see Exhibit B).

s enemies (2 Cor. 2

How poverty stricken is any Christian theology
which ignors the Second Coming of Christ.
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v.12 Christ’s eyes suggest Hi s piercing | udanymen:

crowns” sy mb o total zogereigntysand right to rule the world as King of kings. (The Dragon had
only seven and the beast had only ten).

-Chr i s teamest h fthat)no dhe knew”  ( v—spedksof) His essential glory as the Eternal Son.
2 . The Word of God” (v - spedks3of His incarnation as the Word became flesh. And 3 . KING
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” ( v-speaks®f)His Second Coming to earth to rule and reign.

V. DiBped “in blood” anticipates the Dbl oods he&dndRev. 142@ me

representing divine judgment upon wicked men.

V. 1 4arniiek i@ hedven” t hat foll ow Chri st dm mbhist-é@hutclmres

saints (Jude 14-15) as well as the holy angels (Matthew 25:31 & 2 Thess. 1:7-10).

v. 15 This verse contains three symbols: the sword, the rod of iron, and the winepress.

-Thewotd” ( Hi s wor deyy longmswordahat tsyetsolicaly will be used to smite the nations
and establ i srbdofHiors n sl @l sDheé ound i n THe sod df inns nduthd
is found in Isaiah 11:4. The winepress represents the fierce wrath the enemies of Christ will face (Isa. 63:1-
6). These represent the absolute government under which men will be required to conform to the righteous
standards of God.

v. 16 The robe is a symbol of majesty and the thigh suggests power. People on earth at the time of the
Second Coming will see Christ Coming (Matt. 24:30).

v. 17-18 This is the battle of Armageddon (Rev. 16:12-16). The previous marriage supper is contrasted with
this great supper by the birds of heaven feeding upon the flesh of all those slain by Christ at his coming
(Ezekiel 39:17-20). Matthew 24:28-31 parallels this passage.

v. 19 The armies of the world will unite with Antichrist to fight Christ (Dan. 11:40-44).

v. 20 The beast and false prophet are captured and thrown into the lake of fire (Daniel 7:11; Num.
16:30). These two will be seen still alive at the end of the 1,000 year reign of Christ. These two are cast alive
into the lake of fire, just as in the Old Testament we saw two (Elijah and Enoch) who passed directly into
heaven without first dying. The beast and the false prophet are the first to be cast into the lake of fire
which was originally created for Satan and his angels (Matt. 25:41).

v. 21 The entire army of the wicked will be slain by the word of Christ and the birds of the air will consume
their bodies. They will go before the Great White Throne judgment at the end of the Millennium.

Chapter 20

Satan Bound and Christ Reigns

hand.?He laid hold of the dragonhat serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand
nations no more till the thousand years were finished. Beit these things he must be released for a little while.
who had been beheaded for their withess to Jesus and for the word of God, who had mped/dine beast or his
for a thousand yearsBut the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the

power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.
"Now when the thousand years have expifatan will be released from his pristand will go out to deceive

number is as the sand of the s&Bhey went up on the breadth of the baand surrounded the camp of the saints
and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured’Thendevil, who deceived
them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And likey (will
tormented day and night forever and ever.

there was found no place for thethAnd | saw the dead, small and great, standing before Gatibaoks were
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/ Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great cf@n in his

image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with| Christ

first resurrection.’Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no

the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose

Y“Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled awgy. And

Kopened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged accordinyto their

years;’and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should dedeive the

“And | saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then | saw the souls |of those



works, by the things which were written in the bodkBhe sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death|and
Hades delivered up theedd who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his bhien
Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second téatti.anyone not found written in the
Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

The Covenants (see Exhibits U & Y) and hundreds of Old Testament prophecies such as Jeremiah 23:5-6;
30:8-11 find their fulfillment in this chapter which presents the millennial reign of Christ which follows His
Second Coming to the earth. The millennium fulfillsGod 6 s pr omi s e gi 2&am. 7t1BI6)K 1T n
that his kingdom and throne would continue forever over the house of Israel. In Revelation 11:15 the reign of
Christ was announced and in this chapter it becomes a reality. The Millennium fulfills the prayer “Thy
kingdom come ” ( L u k eExHihit J far)detai®s enghe kingdom of God.

- During this period Christ will literally reign on earth and Gentile nations will also be blessed. At its outset
100% of the people on this earth will be believers (Isa. 60:21; Joel 2:28).

v. 1Andhes dppor t cronologecal seqience. T d fdbottbmlesspit i s t he akyss
11 atimedleep” of Luke 8: 31 an dpriRrehoraerofsdentbrs and uncleantspirits st
awaiting judgment.

v. 2 Satan is called by four names to confirm his identity: Dragon, symbolizing his cruelty, serpent,
signifying his cunning treachery, devil, deceiver, and Satan, meaning the opponent or the enemy of Christ.
Satan had his beginning in Ezekiel 28:12-17. He was once the leader of the cherubim but fell because of his
pride (lsaiah 14). Hi s binding ends his “short
wickedness.

- The act of chaining Satan renders him completely inactive and totally powerless to influence the deeds of

men on the earth during the reign of Christ. He will not be able to blind the minds of men to the gospel as

he does in this age (2 Cor. 4:3-4). He will not be able to deceive men (2 Cor. 11:14; 1 Peter 5:8). This will be

the only time in human history that Satan will not be able to deceive men.

- There is no reason to take the 1,000 year number symbolically. All other numbers in Revelation make sense

if we interpret them literally.

v. 3 The *“shutting” and ardnteedhat heiwil gotescapd. Sat an i n t
-We ' r esixtimesidn t hi s chapter the | end,b08yearst Theddmgthiofs t ’
Christ’s Mil | en neverlevealed in theOldbTestarmeatr t h  wa s

- T h enations’ will be the descendants of mortal believers who do not die during the Tribulation but get
ushered into the Millennium. Life spans will be much longer in the Millennium (Isa. 65:20) and it has been
concluded that no believer will die in the Millennium since there is no mention of another resurrection for
believers.

- All unbelievers will evidently perish when Christ comes to earth (19:19-21).

-The disturbing question is “Why does God rel ea:
to test the children that will have been born to the Christian parents.

V. 4 thfones” “in this verse are not t he 24 Mitlehniab n e
government here on earth. Ruling and judging will be done from the thrones. Saints will judge the world (1

Cor. 6:2-4) when authority is transferred from angels to men (Heb. 2:5, 8). Christ and all the saints will
reign with Him (Rev. 5:10; Luke 22:29-30; Matt. 19:28). Exhibit Z shows conditions in the Millennium.

- In these verses we have authoritative detail concerning life after death. The Old Testament saints will also

be raised (Daniel 12:1-2) and also probably judged at this time for rewards. Notice that Johnseest he fi s o u
andt hen #f. . indicatindnttee yesurtedtion akas, place before the Millennium.

- This verse also confirms for us that anyone who takes the mark or worships the beast will not be saved.

V. 5 The unsaved ( “t he r est of t haiked at ¢ha end df thev Millldnniura I(sécondb e
resurrection). This verse clearly separates the resurrection of martyred saints (first resurrection) from the
resurrection of the wicked dead (second resurrection) by 1,000 years.
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-Christ was the first Cfirsdgruitofem theedsad'r r(elc tGodr.. Hle5 :w2a0ls)
handful of Old Testament saints in Matthew 27:52-53. This is in keeping with the symbolism of the handful

of grain offered at the Feast of Firstfruits. When the Rapture of the Church takes place, the dead in Christ

will be resurrected at that time and this is the general harvest of the first resurrection (1 Thess. 4:13-18).

The Tribulation saints that are resurrected at the end o f t he Tr i b glétamirtgs” o ro ffast éh e
resurrection (Daniel 12:1-2 , 13) . fiksk desuredtiond” precedé the Millennium,a n d second *
resurrection” o cattar thesMillennium.

V. 6 R e Vikhl beatitude is foumd in this verse and reveals that those who participate in the first
resurrection are blessed and holy. The first resurrection involves deliverance from the Lake of Fire. Priests

will have unlimited access to and intimate fellowship with God.

-T h eecohd” d e sptritual death beyond physical death.

- John does not concern himself with the details of the Millennium kingdom but only the fact and duration of

it because of the numerous details given in Old Testament prophecy about it (Isa. 2,3,11; Psalm 72, Ezekiel
40-48, Isaiah 65:17-25; Daniel 2:34-35, 44-45).

- Israel will once again be prominent in the Millennium after the rebels are purged out with the Tribulation
period (Ezekiel 20:34-38). It will be a time of unparalleled spiritual and economic benefits and will be a

time of joy, peace, and blessing for the entire earth.

v. 7 John quickly passes over all the blessings of the Millennium and shows its conclusion where Satan is
loosed for a little season.

v. 8 Once again Satan wastes no time in deceiving men and causing a rebellion.

- The reason Satan is loosed again is to allow those who have been born in this 1,000 year period to be
tested. It will prove that men even without the temptation of Satan will sin. It will prove that Satan is still
unrepentant after being locked up for 1,000 years. It will demonstrate that God is justified in eternal
punishment since the character of the wicked has been unchanged.

- Gog is the ruler and Magog is the land (Russia). This is not a reference to the battle of Gog and Magog as
described in Ezekiel 38 and 39 since that battle involves only a few nations from the north. That battle fits

best at least 3% years before the Tribulation since Israel will be burning the weapons for seven years (Ezek.

39:9). Here, Gog and Magog have symbolic significances i gni f yi ng Chri st’'s enen
-“Asthesand oftheséa at t e exterd of theodeptrahity of man.

v. 9 Those that rebel with Satan at the end of the Millennium are judged with fire from heaven.

-“The beloved city” Jerssalem( Psa. 78:68). It will be Christ’ s
- This last rebellion proves that even under perfect environmental conditions man is still rebellious in
nature and needs a Redeemer.

v. 10 Satan is cast into the Lake of Fire (Gehenna, or the eternal Hell, Matt. 5:22, 29-30; 10:28; 18:9) for
eternity. There is no sanctifying grace for fallen angels. Satan joins the beast and false prophet who
preceded him by 1,000 years. This fulfills Gen. 3:15.

No wonder Satan hates the book of Revelation and prevents
so many from hearing its message, it contains his ultimate doom.

v. 11 The Great White Throne is different from any throne mentioned before and Christ sits upon it (John
5:22; Matthew 19:28; 2 Corgreath: a0y tbosedgbotbe
rejected a fgrHedtrdé wsa l2v.\a3h)ii.tthenide Ibdcause jedgmant will be done in
righteousness (Romans 2:5). There is no rainbow of mercy associated with this throne as there was in
Revelation 4. The purpose of this judgment is to reward them according to the extent of their wickedness.

Just as there are degrees of rewards in heaven there will be degrees of punishment in hell (Luke 12:47-48;
Matthew 11:22-24. The fallen angels will also be judged here (Jude 6).

- Heaven and earth will be destroyed and replaced with a new heaven and a new earth (Isaiah 66:22; Matt.
24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 16:17; 21:33; 2 Peter 3:10-13) that will be in keeping with His purposes for
eternity.
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v. 12 The book of life refers to the book containing the names of those saved and the other books (Appendix

I) are those containing the works of those being judged (Ecclesiastes 12:14). All final judgments are
judgments of works. In the case of believers at the Judgment Seat of Christ in heaven, believers are judged

and rewarded based upon their works (2 Cor. 5:10-11). In Matthew 25:31-46 Gentiles are judged according

to their works in the sensethatwor ks di st i ngui sh t he Atihs pomtesabvationfisr o m
not the issue but rather the degree of punishment.

V. 1 3deathfarelhefl” r ef erred t o her e tlegrave Thareare norsavesl at thie d i
judgment. 100% of those judged before the Great White Throne will be cast into the Lake of Fire.

v. 14 From this point on there is no more death or grave. The Lake of Fire is the 2" death. After death is
abolished there will be a transfer of authority from Christ to God the Father as described in 1 Cor. 15:24-28.

v. 15 At this point the names of the wicked will be absent from the Book of Life. It is very apparent that the

Lake of Fire is a very real place and its punishment is forever. Too often the world tends to downplay the
reality and awfulness of eternal death without Christ.

Chapter 21

The New Heaven and New Earth

)

/ 'Now | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed awa
was no rore sea’Then |, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, p
as a bride adorned for her husbarfd n d | heard a | oud voice from he
is with men, and He will dwell with therand they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be
God.i And God will wi pe away every tear from t heinr
There shalll be no more pain, f When Hehwho shtmm tine throne $a
fiBehold, | make al things new. o And He sAniide saicto
me , ilt is done! I am the Al pha and t he Oofthgwaterof
life freely to him who thirstSi He who overcomes shall inherit all
son®iBut the cowardly, unbelieving, abominabl e, m
shallave their part in the | ake which burns with f

*Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowis filled with the seven last plagues came to me

Iso there
repared
Aven
their
eyes
d,n g s
me , fi
he Be:q
thing
urder e
i re an
and talked

S

h

wi t h me, saying, fiComee L amwh & $¥Andshia taeveddne awaytimtlee Spirit fo
great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven f
Hhaving the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper, stear as crystalAlso she
had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and hames written on them, \
the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Isfdeiree gates on the east, three gates on the ntintee gates
on the south, and three gates on the wéslow the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them wer
names of the twelve apostles of the Latand he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the cit
gates, and its all. *®The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured

with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are Eqinein he measured its wall: on
hundred and fortfour cubits, acording to the measure of a man, that is, of an arf§&he construction of its wal
was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear gl&5he foundations of the wall of the city were adorr
with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundatisas jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony,
fourth emerald?%he fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth top
tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth ameffiybe twéve gates were twelve pearls: ea

de, t h
rom God,

vhich are

e the

y, its
he city
e

ed

the
az, the
th

individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.
#2But | saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its teffiie. city had no need of the s
or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its {fgmd the nations of those wh
are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor ifitsigates shall not b
shut at all ly day (there shall be no night ther&}And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations int
2"But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only th
Qr e written iofLfe.the Lambds Book
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The high point of Old Testament prophecy was the Millennial Kingdom, but the high point given to us in
Revelation is found in this chapter and concerns the Eternal Order. These last two chapters of Revelation
are our sole source of information concerning details of the Eternal Order.

v. 1 Following the judgment of the Great White Throne John next sees the new heaven and the new earth;
not just a renovation of the old, but a new creation in which there is not a single trace o f  mwiakeédrsess
or pollution. One major difference is that the new earth has no sea, which may mean the climate will be
changed also. This new earth will alsobetheb el i ever.6s heaven

V. 2 holylkigy” * NeW Jerusalem is in contrast to the earthly Jerusalem referred to as Sodom in Rev.
11:8. This New Jerusalem is anticipated in Rev. 3:12. Since nothing is said about it being created at this time,
it seems to imply it has been in existence in heaven prior to this event. Many believe that this city is in
existence during the Millennium and is a satellite city suspended over the earth as the dwelling place of
resurrected and translated saints. This would help explain the difficult problem of resurrected and
translated people being on the earth at the same time as those in their natural bodies.

-Just as the “old Jerusal em” was Néhlerusdem” swiclalpi b
capitol of the New Earth.
-The c Neawyerwalem™ i s descri bed her e bade: gleaabeauty and beifga r a

intimately related to Christ.

v. 3 tafem&le™ symbol i z e s presétntwith nigio id theiNew Haagemvand New Earth. His
presence connotes fellowship and blessing. God will tabernacle (dwell) among men because Christ will have
eliminated death and delivered up to Him (Exhibit J) the mediatorial aspect of the Kingdom (1 Cor. 15:24-

28).

- Christ dwelling among men (John 1:14) was one exampleofGod6s dwel | i ng wi t h me
- In Ezek. 37:27 God promised to dwell among men forever and in this verse three we find fulfillment of

that promise with a fivefold repetition of that truth.

[: God eternally dwelling directly among men is the high point of all prophecy.::l

v. 4 The act of wiping away tears does not mean there are tears there, but indicates that there will no longer

be earthly tear s, thefornkeetliings havg passedatvayt he wor ds “

- God demonstrates His compassion for His own by not allowing five things: tears, death, sorrow, crying,

nor pain. This reveals a reversal of the curses imposed in Genesis 3 after sin entered the world.

v. Bé&old i ntroduces a special annoNewdobmmssmastounded layt C
this revelation that he is reminded to “Write. ”

v. 6 After announcing that the judgments are finished, Christ introduces Himself as He did in Rev. 1:8 as
t h Alphdand Omega, ” otiginator and terminator of all things (Isa. 44:6).

- The promise given to freely give (without works) the water of life parallels that given in 7:17. It is a
fulfillment of Isa. 55:1 and John 4:10, 13-14.

v. 7 Saints that overcome (who faithfully follow God to the end of their earthly lives) are now told they will
inherit “all things” w h i cektengion of graviously given promises (Matt. 5:5; 19:29; 25:34; 1 Cor. 6:9-
10; 1 John 5:5). All believers will enjoy, but only the overcomers will inherit. T h e  wiaherd’
consistently refers to a reward for faithful service throughout scripture (Col. 3:24).

-Beingn’a i“s a speci alprivileged ntimagy with God mand theuadtrersty to rule (2
Sam. 7:14). All believers are children, but mature sonship is arrived at by a life of obedience to God.

v. 8 Reaffirms the destiny of the unbelievers as being the Lake of Fire and this is the final mention of it.
This verse shows that the Lake of Fire is not disturbed after the New Heaven and New Earth are created.

v. 9 Many believe that with verse 9 John is once more returning to the millennial scene where the New
Jerusalem descends to a position over the earth.
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- The New Jerusalemi s descr i thebfidca swbechgi 8§ a char abrautgofi z a
this city with that of a bride and the saints occupying it as being intimately related to the Lamb, Jesus Christ.
The bride imagery starkly contrasts this city with the harlot city of Babylon.

- This is the first of seven times the Lamb is mentioned in the next 24 verses.

v. 10 John is taken by the angel to a high vantage point (upon the new earth) to witness the New Jerusalem
descending from heaven. It is a gift from God that is not merited by works or money.

- John actually sees a city inhabited by saints of all ages, with God present, as it will exist in the Eternal
State.

v. 11 John is most impressed with the radiant glow of this city. It had the splendor (Shekinah glory) of God
Himself because He was in it (Ex. 40:34; Num. 9:15-23; 1 Kings 8:11; 2 Chron. 5:14; Isa. 24:23; 60:1; Ezek.
43:5; John 12:41; Acts 26:13). This glory was the source of light for the city.

- John compares the beauty of this city to that of a gemstone. The Jasper stone could be crystal clear, the
equivalent of a multi-faceted diamondt hat r efl ects God’' s presence in
v. 12 The wall of this eternal city is not for protection, but is a reminder that the unworthy can not enter.

The number 12 is prominent in this city: 12 foundations, 12 apostles, 12 gates, 12 angels, 12 tribes, 12 pearls,
12 kinds of fruit, 12,000 furlongs in length, width, and height, and 12 times 12 cubits high for the wall (216
feet). The number 12 in scripture often stands for governmental perfection.

We should be careful to note that in this verse Israel (with the names of the 12 tribes over the gates), and the
Church (v. 14 the 12 apostles), and Gentiles (v. 24) are still distinguished in the eternal state.

- The gates themselves suggest freedom of movement to other parts of the New Earth upon which the New
Jerusalem will sit.

v. 13 There will be three gates per side of the city and directions will still be distinguished.

v. 14 This city will have 12 foundations which probably rest upon the New Earth. These may be layered
one upon another or they may be laid one next to the other with each bearing the name of an apostle. This
shows the importance of the role played by the apostles in the beginning of the church.

v. 15 The reed was a Jewish measure about 10 feet long. The fact that it was gold reflects its divine mission.

v. 16 A furlong is 582 feet, thus the measurement of each side is about 1342 miles, often spoken of as being
roughly 1500 miles. It could be a cube, a pyramid, or the shape of a cone. The fact that the Holy of Holies
was a cube in shape leads us to speculate that the city will be cubical in shape.

- This measuring reminds us of the same that was done in Ezekiel 40 and 41.

v. 17 The wall is measured at 144 cubits, or approximately 216 feet. That is either its height or its thickness.

v. 18 John describes the glory of this Eternal City. The city is pure gold and the wall a clear Jasper.

v. 19-20 Even the foundation is made of 12 precious gemstones (as on the breastplate of the high priest) of
unmistakable beauty, designed to reflect the glory of God in a spectrum of brilliant color. Even though
only eight of the stones listed correspond with the stones in the breastplate (Ex. 28:17-20) the significance
seems to be that now all saints have the privilege of direct access to God that was at one time the unique
privilege of the high priest.

- Unfortunately not all of these stones can be exactly identified today.

v. 21 Each of the twelve gates was carved fromone largepearl. | n John’ s day thighest pe
among precious stones because their beauty was derived from nature and it was impossible for man to
improve upon its beauty. It is the only precious stone that is created inside a living thing, and being created to
shield its host from a foreign objectitisapi ct ur e of Goddés grace to us.
- Its street is pure gold like transparent glass. The floor of the Holy of Holies was of gold.

v. 22 John sees no temple in this Eternal City in contrast to the millennial situation where there is a temple
built for worshiping God. Believers will be in direct fellowship with God and in essence the whole city is a
virtual temple since God dwells there. In the Old Testament the tabernacle and the temple were the symbol of
the presence of God, but here inthe New JerusalemGoddés presence is a realit
New Jerusalem is distinguished by things it does not have: no temple, no sacrifice, no sun, no moon, no
darkness, no gates to shut, no abomination.
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v. 23 There will be no need of the sun and moon (and stars) in the new heaven because God 6 s wgll or

illuminate this New Jerusalem and New Earth. Created light sources are not needed when the Creator is
present. There will be no night there. Saints will not need to sleep and our lives will be full of continuous
fulfilling activity as we serve the Lord and bring glory to His name.

V. 2 4natibise (“Mat t . 28:19) ar e pr o bsallbidentified) with thgr ®ld
creation nationality. T h eings” ulers) are faithful believers who previously ruled under Christ during
His Millennial Kingdom and they bring their glory into the city, thus increasing its glory.

- God is the source of LIFE (v.24), LIGHT (v. 24), and LIBERTY (v. 25).

v. 25 The gates of this city will never be shut because there will be no night and there will be no enemy.
They have all been defeated by Christ and confined to the Lake of Fire.

v. 26 The gates will admit these leaders who will bring glory and honor to God from their respective
groups of followers in the form of worship.

v. 27 The inhabitants of this city will be characterized by eternal life and absolute moral purity.

- Only believers will be able to inhabit this city.

- This verse is a warning to the reader that the only way to enter this eternal city is to believe on the Lamb
of God.

Chapter 22

The New Paradise and Final Exhortations

tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the ratimhthere shall be nd
more curse, but the throne of God andhaf Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Hithey shall sed
His face, and His name shall be on their forehedf@lkere shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of
the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall feigaver and ever.

commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates int&’Bhe gity.

will add to him the plagues that are written in this bodfand if anyone takes away from the words of the book of

written in this book.
’He who tesfies to these thingssays,Sur el y | am AmennEvenso, come, bokdlJegiFhie grace
kof our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

The Bible opens in Genesis with a description of creation and the heaven-like conditions on the earth
prepared by God for man and in this closing chapter of the book we have a description of the newly created
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/ 'And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God;d of the
Lamb.?In the middle of & street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits| each

Then he said to me, AThese words are faithful and t
to show His servants the things which must shortly take pfacB.e h o | d , [ am coming |qui ckl
keeps the words f t he pr oph e®Nowl, ddhn, saw and heard thdse things. And when | heard| and
saw, | fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these’thimgsn he sai d [t o me,
you do not do that. For | am your fellow sent, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the
words of this H%oH. hwosahidpt Gothep fADo not seal the wo.
time is at handA He who s unjust, | et ilthyi let hilm de filihy ptill; $1¢ whasig i | | ;
righteous, l et him be righteou$ still; he who is| holy,

AfAnd behol d, I am coming quicklIly, and My reward is

am the Alpha and the Gag a , the Beginning and t“Blessedaredthosetwhoedo Hjs r s t :

outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immamdlmurderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices

alie™ 1|, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to ylou the
David, the Br i gh tAndthedSpifit and the brige s&jiCoormedd 6 And | et i m wh
ACome! 0 And | et him who thirsts come. Whoever dgsires,

8For | testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these thifgs, God

this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are



earth that will be the heavenly eternal state for His own. John now sees what will nourish and enrich the

|l ives of God’s people for all eternity.

v. 1 The pure river of water (Perfect Restoration), speaking of refreshment and sustenance (Jer. 2:13;
17:13; Psa. 36:9; Prov. 10:11; 14:27; 16:22; Zech. 14:8), that John sees is not to be confused with the river
coming from the millennial sanctuary (Ezekiel 47:1, 12; Zech. 14:8) nor with the living waters going forth

from Jerusalem (Zech. 14:8) which is also in the millennium. These two millennial streams anticipate the
future river in New Jerusalem which speaks of purity, power, and eternal life. The throne is both that of

God and Christ. (Perfect Administration). Throughout history man has always settled around water. He
can’t l i ve without i God ia thedsoumees of al ife as seennmi time ghuedwater h a t
originating from the throneof God(Ez e k . 47 :1; Zech. 14: 8,; Heb. 13).
source of life itself.

v. 2 The river is in the midst of the street and the Tree of life is on both sides of the river, meaning the tree is

large enough to span the river. This tree parallels the tree in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:22-24) which when

eaten allows man to live forever. The Tree of Life is for eternal pleasure and enjoyment. The word
“healing”  meheaitlsgiving (Perfect Provisions). In other words the leaves promote the enjoyment of

life and the deliverance from the ills of life in the past since New Jerusalem will not have any sickness. The

fruit is there for enjoyment, not for the sustaining of life.

- A tree surrounded by water is the epitome of a fruitful tree (Psa. 1:3; Jer. 17:8; Ezek. 19:10).

-“Everymonti i ndi c at ecalendapahténe & therEternabTime State.

Now God’'s people wildl have access to the Tree o
v. 3 There will be no more curse in the Eternal State because there will be no more sin. Proof of this is

seen in the fact that God sets up His throne upon the earth. This is in contrast to the Millennium in which

there will be a partial lifting of the curses. There we saw a sinner can still be cursed with death (Isa. 65:20),

but here in the Eternal Time State His servants shall live forever and serve Him (Perfect Subordination). -
God’ s people wildl experience the blessedness of
v. 4 Glorified saints (Perfect Transformation) in the Eternal Time State will have access to the very glory

of God and they will bear His mark in their foreheads (Perfect Identification), indicating they belong to

God.

-God’ s people will see God’'s face, be psomtected
v. 5 John now stresses the great glory of God that will illuminate the whole New Earth. There shall be no
night there (Perfect Illumination). The reign of Christ and His saints will be forever (Perfect
Exultation). It will not cease after the Millennium.

-God’ s peopl e wildl rul e over creation as God ori

[: The more that believers focus on our future heavenly home, the less this world attracts us. ::I

v . Tlgese"words are faithful and trie t a k e u sdesdriptiorkof Ghiast Hintsedf in 3:14 where He

i s descr FatldulandaTsue Winess * T h e Shartyrtatkesplaceé  meitcould take place
very soon. o

- The purpose of this verse is to stress the authenticity of this revelation and to encourage anticipation of

its fulfillment. This indicates that God intended the reader to understand this book.

v . Quickly” means when i sudddn.dtgsia message df wavning tb be bnethe alert and

here seems to be related to the rapture of the churchaswellasChr i st 6 s S e clemlesinGalf mi r
this verse (the sixth beatitude) takes us back to 1:3 which also reminds us of the imminency of Chr i
return.

It is somewhat ironic that this book which contains
so many blessings is so neglected and misinterpreted.

v. 8 John affirms that he saw and heard these things firsthand.
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- Once again John falls down to worship at the feet of the angel. His reaction further attests the genuine-
ness of the revelations he had received.

v. 9 John is rebuked and told to worship God only. We are not even to worship perfect angels, but God
only. This angel demonstrates that he is a servant of God. Satan has desired the worship of men for
thousands of years even though he is an unholy angel and totally undeserving of worship.

v. 10 Since this revelation is for the ones who will keep the words of this prophecy, John is told not to seal
up these sayings (in contrast to Daniel who was told to seal up his prophecy in Dan. 8:26; 12:4, 9-10) but to
proclaim them since the time of the rapture is imminent.

v. 11 On the surface this verse seems somewhat mysterious, but it means that if the prophecies of this book
are rejected, then there is no other message that will persuade them. If these warnings are not enough to
convince men then God has no more to say to them. The wicked will have to remain in their wickedness and
be judged by Christ when He comes. The time is coming when change will be impossible; present choices
will be permanent. As Christ finds a man at judgment, so that man will remain for eternity. The Eternal
Time State will permanently perpetuate all choices of men with no second chance.

v. 12 Once again this verse speaks of the impending action of the rapture of the church and also makes
reference to the judgment seat of Christ as it relates to Christians after the rapture (2 Cor. 5:10-11).

up treasure in heaven while we still have the time (Matt. 6:19-21).

|::In view of Christods soon retu::|rn bel i eve

v. 13 We see here that the communicator of this message to John is actually Christ himself. He confirms

hi msel f three Alphan&G@megdn ¢ thriess sveHisse (e t‘er nkrstandthe an
Lastt stress that God i s t hethedheginrsng and thednd't hset rgeosasl e so

finishes what he starts. He is the source of all good things and He is the consummation of all good things.

v. 14 This verse contains the last beatitude of the book of Revelation (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7).
This verse is an appeal to unbelievers first to accept Christ, and secondly, it is an appeal to believers in
light of the soon return of Christ to prepare themselves for His return and judgment for rewards. All faithful
believers will have access to the Tree of Life.

v.15 Chri st describes seven traits that ch&ogsict e

here refers to men that are morally impure (Deut. 23:18; 2 Kings 8:13; Psa. 22:16; Isa. 56:10; Matt. 7:6; Mark
7:27; Phil. 3:2-3).

V. 16l,Jdslbse Wwords wused her e thie message icfiom Jesuy Ghrish makirg
the book of Revelation one of the most directly inspired and authoritative writings ever given.

-T he whburcdes”“ i dirsttusage of this word since chapter three prior to the Tribulation Period
and once again it affirms that the message of this book is for all the churches.

- The two other descriptions of Christ in this verse confirm who He is and relate back to Isaiah 11:1 and
Numbers 24:17. Christ was the ancestor (root) of David as well as the offspring (greater son) of David.
David founded old Jerusalem, but Christ will found the New Jerusalem and He will fulfill all prophecies
concerning David’ s family.

aog

-Just m@ma@nng dtae "“ t he br i g lkavessshéraldsatnewrday,iCinr i sé¢ 08 Secor

will herald the dawn of a new day.

[: Churches should not neglect the teaching of Revelation. ::I

v. 17 A special invitation is co-given by the Spirit (Holy Spirit) and the Bride (Church) for Christ to
come. Then the invitation is turned around: the mission of the Spirit and the Church is to tell others to

“come” t o NOWmwihstl e they have the ¢ hamsoeverwdl f @rfe tthh e

reminds us that salvation is a matter of the human will: whosoever will may come
- The water of life is given freely because Christ paid the full price with His life.
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v. 18This is one of the most solemn warnings in scripture given by Christ Himself against tampering with
the book of Revelation. Some of the others are found in Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Prov. 30:6; Jer. 26:2 and Rev. 1:3.
Anyone who perverts the teaching of this book will experience judgment from God that is similar to the
judgments that will come upon the earth-dwellers during the Tribulation. This includes translators, teachers,
and pastors.

How i mportant it iIs to undgrstand and
truth accurately, especially the truths of Revelation.

V. 19 Tahismag’ adwakegseart one will lose his salvation. If the person is a believer then he

will have no part in the blessings of the New Creation. The part lost would be some special privilege in the
Eternal Time State, or in other words the loss of rewards. Obviously an unsaved person who taints the
teaching of Revelation will not even enter into the New Creation.

v. 20 This verse reconfirms for the third time that Christ is coming soon, but it adSulyd n
This word denotes the absolute certainty of t he event. Bedmenhi dghmwi béag
own prayer of response to v. 17 in this tremendous revelation by inviting Christ to come. Just as the Old
Testamentc | oses wit h t h dirsgcoming)thsNew Teedtamadthclioses svith'the promise of

His Second Coming.J ohn responds to €hwi s th’ ¢ Arpen,cwiy Somcgmep “
Lord Jesus ” This book bRepokdnHeicomettli : @ ndvi ehds wiltcomeHi s
quickly. ”

v. 21 John beganthis book with grace (1:4) and he closesthis book with a benediction that the grace of the
Lordbe on al |gracethat makes faitG fordhe gnbelievingr e a d e r , geace that feooludes s
faithfulness for the believingreader. God6s gr ace converts unbelievers
- The way to eternal happiness is to accept Christ as Savior, by Grace through faith.

[: With John we pray: Even so come, Lord Jesus.::I

67



Appendix |

The Book of Life

The book of Revelation mentions several different books which need to be distinguished:

1.) The Book of Life contains the name of every person born and was written even before they were born.
This book lists the names of all who are eligible to be saved. (Angelic beings are not eligible to be saved.)
Those who come to faith have their names retained in the Book of Life; however, those who die without
Christ have their names blotted out of the Book of Life, never to have another chance at salvation.

“Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; andioatkgll my members were written, which in
continuance were fashioned, when as yet therg none of therhPsalm 139:16

Let them be blotted out of theok of the living and not be written with the righteouBsalm 69:28

And | intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clenaeudt also,
with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are irbthak of life Phil. 4:3

He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and | will not blot out his name obboktbElife,
but | will confess his name before my Father, aefbte his angelRev. 3:5

The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they t
dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written botileof lifefrom the foundationfahe world, Rev.
17:8

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall b
a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at thgi¢opéetaliall be
delivered, every one that shall be found written inttbek Daniel 12:1

2)The L ambds Boatankthe names af allthese who are savehd only those who are saved.
Once a name has been written in this book, it will never be blotted out. This book, coupled with the Book of
Life, offers a double guarantee that no believer will miss entering the gates of heaven.

And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship Hemntichrist), whose names are not writtentime book of life of he
Lamb slain from the foundation of the worldRev.13:8

And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie:
but they which are writtenintHea mb 6 s b oRek 212%F | i f e.

3.) The Books of Works will be used at the Great White Throne (at end of Millennium) to judge unbelievers
of all times according to their works. This is not for salvation, since all who are judged at the Great White
Throne are unbelievers. The purpose of this judgment is to determine the degree of punishment for the
unbelievers which will vary.

And | saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; anubtilesswere opened: and another book was opened, which
is the book of life and the dead were judged outtbhbse things which were written in theoks according to their
works.*And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them:
and they were judged every man according to their wotind death andhell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the
second death”’And whosoever was not found written in bimek of lifewas cast into the lake of firRev. 20 :12-15

Scripture teaches degrees of punishment based upon the amount of light or knowledgean d an i ndi vi

response to that light. See Matthew 11:20-2 4 ( “ mor e t ol edA8b( &manylLekei pe

stripes”); and John 19:11 for “greater and | ess
JWY
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